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Maya Brown, a child survivor, will give the 
Meta and John Spiegler Holocaust Remem-
brance Lecture this year.  

She was born in Vitebsk, Belarus. Her par-
ents had fled Warsaw in 1939 after the Nazis 
invaded. Fleeing once again when the Nazis 
invaded Belarus, they spent the rest of the 
war in Uzbekistan. The family returned to 
Warsaw after the war, but after surviving a 
pogrom in the market where forty Jewish 
survivors were killed, her parents decided 
that they were still not safe in Warsaw. 
Forced into hiding from the anti-Semitism 
that existed, Maya’s family fled to West Berlin.  They lived in Tempelhof dis-
placed-persons camp in Germany before eventually coming to Canada and 
then the United States. 

The lecture is on Tuesday, April 30, at 7:00 p.m. in the Corning Museum of 
Glass Auditorium. There is no admission charge. 

Community seder set for April 20 

  Linda Lovitch 

“It’s all politics” 
Elmira native Linda Lovitch will speak 
again on Sunday, April 7, at 10:30 a.m. 
Her topic for this visit will be “Israeli 
elections to the Eurovision song con-
test—it’s all politics.” 

Now a communication consultant in 
Israel, Linda advises the Israeli govern-
ment and businesses about their repre-
sentation in international media. 

Refreshments at her talk will include 
a sampling of bakery items for the Jew-
ish Food Festival. 

Maya Brown to give Spiegler lecture 

The first night of Passover is Friday, April 19. There will be no service at Con-
gregation Kol Ami that evening. 

On Saturday, April 20, there will be a Shabbat and Pesach Ruach service at 
9:30 a.m. 

CKA’s community seder is Saturday evening at 6:00 p.m. The menu in-
cludes chicken soup with matzo balls, charoset, pot roast with vegetables,   
green salad, and dessert. It’s $20 for adult members and $12 for children ages 
5–13, with a maximum of $60 per family (parents and children only). No 
charge for children under age 5. Non-members are welcome and should call 
the office, (607) 732-7410, for information. 

Reservations are mandatory and must be paid in full by Friday, April 5. 
The last day of Passover is Saturday, April 27, when there will be an early 

service at 8:30 a.m. followed by breakfast with matzo brei. The second ser-
vice, at 9:30 a.m., will include Yizkor. 
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from Cheryl Miller 

Congregation Kol Ami–כל עמי 

Mark your calendars!  Two of our 
biggest events of the year are com-
ing up in May and we hope to see 
you at both of them. The eleventh 
annual Jewish Food Festival will be 
Sunday, May 5, from 11:00 A.M. to 
3:00 p.m. If you have been to any of 
the previous Food Festivals, you 
know what an incredible experience 
this is. If you haven’t been, please 
consider checking it out (and bring 
your friends!)  Admission is $12 in 
advance or $15 at the door, which 
includes $3 in food tickets. Children 
under 13 are admitted free with an 
adult. Tickets are available at Con-
gregation Kol Ami, the Jewish Cen-
ter and Federation, Gerould’s 
(Hoffman St., South Main St., Horse-
heads, & Corning); and Connors 
Mercantile in Corning. You can also 
call (607) 734-8122. 

The Food Festival is a huge under-
taking and requires many hours of 
preparation. If you haven’t volun-
teered before, please consider join-
ing us this year. An easy way to con-
tribute is to donate any small treas-
ures that you can part with (great 
chance to declutter!) The Tchotchke 
Shop needs items that are in new or 
like-new condition such as jewelry, 
watches, scarves, fine purses/wallets, 
pottery, small wall art, tabletop dé-
cor, tea towels, napkins/placemats, 

interesting cookbooks, Judaica 
coffee table books, new “prestige” 
toiletries, mugs, candles, unique salt 
and pepper shakers, and, of course, 
vintage items in good condition. 
Please bring your donations to the 
JCF office. If you need to have your 
items picked up, call the JCF office 
(607-734-8122) and arrangements 
will be made.  

We also need help setting up be-
fore the event, working during the 
event, and cleaning up after. You can 
help in the kitchen and learn how to 
make traditional Jewish baked 
goods. Don’t be nervous if you don’t 
already know how to make them or 
know the rules of kosher food prep-
aration… we have lots of seasoned 
bakers willing to train you. Many 
great friendships have started here! 
Please contact Harriet Sweet if you 
can assist even for an hour or two.  

Our second big event is also an 
annual tradition at CKA but with a 
new and exciting twist. The CKArt 
Exhibition has two events that you 
can enjoy. On Friday, May 17, from 
4:00 to 6:00 p.m. you can meet the 
artists whose art will be exhibited 
and available for purchase during 
the main event the following even-
ing. There will be a dinner on Friday 
night before the Shabbat service. 
The dinner will be $18 per person 

and will be limited to 40 people. 
Shabbat service will follow the din-
ner with Oneg/Dessert afterward.  

Tickets for the Saturday event 
(from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m.) are $110. 
Each ticket admits two adults, who 
can enjoy cocktails (open bar), 
buffet hors d’oeuvres dinner, live 
music, and a chance to mingle with 
the 15 local artists whose art is on 
display. There will also be succulent 
desserts and 9 cash winners for the 
cash drawing (grand prize is 
$10,000!). You do not need to be 
present to win, but who would want 
to miss all of the excitement, good 
food and beverages, and chance to 
socialize? Your ticket price also in-
cludes a $25 voucher for art pur-
chases at the auction, which will 
follow the cash prize drawings. We 
will not sell more than 350 tickets.  

