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Dr. Sandra D. Michael will be the speaker at Evolution Shab-
bat Ruach on Saturday, February 9. She is a Distinguished 
Service Professor Emerita in the Department of Biological 
Sciences at Binghamton University.  

She will speak during the Shabbat Ruach service at 9:30 
a.m., with a lunch and discussion following. 

Dr. Michael is a Fellow of the American Academy for the 
Advancement of Science and a member of its Science, Ethic, 
and Religion Advisory Board. She is also affiliated with the 
Center for Theology and the Natural Sciences, the Philadel-
phia Center for Religion and Science, and the Episcopal Church Network on 
Science, Technology & Faith. 

She joined the Binghamton  University faculty in 1974 and chaired the De-
partment of Biological Sciences from 1992 to 2000. She received her Ph.D. in 
genetics from the University of California, Davis, and was a postdoctoral fel-
low and research geneticist there before coming to Binghamton. 

Evolution Shabbat is the Shabbat closest to the birthday of Charles Darwin 
(February 12). Hundreds of synagogues, churches, and other religious insti-
tutions celebrate Evolution Weekend, churches on Sunday. It is sponsored by 
the Clergy Letter Project, through which more than 15,000 members of cler-
gy—Jewish, Christian, Unitarian Universalist, and Buddhist—have signed 
letters supporting the teaching of evolution in schools.                 

 Evolution Shabbat Ruach 

Biologist to speak 

Trafficking series continues 
The series of workshops on Human Trafficking continues on Sunday, Febru-
ary 10, at 2:00 p.m.  

This session will include a documentary, Nefarious.  This film covers a na-
tional and worldwide view of the facts and problems of human trafficking. It 
is informative and well done. After the film, we can break and have 
snacks.  Staff from the Potter’s Hands Foundation and Catholic Charities who 
work with trafficking victims will present local details about the problems in 
our area. They have been asked to use about 15 to 20 minutes and then an-
swer any questions.  

The third Sunday, on March 10, will offer the law enforcement view of hu-
man trafficking followed by a look at public policy and advocacy guided by 
Kathy Dubel of Catholic Charities. 

—Maureen Costello 

Shabbat dinners planned 
There will be two Shabbat dinners at Congregation Kol Ami in February. On 
Friday, February 1, a family-friendly dinner at 6:30 p.m. will follow Tot Shab-
bat at 6:00 p.m. and precede a family Shabbat service at 7:30 p.m. Please call 
the JCF office, (607) 734-8122, by February 22 for reservations. 

On Friday, February 15, there will be a dish-to-pass dinner at 6:00 p.m. 
before the Shabbat evening service at 7:30. Please bring a main course, salad, 
or dessert for 8 or more people. All food should be vegan, dairy, or fish—no 
meat. Reservations are not required. 

There will also be a dinner for Shabbat Across America on March 1. Please 
see page 2 for details. 
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from Cheryl Miller 

Congregation Kol Ami–כל עמי 

We are very fortunate at CKA to 
have special services and events 
throughout the year that feature a 
luncheon or dinner. While some of 
the meals are prepared by Sharon 
Birdsall, several of them are brought 
to us by dedicated and hard-working 
congregants who have volunteered 
many, many hours over the years. 
The amount of time and effort that 
goes into planning the menus, shop-
ping, preparing the food, and serv-
ing the food is significant and truly a 
bit difficult to wrap your head 
around if you haven’t been a part of 
any or all of the process.   

The meals that are prepared are 
kosher in accordance with the direc-
tion provided by Rabbi Steinitz, 
which means the kosher items must 
be ordered at least three weeks in 
advance of an event. Why is this sig-
nificant? Those who plan the meals 
must know how much food to order 
well before the event, which is how 
an RSVP date is determined. They 
base their orders on the number of 
reservations received, which not 
only determines the monetary 
budget, but the time needed to pre-
pare the meals.   

Please keep in mind that our vol-
unteers are fellow congregants who 
wish to contribute something im-
portant to our Congregation. They 
do have full lives above and beyond 
what they do for us! This is what 
makes it extremely important for 
them to plan and prepare as much 
as possible before the actual event. 
This is what sets our meals apart 
from those you might order in a res-
taurant.   