As with the Food Festival, we 
need volunteers. If you can sell tick-
ets, please contact Fran in the office 
at (607) 732-7410. This is a great op-
portunity for a night out not just for 
congregants of CKA, but for our 
friends and families!    

I welcome your thoughts, con-
cerns, ideas, or questions. My cell 
phone number is (607) 331-7475 or 
you can email me at cmil-
ler35@stny.rr.com.   

April 5–6 
7:19 PM 

Tazria 
Torah Lev. 12:1–13:59, 

Num. 28:9–15,  
Exodus 12:1–20,  

Pr. Ezekiel 45:16–46:18 

April 12–13 
7:27 PM 
Metzora 

Torah Leviticus 14:1–15:33 
Pr. Malachi 3:4–24 

April 19–20 
7:35 PM 

First Day of Pesach 
Torah Exodus 12:21–51, 

Num. 28:19–25 
Pr. Joshua 5:2–6:1 

April 26–27 
7:43 PM 

Eighth Day of Pesach 
Torah Deut. 14:22–16:17, 

Num. 28:19–25 
Pr. Isaiah 10:32–12:6 

Weekly Torah/Haftarah Portions & Candle Lighting 

PRAYER FOR THE ILL OR ILL AT HEART  
 

Adonai, You who blessed our ancestors, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob, Rachel, and 
Leah, send Your blessing to those who are ill of body and ill of spirit. Grant them Refuah Sh’lema, a 

complete  recovery, and may healing come speedily. Amen. 
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from Rabbi Oren Steinitz 

One of my stranger habits, that is 
probably left over from when I was 
writing my dissertation, is to closely 
follow Israeli Orthodox news web-
sites.  

Often, I find the content infuriat-
ing, but every once in a while, I get a 
good laugh out of it. This was the 
case earlier this month when one of 
this website reported, completely 
outraged, that Rabbi Ido Fechter, a 
young Orthodox rabbi who serves as 
the spiritual leader of the Young Is-
rael synagogue in Netanya, 
“admitted to skipping parts of the 
prayer service.” 

Apparently, Fechter published a 
Facebook status in which he wrote 
that he sees no reason to keep recit-
ing every word in the siddur, if these 
parts are no longer relevant to our 
lives. Thus, he omits the Yekum Pur-
kan paragraph from the Saturday 
morning service, which is a prayer 
for the welfare of the heads of the 

Babylonian Exile, that have ceased 
to exist hundreds of years ago. “I 
have no interest in blessing people 
that do not exist,” he explained. In-
terestingly, it was the very same 
prayer that was omitted by the Am-
sterdam Jewish community in the 
18th century, a move that is often 
considered to be the birth of the Re-
form movement. 

Fechter added that many often see 
any change to the service as sacrile-
gious, but he considers the opposite 
to be correct: “There is no need for 
the agreement of any rabbinic au-
thority in order to stop telling lies. 
Using common sense and a pure 
heart is more than enough. If you 
keep uttering words that you do not 
believe in,” he continued, “you  
either dismiss the importance of 
prayer, or worse, are a liar.” 

You do not have to Orthodox to be 
stagnant. How many of us stick to 
old habits because they are familiar, 

and not because they do us any 
good? How many times do we know 
that we need to rethink the way we 
do things, but are too scared (of 
what?) to take the plunge? This is a 
common, understandable, human 
behavior. However, religion cannot 
afford to only take comfort in the 
familiar. In the words of Rabbi Abra-
ham Joshua Heschel:  

 
When faith is completely replaced by 
creed, worship by discipline, love by 
habit; when the crisis of today is ig-
nored because of the splendor of the 
past; when faith becomes an heirloom 
rather than a living fountain; when 
religion speaks only in the name of 
authority rather than with the voice of 
compassion—its message becomes 
meaningless. 

Hospital Visits & Mi-shebeirach List 
Due to HIPPA, no hospital can divulge names of patients unless a release is signed. Upon hospitali-
zation, please complete necessary paperwork so that the CKA office and Rabbi Oren Steinitz will be 

notified, or call the CKA office.  

Shabbat Services  
except as noted below 

Shabbat Evening Service  7:30 PM  
Shabbat Morning Service  8:30 AM  
Shabbat Morning Service  9:30 AM with Torah reading 

Noteworthy Upcoming Religious Observances 
Friday, April 5 
Tot Shabbat 6:00 PM 
JCS Dinner 6:30 PM 
Family Shabbat Service  7:30 PM 
 
Saturday, April 6 
Shabbat Morning Service 8:30 AM 
Shabbat Morning Service  9:30 AM 
 
Friday, April 12 
Dish-to-Pass Dinner 6:00 PM 
Shabbat Evening Service  7:30 PM 
 
Saturday, April 13 
Shabbat Morning Service 8:30 AM 
Shabbat Morning Service  9:30 AM 

Friday, April 19 
First seder at home—no service at CKA 
 
Saturday, April 20 
Shabbat & Pesach Ruach 9:30 AM 
Community Seder 6:00 PM 
 
Friday, April 26 
Music Shabbat Service with Sue Amisano 7:30 PM 
 
Saturday, April 27 
Shabbat Morning Service 8:30 AM 
Shabbat & Pesach Morning Service with Yizkor  9:30 AM 
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Klez Project to play at Jewish Food Festival 
We are very excited to be entering our second decade of 
bringing delicious homemade Jewish delicacies, marvel-
ous vintage Tchotchkes as well as lively Klezmer Music 
to the entire community. The Jewish Food Festival will 
be held Sunday, May 5, from 11:00 to 3:00 and once 
again is housed on the Lower East Side of NYC at the 
turn of the century (in CKA). 

This year we are delighted to bring back a dear friend, 
Allen Lutins. Allen was our Strolling Musician for several 
years, before we decided to seek funding to bring an en-
semble to the festival. We are continuing with our new 
tradition of having ensemble performances throughout 
the Food Festival, as well as strolling musicians, and Al-
len is coming with his band, The Klez Project.  

The Klez Project has been entertaining Ithaca and 
Southern Tier audiences at premier venues, including 
the Cornell University Concert Series since 2013. The 
band consists of Allen, on clarinet, Rima Grunes on vio-
lin, David “Melnick” Zakalik on accordion, and Greg Ezra 
on percussion. 

The group performs traditional Klezmer music, which 
arose in medieval Eastern European Jewish communi-
ties. When brought to the United States it was influenced 
by jazz and theatre music. The repertoire includes 
Klezmer along with Israeli folk music and tunes from 
early 20th-century American Yiddish theatre.  

This music is made possible in part with public funds 
from NYSCA’s Decentralization program, administered 

regionally through the Arts Council of the Southern Fin-
ger Lakes.  

        —Gilbert Sweet 
gilsweet@me.com 

Jewish Community School 
Tot Shabbat—Friday, April 5, at 6:00 pm 

 

Tot Shabbat is especially for students in grades Pre-K and lower, and is filled with songs and stories.  

 

Kosher Family Dinner at 6:30 pm 
Fish sticks, macaroni & cheese, applesauce, tossed salad,  

and garlic bread 

 

Followed by family Shabbat services at 7:30  
with Pre-K through 3rd grade participating. 

 

Everyone is invited. 

Reservations are required by April 2 to the JCF office at 607-734-8122 or  

email your reservations to office@JewishElmira.org.  

Dinner is $5 for adults, $3 for children 6–12, free for children 5 and under.   
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Flowers for the Bimah 
April 5: In honor of Hannah 

Senesh; our paths crossed in 
Caesarea’s sand, Tears of gratitude, 
tears of sorrow. Eli, Eli! we strive to 
understand the cruelty of man. 
With love, John & Joanne Travers 

April 12: In loving memory of 
Renee (Irene) Grandt 

April 26: In memory of Sally &  
David Solomon by the Madorsky & 
Felzenberg families 

 
Education Fund 

In memory of Leone Siskin by Linda 
Levine Fox & Family 

In memory of Gertrude Metz by 
Linda Levine Fox & Family 

In memory of Paul Siskin by Gail & 
Stewart Siskin 

In memory of Loda Golos 
Shari & Doug Reynolds 
Marcia Weber 
Linda Levine Fox & Family 
Cheryl Miller 

 
General Fund 

In memory of Chance Golos by 
Margo Golos 

In memory of Rose Hoffman by 
Carole Hoffman 

In memory of Richard Frank  
The Featherman, Rothenberg & 

Wladis Families 
Charles Medalie 
Cheryl Miller 
Richard & Susan Goldberg 
Alex & Marilyn Rabinowitz 
Connie & Mark Liebreich 
Marcia & Terry Lenhardt 
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Margel 
Irma & Lester Wurtele 

Anita & Lee Adelsberg 
Harriet Rubin 
Elkan & Susan Isaacs Abramowitz 
In memory of Herb Robbins  
Alex & Marilyn Rabinowitz 
Delores DeMott 
Hal & Ann Kanthor 
Marcia & Terry Lenhardt 
Anita & Lee Adelsberg 
In memory of Loda Golos 
Margo Golos 
Marcia & Terry Lenhardt 
Alex & Marilyn Rabinowitz 
In memory of Leone Siskin  
Alex & Marilyn Rabinowitz 
Marcia Weber 
Marcia & Terry Lenhardt 
Margo Golos 

 
Josef Stein Endowment Fund 

In memory of Eileen Semel by John 
& Liz Goldman 

In memory of Paul Shore by John & 
Liz Goldman 

In memory of Herb Robbins by 
John & Liz Goldman 

In memory of Loda Golos by John 
& Liz Goldman 

In memory of Leone Siskin by John 
& Liz Goldman 

In memory of Richard Frank by 
John & Liz Goldman 

 
Marvin & Shirley Rubin  

Scholarship Fund 
In memory of Loda Golos by Andra 

Frank & Family 
In memory of Richard Frank by the 

Rubin Brothers 
 
 

Dr. David Wladis–Marc Rubino 
Youth Fund 

In memory of Marcus N. Wladis by 
Beth Wladis 

 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

In memory of Richard Frank  by 
Scott & Sharon Moore 

In memory of Fred DiCicco by Hon. 
& Mrs. Sidney S Graubard 

In memory of Mary DiCicco by 
Hon. & Mrs. Sidney S Graubard 

In memory of Herb Robbins by 
Mindy & Joe Gaieski 

Get well wishes for Gail Gerard by 
John & Liz Goldman 

Get well wishes for Jim Gray by 
John & Liz Goldman 

In memory of Leone Siskin by 
Charles & Priscilla Weinstein 

In memory of Herb Robbins by 
Charles & Priscilla Weinstein 

In memory of Peggy Zaparzynski by 
Scott & Sharon Moore 

In appreciation by Michael Beykirch 
& Elke G. Meyer 

 
Prayer Book Fund 

In memory of Leone Siskin by CKA 
Sisterhood 

In memory of Loda Golos by CKA 
Sisterhood 

 
Sisterhood Kitchen Fund 

In memory of Leone Siskin by  
Cheryl Miller 

 
Synagogue Endowment Blue Chai  
In memory of James Clifton by 

Hon. & Mrs. Sidney S Graubard 

CKA Donations 

Office hours 
Congregation Kol Ami: Monday–

Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m., Friday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. 