In the past, congregants have re-
sponded after the deadline or shown 
up to events in hopes of being al-
lowed in. We would never want to 
turn anyone away or make them 
feel unwelcome; however when res-
ervations aren’t made on time or at 
all, the servers have been forced to 
make portions smaller or turn peo-
ple away. That is not what we want 
to do! Another consequence of late 

reservations or no reservations is an 
increased amount of stress on the 
set-up crew, the kitchen staff, office 
staff, and the volunteer cooks. The 
tables, chairs, and place settings are 
all set up before the actual day of the 
event.  It is not a simple task to pull 
an extra table or two out of storage 
with the chairs, let alone set with a 
tablecloth, napkins, plates, silver-
ware, etc.  

Our events are planned and ad-
vertised well in advance of the actu-
al dates in our weekly service an-
nouncements, e-mails from the 
office, the Kol Ami, on Twitter, and 
on Facebook. Please understand that 
we need everyone (including those 
who may be participating in the 

event and/or service that the meal is 
being prepared for) to observe the 
RSVP dates given. If you attempt to 
make a reservation after the date, 
the office will be happy to put your 
name(s) on a waiting list, but we 
cannot guarantee that there will ac-
tually be spots that open. If you do 
make reservations and find it neces-
sary to cancel, please let the office 
know as soon as possible so that 
they can inform people on the wait-
ing list that their reservation is con-
firmed.   

Thank you for understanding our 
need to stand firm with this. If you 
have any questions, please feel free 
to contact me at 607-331-7475 or 
cmiller35@stny.rr.com.    
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from Rabbi Oren Steinitz 

Last Sunday, right before attending 
the JCF program on human traffick-
ing, I received a Facebook message, 
alerting me that the wife of a friend 
of mine was killed in a car crash. 
Details are not clear yet, but it seems 
that the thirty-year-old mother of 
four crashed head on into a truck 
while trying to avoid being hit by 
rocks thrown at her car as she was 
driving to her home in a West Bank 
settlement. 

The news hit me hard. It has been 
several days since I got the news, 
and I still cannot stop thinking 
about my friend Yonadav, and his 
four little children who were sud-
denly left without a mother. I was 
surprised by how affected I was by 
the news. You see, I never actually 
met Yonadav face to face, and yet I 
consider him a good friend. Moreo-
ver, I actually find it difficult to be-
lieve that if we simply walked past 
each other on the street we would be 
inclined to even talk to each other. 
On paper, Yonadav is my polar op-

posite. With his enormous knitted 
kippah, twelve inch payos, home in 
the West Bank, and Ultra-Orthodox 
Right Wing upbringing, I would be 
inclined to think we have absolutely 
nothing in common. However, our 
first interactions were on a Facebook 
group. This is how I learned that 
Yonadav is a brilliant software engi-
neer, who is seen in his community 
as a rebel, not only due to his liberal 
religious tendencies (he is a dedicat-
ed supporter of “Women of the 
Wall,” and studies with non-
Orthodox rabbis on a regular basis), 
but also due to his firm humanistic 
beliefs, and his uncompromising 
commitment to pursuing peace with 
his Palestinian neighbors. Unlike the 
majority of what is referred to as the 
Israeli “Peace Camp,” who advocate 
for a complete separation between 
Israelis and Palestinians, Yonadav 
and others who share his views be-
lieve that true peace can only grow 
from the ground up. This, they 
claim, will only happen if both Jews 

and Muslims will live next to each 
other in the entire Land of Israel, 
and learn to get along. While I tend 
to see this outlook as somewhat  
naïve, I am in awe of its basic prem-
ise: that separation only leads to al-
ienation.  

Social media is often accused of 
being an echo chamber, and I often 
share that view. We tend to only 
read the opinions of those we agree 
with rather than seek to understand 
the other side. However, without 
social media I would never have met 
Yonadav, or other friends with such 
a radically different background. I 
am thankful that I got to know what 
a kind, gentle man he is, and I am 
positive that Hadas, his wife, shared 
the same character. I can only hope 
that this tragic event will not shake 
his belief in peace and co-existence. 