Jewish Center and Federation: 
Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m., and by 
appointment. 

All information for the May is-
sue of the Kol Ami must be sub-
mitted to one of the organiza-

tional offices by April 10. Please 
be sure that all dates are on the 

JCF calendar. 

CKA Book Club 
All meetings are in the Jerome & Etkind Library on the second Wednesday of each 
month at noon. Borrow these from the CKA library, ask for them at the public li-

brary, or purchase them, and join us. Don’t forget to bring your lunch! 
 

April 10: Th e Ratio nal Bible: Exo dus, by Dennis Prager 
May 15: Lake Suc c ess  by Gary Shteyngart 

 June 19: Th e Catc her Was A  Spy by Nicholas Davidoff 
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from President Marcus Kantz 

Jewish Center and Federation 

This week I spied two very im-
portant symbols while in the car. 
The first came while driving south 
on South Main Street, just before 
entering Horseheads. There, on the 
right was a tall flag pole, and on top 
was a giant brand-new flag blowing 
proudly in the wind. It was red, 
white and blue, with white stars. It 
was not the American flag, but what 
kind was it? 

The second, two days later, while I 
was parked in the Gaffer District, 
downtown Corning, facing east. Off 
in the distance I saw a bird soaring 
along the river toward me. It grew 
and grew and grew as it approached, 
swerving to the north and the south 
till it passed right over my car, its 
white head and tail glistening in the 
sunlight. It was huge, really huge, an 
eagle for sure, but what kind? 

Remember, I said that both were 
important symbols. That said, I’m 
sure you guessed immediately that 
the bird was a bald eagle, and you 
were right. Since 1782 it has been 
the centerpiece of the Great Seal of 
the United States and has been con-
sidered as a major symbol of our 
country, a proud reminder of our 

heritage and our dedication to the 
freedoms supporting and supported 
by our young democracy then, as 
now. 

But what of the second symbol, 
that was not an American Flag. If 
you thought about it you probably 
figured out that it was the Stars and 
Bars, the official flag of the Ameri-
can Confederacy, and, even today, a 
symbol of racial prejudice and op-
pression that the Civil War, the War 
between the States, was fought. How 
ironic, I thought, as I watched the 
bald eagle fly over me that I wit-
nessed both symbols, virtually to-
gether, right here in our community, 
in 2019, just miles apart. 

Let’s be clear. Symbols are im-
portant. We use them all the time as 
mental and physical manifestations 
of our beliefs, our affiliations, our 
loyalties, and even our definitions of 
who we are. True, our symbols are 
not always of earthshaking im-
portance or relevance, like our fa-
vorite team’s symbol on a sweat-
shirt, or our favorite clothing de-
signer’s logo on our shorts or shoes. 
But some of our symbols are im-
portant to us and to others who see 

us associating with them. Our reli-
gious symbols, like a cross or a chai, 
or a turban. Our symbols of nation-
alism, like our American Flag. We 
don’t usually find a way to show off 
or admire the bald eagle, except on 
our money or as we see it in pictures 
of the carpet in the oval office, but 
we smile when we do notice it. 

And that, at last, brings us back to 
the Stars and Bars. To me it serves as 
a reminder of dark days in our past 
that we wish we could forget, but 
dare not. Today, out in the real 
world, like in Horseheads, New York, 
flying that particular red white and 
blue symbol only says: I celebrate 
hatred, racism, bigotry and violence. 
That’s it. So…. 

Confronted with those two sym-
bols flying in my sky this week, I 
choose the bald eagle.  

I choose freedom, understanding, 
open-mindedness, inclusiveness, 
democracy, camaraderie, diversity, 
friendship, cooperation, standing up 
for what is good and right, and soar-
ing above the fray. I pray that we all 
will soar with that bald eagle, our 
symbol for what is good. Shalom. 
Peace. 

A Bag of Marbles 

Film is memoir of wartime France 
A Bag of Marbles  is the true story of 
two young Jewish brothers in Ger-
man-occupied France who, with a 
mind-boggling mix of mischievous-
ness, courage and ingenuity, will be 
forced to fend for themselves in or-
der to survive the enemy invasion 
and try bring their family back to-
gether. The heartwarming adapta-
tion of Joseph Joffo’s enduring 
memoir tells the story of the Nazi 
occupation through the eyes of the 
two young Jewish boys. Paris, 1941: 
Joseph and Maurice are the sons of 
Roman, the local barber. At ages 10 
and 12, the boys have so little under-
standing of the persecution of Jews 
that Joseph thinks nothing of swap-
ping his yellow star for a bag of 

marbles. Despite their naiveté, Ro-
man knows that their best chance to 
escape the Nazi roundup is to flee 
on their own to Vichy, France, 
where their older brothers Albert 
and Henri have found safe haven. 
Always one false move from tragedy, 
these tenacious children survive on 
courage, ingenuity, and more than a 
bit of cunning as they make their 
precarious way through France hop-
ing to reunite with their family. 
More than anything, it s their broth-
erly bond that gets them through 
their ordeals. Patrick Bruel resonates 
as the Jewish family patriarch Ro-
man, while newcomers Dorian Le 
Clech and Batyste Fleurial Palmieri 
register an almost agonizing vulner-

ability as hapless innocents trying to 
outrun the cruel machinery of war.  