 
Dedicated in memory of  

Hadas Tapuchi, ZT”L 

Flowers for the Bimah 
February 1: Honoring those who 

“eschew Lashon Hara for Chesed,” 
with love, John & Joanne Travers 

 
CKA Education Fund 

In memory of grandfather, Samuel 
Allenstein, by Myra & Jerry  
Stemerman 

In memory of father, David 
Snowiss, by Myra & Jerry  
Stemerman 

In memory of grandfather Philip 
Snowiss by Myra & Jerry  
Stemerman 

In memory of Max Berman by  
Edwin & Rose Berman 

 
General Fund  

In memory of Beverly Dann by  
Carla & Robert Cohen 

In memory of Stanley Herbst by 
Carla & Robert Cohen 

In memory of Rabbi Phil Aronson 
by Annie Werner 

In memory of Beverly Dann by 
friends & Forever Fit classmates    
at ProCare Fitness. 

In memory of Seymour Nusbaum 
by Ann & Jeff Sigel 

In memory of Stuart Komer by 
Benita M. Eldridge 

In memory of Beverly Dann by 
Sigrid Wilkinson 

In memory of Beverly Dann by Sally 
Hickey 

In memory of Max Berman by Terry 
& Marcia Lenhardt 

In memory of Dorthy Lavine by  
Ellen, Allen & Jeff Lavine 

Donation made by April Brasher 
granddaughter of Sid Burtnick 

Donation made by Sarah Burtnick 
daughter-in-law of Sid Burtnick 

 
Jerome & Etkind Library Fund 

In memory of Lillian Walters by 
Hon. & Mrs. Sidney S. Graubard 

 

Marvin & Shirley Rubin  
Scholarship Fund 

In memory of our parents Marvin & 
Shirley Rubin by the Rubin  
brothers. 

 
Prayer Book Fund 

In memory of Keith Saul Miller by 
Cheryl Miller 

In memory of Ethel Miller by Cheryl 
Miller 

 
Security Fund 

In memory of Eileen Semel by Mary 
Solomon 

In memory of Eileen Semel by Anne 
Werner 

In memory of Eileen Semel by Dr. 
Harold & Ann Kanthor 

 
Seltzer Family Endowment 

In memory of Andrew Rosenbloom 
by Alan & Susan Seltzer 

In memory of Steven Novack by 
Alan & Susan Seltzer 

CKA Donations 
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Office hours 
Congregation Kol Ami: Monday–

Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Jewish Center and Federation: 

Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m., and by 
appointment. 

Shabbat Services  
except as noted below 

Shabbat Evening Service  7:30 PM  
Shabbat Morning Service  8:00 AM  
Shabbat Morning Service  9:30 AM with Torah reading 

Noteworthy Upcoming Religious Observances 

Friday, February 1 
Tot Shabbat 6:00 PM 
Family Shabbat Dinner 6:30 PM 
Family Shabbat Evening Service  7:30 PM 
 
Saturday, February 2 
Shabbat Morning Service 8:00 AM 
Shabbat Morning Service  9:30 AM 
 
Friday, February 8 
Shabbat Evening Service  7:30 PM 
 
Saturday, February 9 
Evolution Shabbat Ruach 9:30 AM 
with Dr. Sandra D. Michael 
Lunch and Discussion 

Friday, February 15 
Dish-to-Pass Dinner 6:00 PM 
Shabbat Evening Service 7:30 PM 
 
Saturday, February 16 
Shabbat Morning Service 8:00 AM 
Shabbat Morning Service  9:30 AM 
 
Friday, February 22 
Music Shabbat Service with Sue Amisano 7:30 PM 
 
Saturday, February 23 
Shabbat Morning Service 8:00 AM 
Shabbat Morning Service  9:30 AM 

February 1–2 
4:55 PM 

Mishpatim 
Torah Exodus 21:1–24:18; 

Numbers 7:42–47 
Pr. Jeremiah 34:8–22, 

33:25–26 

February 8–9 
5:13 PM 
Terumah 

Torah Exodus 25:1–27:19 
Pr. I Kings 5:26–6:13 

February 15–16 
5:22 PM 
Tetzaveh 

Torah Exodus 27:20–30:10 
Pr. Ezekiel 43:10–27 

February 22–23 
5:31 PM 
Ki Tissa 

Torah Exodus 30:11–34:45 
Pr. I Kings 18:1–39 

Weekly Torah/Haftarah Portions & Candle Lighting 

PRAYER FOR THE ILL OR ILL AT HEART  
 

Adonai, You who blessed our ancestors, Abraham and Sarah, 
Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob, Rachel, and Leah, send Your blessing 
to those who are ill of body and ill of spirit. Grant them Refuah 
Sh’lema, a complete  recovery, and may healing come speedily. 

Amen. 

CKA Book Club  
All meetings are in the Jerome & Etkind Library on Wednesday at noon. 

Borrow these from the CKA library, ask for them at the public library,  
or purchase them, and join us. Don’t forget to bring your lunch! 

February 13 
The Tattooist of Auschwitz  

by Heather Morris 

March 20 
The Subway Girls  

by Susie Orman Schnall 

April 17 
The Rational Bible: Exodus  

by Dennis Prager 
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February Shevat 
 1 Max Bloch  26 
 1 Esther Sandler  26 
 1 Harry Sigel  26 
 1 Tessie Stemerman  26 
 2 George B. Sherman  27 
 2 Sadie S. Schindler 27 
 2 Shirley Sherman Silver 27 
 3 Allan B. Golde  28 
 3 Bernard M. Komer  28 
 3 Betty C. Goldsmith 28 
 4 Irving Karl 29 
 5 Anne Kohn  30 
 5 Morris Berger 30 
 
February  Adar 1 
 6 Edgar Kosow  1 
 7 Benjamin Malinowitz  2 
 7 Rose Weiss 2 
 8 Lena Hyman  3 
 8 Sarah M. Friendly 3 
 8 Samuel A. Rabinowitz 3 
 9 Lionel Sacks  4 
 9 Julius Pollak 4 
 9 Samuel Karl 4 
 9 Marjorie Schooler 4 
 9 Beatrice Perling 4 
10 Sonia Etkind  5 
10 Eva Cohen 5 
10 Robert B. Perling 5 
10 Miriam Hoffman Jacobs 5 
12 James P. Clifton  6 
12 Pauline Pollak 6 

13 Rochelle Gordon  7 
13 Rebecca Kantrowitz  7 
13 Sally Sorin  7 
13 Pauline Cooper 7 
13 Barbara Blazar 7 
14 Barbara (Gordon) Bacon  8 
14 Bertha Winkelstein 8 
14 Joseph Rockman 8 
14 Jay Featherman 8 
15 Annabel Cohen  9 
15 Rhea Shadruff 9 
16 Harold Paltrowitz  10 
16 Bernard Louis Porter  10 
16 Marc D. Rubino  10 
16 Sanford L. Zalburg  10 
16 George Plitt 10 
17 Everett Gray  11 
17 Marcus Kantz  11 
17 Etta Berman 11 
18 Frank Levine  12 
18 Sue Fink 12 
19 Jacob Adelson  14 
19 Mooney Lovitch  14 
19 Judy Rosenbloom  14 
19 Simon Glaser 14 
19 Judith Stern 14 
20 Shirley H. Gersony  15 
20 Lewis Cohen 15 
21 Sarah Featherman  16 
21 Murray H. Leveen  16 
21 Naomi T. Kahn 16 
22 Philip H. Golos  17 
22 Bernard Kahn  17 

22 Harriet M. Levy 17 
22 Barney Featherman 17 
22 Florence R. Berger 17 
22 Ann Aronson Krill 17 
23 Herbert Helman  18 
23 Mary Heyman  18 
24 Sydell Stern  19 
25 Arthur Cadel  20 
25 Louis Levy 20 
25 Flora Seamon 20 
26 Ruth (Chanee) Golos  21 
26 Gertrude Webber 21 
26 Dora Baker 21 
26 Harriet Johnson 21 
26 Montefiore Order Pollak 21 
27 Muriel Elzufon  22 
27 Froim Kushnir  22 
27 Francine Lovitch  22 
28 Jerry Birman  23 
28 Fred DeCicco  23 
28 Mary DeCicco  23 
28 Helen Etkind  23 
28 Beatrice K. Kenner  23 
28 Saul Paltrowitz  23 
28 Robert M. Kohn  23 
28 Ada Pollak Locks 23 
28 Samuel Schwartz 23 
28 Jerry Birman 23 
 
Names of Confederate soldiers  
buried in Woodlawn National  
Cemetery are included above. 