We’ll see it on Sunday, April 14, at 
2:00 p.m. in the Braunstein Com-
munity Room. It’s in French with 
English subtitles. 
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from Executive Director Paul Solyn 

In the first two workshops on hu-
man trafficking awareness, we 
learned about human trafficking 
from the point of view of its victims. 
In the third session, on March 10, we 
learned what law enforcement can 
do and how all of us can help to 
identify and stop it. 

We also learned that human 
trafficking, although less visible here 
than in cities, is equally prevalent, 
and that in addition to sex traffick-
ing, there is labor trafficking. For 
example, if all the workers in a nail 
salon change every month or two, 
they are probably victims of labor 
trafficking. 

In the United States, you can re-
port suspicions of human trafficking 
by calling 911, local police, or the 24-
hour National Human Trafficking 
Hotline at 1-888-373-7888. The hot-
line relays information to state po-
lice, who inform local investigators.  

Here are some signs of child 
trafficking to be alert for: 
• Minimal luggage or clothing 
• Lack of access to travel docu-

ments and money 
• Victim seems disoriented and lost 
• Victim lacks physical or verbal 

autonomy 
• Minimal English-language skills 
• Adult with many young children 

who do not interact as a family 

• Trafficker pays large amounts in 
cash 

• Victim and trafficker have mini-
mal interaction and eye contact 
with others. 

• No evidence of return travel tick-
ets, or tickets to multiple destina-
tions 

• Indications of physical or emo-
tional abuse 

• Anxiousness to arrive at destina-
tion. 
If you suspect human trafficking, 

do not confront the child or adult. Alert 
hotel management, a flight at-
tendant, airport security, or local 
police. Note the room or seat num-

bers, description of individuals, and 
any names that you overhear. In an 
emergency, get out of hearing range 
and call 911. 

The session also included practi-
cal suggestions to reduce human 
trafficking and forced labor. The De-
partment of Labor has a list of goods 
known to be produced by child la-
bor or forced labor at www.dol.gov/
agencies/ilab/reports/child-labor/
list-of-goods.  

Parents can teach their children 
(both daughters and sons) to protect 
themselves, and everyone can watch 
for vulnerable children who may be 
abused or neglected and offer help 
or moral support. Some men’s or-
ganizations are encouraging a 
pledge not to pay for sex—if there 
were no money in it, sex trafficking 
would stop. 

In public policy, the Justice for 
Victims of Trafficking Act of 2015 
improved the U.S. response to hu-
man trafficking. In addition to 
changes in the criminal liability of 
buyers of commercial sex from vic-
tims of trafficking, it required the 
creation of a domestic trafficking 
victim’s fund to support victim as-
sistance programs, added human 
trafficking and child pornography as 
forms of child abuse, and made wit-
ness protection available to victims. 

Kathy Dubel of Catholic Charities describes 
policy initiatives and actions for individuals 

Archaeologist speaks at Cornell about ancient synagogue mosaics 
Since 2011, Professor Jodi Magness 
has been directing excavations in 
the ancient village of Huqoq in Is-
rael’s Galilee. The excavations have 
brought to light the remains of a 
monumental Late Roman (fifth cen-
tury) synagogue building paved 
with stunning and unique mosaics, 
including biblical scenes and the 
first non-biblical story ever discov-
ered decorating an ancient syna-
gogue.  

In a slide-illustrated lecture on 
Monday, April 15, “More than Just 
Mosaics: The Ancient Synagogue at 
Huqoq in Israel's Galilee,” Professor 
Magness will describe these finds, 
including the discoveries made in 
last summer's season. For more in-
formation visit www.huqoq.org. 

The lecture is 4:15 p.m. in Rocke-
feller Hall, room 132, on the Cornell 
campus. It’s sponsored by the Cor-
nell Jewish Studies Program, De-
partment of the History of Art & Vis-
ual Studies, Department of Classics, 

Department of Near Eastern Studies, 
Cornell Institute  of Archaeology & 
Material Studies (CIAMS), and the 
Association for Jewish Studies Dis-
tinguished Lectureship Program. 
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Mondays  
at 7:30 PM  

 

PJ LIBRARY 
 

Free books and  
music for  

Jewish children 
 

ages 6 months–8 years 
http://www.pjlibrary.org/

communities/ 
elmira–twin–tiers/317 

 

ages 9–11 years 
http://www.pjourway.org 

 
A project of the Jewish Center 

& Federation and the  
Harold Grinspoon Foundation 

JEWISH FOOD FESTIVAL  
SUNDAY, MAY 5    

11:00 AM – 3:00 PM   
TICKETS NOW ON SALE  
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April Adar II  
 1 Faye Koenig  25 
 1 George Wohl 25 
 1 Annie E. Featherman 25 
 1 Benjamin Novidor 25 
 1 Lena Nathenson 25 
 3 Frances Firestone  27 
 3 Ronald Stecker  27 
 3 Harry Werner  27 
 3 Burton Blazar 27 
 3 Jacque Cohen  27 
 4 Bella Cohen 28 
 4 Esther Hobalt 28 
 5 Minerva Sherman 29 
 5 Geraldine Johnson 29 
 
April Nisan 
 6 Robert Heyman  1 
 6 Solomon Horwitz  1 
 6 Miriam Tanzman  1 
 6 Jean Weisenfeld  1 
 6 Jerome J. Gladke 1 
 7 Howard Green  2 
 7 Emanuel H. Cimmet 2 
 8 Helen Hirshman  3 
 8 Paul Siskin  3 
 8 Jennie Weiss  3 
 9 Fanny Chaitt  4 
 9 Morris Sapper  4 
 9 Lillian C. Seigel 4 
10 Louis Levine  5 
10 Lillian Levine 5 
10 Phyllis Holtzman 5 
11 Robert Gerstel  6 

11 Seth Siskin  6 
11 Esther H. Levine 6 
12 Benjamin Halperin  7 
12 Nathan Tanzman  7 
12 Ike Samuels 7 
12 Joseph Cropp 7 
13 Esther Malinowitz  8 
14 Isidor Featherman 9 
15 Jacque Cohen  10 
15 Isabel Snowiss  10 
15 Lillian F. Kaufman 10 
15 Lena Eiges 10 
16 Josephine R. Graubard  11 
17 Samuel Chaitt  12 
17 Anna H. Radin 12 
17 William H. Seigel 12 
17 Irene Grandt 12 
18 Nettie Rosenheck Paltrowitz  13 
18 Robert Rogow  13 
18 Abraham David Epstein 13 
19 Milton Jacobson  14 
19 Marian Wladis  14 
19 Sally Solomon 14 
20 Marian Gaieski  15 
20 Bernhard Hirschfeld  15 
20 Julius Shapero  15 
20 Harry F. Markson 15 
20 Ella Jerome 15 
20 Henry Hudson Weinstein 15 
21 Samuel Cohen  16 
21 Jesse Green  16 
21 Lester Poes  16 
22 Martin Shafer  17 
22 Louis Hample 17 

23 Bernhard Hirschfeld 18 
24 Lillian Levine  19 
24 Barney Stemerman  19 
24 Louis Barkus 19 
24 Jessie Hample 19 
25 Rebecca Wladis  20 
25 Robert L. Fidelman 20 
26 May Poes  21 
26 LeRoy Stein 21 
26 May Pose 21 
27 Jack S. Gladke  22 
27 Abraham Jacobson  22 
27 Alan Solow  22 
27 Jack Gladke 22 
27 Karyn Gnaizda 22 
28 Sigmund Graubard  23 
28 Ava Volfman  23 
28 Mae Samuels 23 
29 Arthur Frank  24 
29 Solomon Goldman  24 
29 Arthur P. Baker 24 
29 William Lebowitz 24 
29 Arthur Frank 24 
30 Max Eagle  25 
30 Sam Gimble  25 
30 Asher Golos  25 
30 Minnie Duchovny 25 
30 Max Eagle 25 
 
Names of Confederate soldiers  
buried in Woodlawn National  
Cemetery are included above. 

Yahrzeits 

FLOWERS FOR 
THE BIMAH 

 

It is our congregation’s long-standing 
tradition to adorn the bimah  

with flowers for the  Sabbath: 
in memory of 
in honor of 

in celebration of. 
Please call Sue King, evenings 607-734-
8468, for cost, information, and to  re-

serve a date. Thank  you. 

Community Kitchen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Generous volunteers from CKA 
and JCF prepare and serve lunch 
at the Elmira Community Kitch-

en on the first Thursday of every 
month. Our next dates are April 

4 and May 2. If you can help, 
please contact Gil Sweet. Cooks, 
food-preparers, shoppers, serv-
ers... you name it, we need you! 

Cash dona ons may be made 
through the JCF. 

Adult Education  
Open to the entire community 

Saturdays at 8:30 a.m.: Breakfast 
and discussion—topic determined 
by the participants. Attend the brief 
Shabbat morning service at 8:00 
a.m. and stay for breakfast, or come 
for breakfast and stay for the full 
Shabbat service at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Mondays, April 1, 8, and 15, at 7:30 
p.m.: “Talmud for Non-Talmudists” 
with Rabbi Oren Steinitz. 
 
Sundays, April 14 and 28, at 10:30 
a.m.: “Introduction to Jewish Medi-
tation” with Maggid Paul Solyn.  
 
Tuesday, April 30: Meta and John 
Spiegler Holocaust Remembrance 
Lecture (please see page 1). 



  

 
Congregation Kol Ami’s Annual 

Second Night Seder 

Saturday, April 20 

6:00 PM 

Mark your calendars now and reserve a place at our table for your family  

as we celebrate Our People’s Historic Deliverance  

from Bondage to Freedom! 
 
 

Enjoy a Kosher meal steeped in tradition! 

Chicken Soup with Matzo Balls, Charoset, 

Pot Roast with vegetables,  Mushroom Onion Farfel Kugel 

Green Salad & Dessert 
  

Members: Adults: $20.00 

Children (ages 5‐13): $12.00 

Maximum family unit (parents & children only) $60.00 

All children under 5: no charge  
 

RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST!! 

RESERVATIONS ARE ASSURED ONLY WHEN YOUR  

CHECK IS RECEIVED IN THE CKA OFFICE 

BY FRIDAY, APRIL 5 
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Ganon (Pre-K): My wish for an 
early spring last month didn’t come 
true so hopefully by the time this 
article is published, spring will be 
here. But our windowsill garden of 
parsley certainly makes us think of 
spring! We should have plenty to 
use for our Seder as well as some for 
the students to take home. 

We learned about Purim during 
our March classes. We have read 
many stories and have learned some 
of the vocabulary words associated 
with the holiday. Our class has also 
begun collecting tzedakah and 
learning the importance of giving to 
others.                          Kathy Rosenheck 
 
Kitah Alef (1): The Alef class en-
joyed making masks for Purim and 
celebrating with the community at 
the school festival. Our class enjoys 
drawing pictures, hearing stories, 
learning about Israel and studying 
the alef-bet. 

The class planted parsley with Ms. 
Rosenheck’s class and the students 
took home the plants to help cele-
brate the holiday and decorate their 
family Passover Seder plate. Wishing 
everyone a wonderful spring,  

     Rivka Miran 
 
Kitot Gimel & Vav (3 & 6):  In both 
Kitah Gimel and Kitah Vav, we have 
been discussing the story of Purim. 
It is always wonderful when we can 
talk about a story where good con-
quers evil. Your children never tire 
of hearing about the victorious Jew-
ish people, Esther, and Mordechai 
and the downfall of the wicked 
Haman. In Kitah Gimel, each stu-
dent drew a picture of one of the 
main characters in the Purim story 
and wrote a paragraph describing 
the person and explaining why he/
she liked or disliked the person they 
chose. We also made festive masks 
to wear at our Purim celebration. In 

Kitah Vav, we have been working on 
holiday posters where students draw 
a picture of each holiday as we study 
it, their most recent picture depict-
ing something that reflects Purim. 
Kitah Vav also made Purim masks 
for our celebration.  

        Donna Rothenberg 
 
Kitot Vav & Zayin (6 & 7): The sixth 
grade is working on Zikaron, Re-
membrance. We are looking at why 
do we need to remember? What do 
we want to remember? 

In the seventh grade we are study-
ing Jewish education at the different 
times of our lives. How we start the 
foundation at home, we reach out to 
our house of worship for learning 
and training when we are younger. 
Then as a Jewish adult we are can 
stop learning at the level of a middle 
schooler when we become a bar or 
bat mitzvah or we can continue to be 
life long learners.        Amanda Sharp 

Jewish Community School 

from Director Jeff Rosenheck 

It is hard to believe that March is 
over already and we are into April, 
and the end of the school year will 
be upon us before we know it. 
March was one of our busiest 
months to date, especially since we 
had five Sunday sessions in a row 
throughout the month! Classrooms 
have been a buzz of activity, teach-
ers have been diving deep into cur-
riculum, and students have been 
hard at work learning anything and 
everything from Jewish history to 
the Purim and Passover holidays to 
Hebrew language and much more. 

March featured our annual Purim 
Carnival, successful thanks to the 
help and support of the parents and 
JCS school board who helped run 
games and distribute snacks and 
prizes. The event is one of the chil-
dren's favorites each year!  Thanks 
to the community for baking deli-
cious hamantashen for the event as 
well. The school also hosted the 

third annual open house on 
March 31. Additional details 
of that event will be availa-
ble in the May 2019 edition 
of the Kol Ami. 

April will slow down for 
the school. There will be no 
classes April 14 or 21 for the 
spring break and Passover 
holiday. School will be in 
session for regular classes on 
both April 7 and 28. On April 
5, we encourage you to at-
tend the Tot Shabbat service, 
ideal for children 6 and un-
der, at 6:00 p.m., followed by a reser-
vation-only dinner at 6:30. The 
menu will include fish sticks, maca-
roni and cheese, garlic bread, tossed 
salad and applesauce. Dinner reser-
vations are required to the JCF office 
by Tuesday, April 2, by calling 607-
734-8122. The dinner will cost adults 
$5/person, children 6-13 $3, and will 
be free for children under 6. The 

meal will be followed by family ser-
vices at 7:30, led in part by students 
in our pre-K through third-grade 
classes. It is my hope that all can 
attend. 

I want to remind parents and 
members of the community that the 
JCF is offering coffee and snacks 
during school in the social hall each 
Sunday. This is free and all are wel-

Class News 
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HELP US HELP YOU! 
 

Do you know anyone who needs a ride? Who needs a friendly visitor? Who 
wants someone to contact them about help? Call or send an email to Gil 

Sweet (607) 742–8017, the JCF office at (607) 734-8122,  or the CKA office 
at (607) 732-7410. 

 

FOR SALE IN THE JCF OFFICE 
 

Books by Joan Nathan 
—ALL SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR— 

Jewish Cooking in America 
$35 

Jewish Holiday Cookbook 
$25 

Our heartfelt condolences to Andra 
Frank, Alyn & Joseph Gusefski, An-
drew Carmen & Jeanette Quin and 
their families on the death of hus-

band, father, grandfather and great - 
grandfather, Richard Frank.  

Zich’rono liv’racha, may his memory 
be for a blessing. 

 
Our heartfelt condolences to Andy 
Rothstein & Joyce Wasserman on 
the tragic death of their daughter, 
Tess Rothstein, on Friday, March 8.  
Zich’rona liv’racha, may her memory 

be for a blessing. 
 

Our heartfelt condolences to the 
family of Marian Solomon on her 

death Sunday, March 17.  
Zich’rona liv’racha, may her memory 

be for a blessing. 

In Memoriam Jewish Center & Federation 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction to Jewish Meditation 
with Maggid Paul Solyn 
Sundays at 10:30 AM 

April 14 & 28 
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Come check out Sisterhood’s  
Card & Judaica Shop 

located adjacent to CKA’s office.  

Open during regular office hours. 
A new collection of absolutely wonderful  

greeting cards for all occasions only $1 per card. 
Great gifts & CKA cookbooks. 

Save the Date 

Wednesday, May 1 – Yom Hashoah 
Service 

Thursday, May 2 – Community 
Kitchen 

Sunday, May 5 – Jewish Food Festi-
val 

Thursday, May 9 – JCF Film 
Friday, May 10 – Israeli Dish-to-Pass 

Supper 
Saturday, May 11 – Shabbat Ruach 
Friday, May 17 – CKArt Preview 
Saturday, May 18 – Cocktails, Knosh 

& Art 
Friday, May 24 – Music Shabbat 
Friday, May 31 – Confirmation 
Sunday, June 2 – CKA Annual 

Meeting 
Sunday, June 2 – JCS Closing  

Ceremony & Ice-Cream Social 
Thursday, June 6 – Community 

Kitchen 
Thursday, June 6 – JCF Film 
Saturday, June 8 – Tikkun Leil  

Shavuot 
Sunday, June 9 – Shavuot Service 

and Yizkor 
Tuesday, June 11 – Sisterhood Donor 

Dinner 
Friday, June 14 – Dish-to-Pass  

Supper 
Saturday, June 15 – Shabbat Ruach 
Tuesday, June 18 – JCF Annual 

Meeting & Barbecue 
Friday, June 28 – Music Shabbat 

John Massey 
Faith Gray 

Taylor Dobbs 
Zachary Hempstead 

Elizabeth Lloyd 
Madeline Hempstead 

Elaine Short 
Phyllis Lares 

Marisa Dolkart 
Mindy Elzufon 
Nancy Nicastro 

Myra Stemerman 
Marc Stemerman 

David Massey 
Linda Kaufman 

Jeff Katz 

Noah Kravitz 
Barbara Luther 

Sandy Ashendorf 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 
Sheila & Jeffrey Katz 

Amanda Sharp & Steven Greenberg 



             
ANNOUNCING 

THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL  
JEWISH FOOD FESTIVAL! 

A trip back in time to the gastronomic delights 
of the Lower East Side of New York City 

 
Congregation Kol Ami, 1008 West Water Street, Elmira 

Sunday, May 5, from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Additional outdoor seating available on the front lawn under a tent 

 
 

MUSIC PERFORMANCES BY THE KLEZ PROJECT 
 

DELICATESSEN 
KOSHER CORNED BEEF AND PASTRAMI SANDWICHES   
 KOSHER HOT DOGS  DELECTABLE CHOPPED LIVER  
POTATO KNISHES  KOSHER PICKLES  COLE SLAW 

 

SOUPS 
CHICKEN SOUP WITH MATZO BALLS  MUSHROOM BARLEY SOUP  

 

DAIRY 
POTATO LATKES WITH HOMEMADE APPLE SAUCE 

 NOODLE KUGEL  CHEESE BLINTZES  LOX AND CREAM CHEESE ON BAGELS 
SMOKED WHITEFISH WITH CRACKERS 

  

ISRAELI STREET FOOD   
FALAFEL SANDWICH IN A PITA WITH FIXINGS   

CHEESE AND SPINACH BOUREKAS  STUFFED GRAPE LEAVES 
A SELECTION OF SAVORY MIDDLE EASTERN SALADS  

 

BAKERY 
ORIGINAL HOMEMADE RECIPES  

CHALLAH  RUGELAH  BAKLAVA  HAMANTASHEN   
CHOCOLATE BABKA  CHOCOLATE-DIPPED MACAROONS  ASSORTED COOKIES  

 

BEVERAGES 
EGG CREAMS MADE TO ORDER AND A WIDE VARIETY OF DR. BROWN’S SODAS 

 

 THE TCHOTCHKE SHOP  
 STUFFED WITH SMALL TREASURES FOR SALE 

 

Admission: $12 in advance or $15 at the door. Includes $3 in food tickets.   
 Children under 13 admitted free with an adult. 

 Tickets available at Congregation Kol Ami, the Jewish Center and Federation,  
Gerould’s (Hoffman St., South Main St., Horseheads, & Corning); and  

Connors Mercantile in Corning; or call (607) 734-8122. 
 

This project is made possible, in part, with public funds from NYSCA’s Decentralization Program,  
administered regionally by the ARTS Council of the Southern Finger Lakes. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

CKA 7:30 pm Talmud 
Class 
 

2 3 4   Community Kitchen  5 CKA 6:00 pm Tot 
Shabbat 
JCS 6:30 pm Dinner 
CKA 7:30 pm Family 
Shabbat Service 
 

RSVP Due for Second 
Night Seder  

6 
CKA  
8:30 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 

7 
JCS 9:30 am -12:30 pm 
 

JCF 10:30 am Linda 
Lovitch “It’s all politics” 
 

8 
CKA 7:30 pm Talmud 
Class 

9 10 
CKA 12:00 pm Book 
Club 
 

CKA  
6 pm Exec. Board  
7pm Trustees Meeting 

11 12 
CKA 6:00 pm Dish-to-
Pass Supper 
7:30 pm Shabbat Service 
 
 
 

13 
CKA  
8:30 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 
 

14 
JCS No School 
JCF 10:30 am Meditation 
Class 
JCF 2:00 pm Film A Bag 
of Marbles 

15  
CKA 7:30 pm Talmud 
Class 
 
 
 
 

16 
JCF 7:30 pm Board 
Meeting 

17 18 19 CKA Office Closed 
 
CKA NO SERVICE (first 
Seder at home) 

20  
CKA 9:30 am Shabbat & 
Pesach Ruach  
 

CKA 6:00 pm Community 
Seder 

21  
JCS No School 
 
 
 

22 23 24 
 

25 26 
CKA  
7:30 pm Music Shabbat 

27 CKA  
8:30 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 
w/ Yizkor 

28 
JCS 9:30 am -12:30 pm 
w/H 8 & 9   
 

JCF 10:30 am Meditation 
Class 
 

29 
 

30 
7:00 pm Meta & John 
Spiegler Holocaust Re-
membrance Lecture at 
CMOG 
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