Yahrzeits 

Dear Fellow Congregant, 
It’s a fundraiser and a Mitzvah, rolled into one!! And our Annual Pu-

rim Project involves everyone.  What could be better? So, join in on the 
fun and good will. 

On the next two pages you will find a list of congregants. Everyone 
will receive a Purim greeting card and local members will also receive 
Shalach Manot – a small gift of food. If you would like your name 
signed on a congregant’s card, simply put a checkmark next to their 
name. Count up the checkmarks and make a donation equal to $1.00 
for each name or greet the entire Congregation for $100.00. 

You can order additional gifts for local or out-of-town delivery for 
friends and family (grandchildren). Just provide the mailing address and 
$10.00 per bag, and we will do the rest. There is no charge for mailing 
to your children who attend college.  

Please make your check payable to CKA and mail or bring it to the 
office by Friday March 1, along with the list of members, and you will 
have the satisfaction of helping breathe life into an old and honored 
tradition. 

Please join in. 
 
Harriet Sweet 
CKA Purim Committee 

Adult Education  
Open to the entire community 

Saturdays at 8:30 a.m.: Breakfast 
and discussion—topic determined 
by the participants. Attend the brief 
Shabbat morning service at 8:00 
a.m. and stay for breakfast, or come 
for breakfast and stay for the full 
Shabbat service at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Mondays, February 4, 11, and 25, at 
7:30 p.m.: “Talmud for Non-
Talmudists” with Rabbi Oren  
Steinitz. 

All information for the March issue 
of the Kol Ami must be submitted 

to one of the organizational offices 
by February 11. Please be sure that 

all dates are on the JCF calendar. 



Lee & Anita Adelsberg Thomas & Suzanne Hesselson
Irv  Appel Lenard & Marianne Hirshman
Robert & Sandy Ashendorf Carole Hoffman
Benzakina Babayev Sara Holtzman
Nanette Barcus Leon Horwitz
Herman & Michelle Berliss Dorothy Jacobson
Ed & Rose Berman Miriam Jacobson
Larry & Diane Berman John A. & Eva Kadar
Rabbi Miriam Biatch Kenneth W. & Zsuzsana Kadar
Freda Black Peter & Doreen-Oliver Kadar
Brittany Braunstein Marcus & Charlotte Kantz
Edwin & Carol Braunstein Rhoda Kaplan
Sue Braunstein David & Denise Kartzman
Jeffrey & Susan Cadel Jeffrey & Sheila Katz
Herbert Caplan Linda Kaufman
Lea Champion Susan King
Harvey & Linda Chernosky Stuart & Judy Komer
Larry & Kathy Cohen Lisa & Steven Goldberg-Koob
Dr. Robert & Carla Cohen Anders Korn
Jeffrey Dann Lee Kosow
Sharon DeHaas Jon & Debbie Kravitz
Malachi & Erin Doane Linda Kruger
Terri Dobbs Michael & Malvina Kushnir
Irene Dobromil Phyllis & Michael Lares
Larry & Maddy Dolkart Theodore & JoAnn Lax
Robert & Caren Douenias Terence & Marcia Lenhardt
Martha Eden Michael & Lynnette Lenzner
Steven Etkind Rachelle Lerner
Louis & Joan Featherman Anana & Roni Levi
Andrew & Polly Filson Herman & Galina Liebson
Richard & Andra Frank Harriette & Jerry Lindsay
Ronald & Gloria Friedman Michael & Lynn Lloyd
Mindy  & Joe Gaieski Norman Lovitch
Richard & Gail Gerard Richard & Linda Lubell
Michael & Susan German Edith Lubin
Dian Gerstel Barbara Luther
Mark & Nadya Gifeisman Sheila Madden
Stephen Glantz Lewis Martin
John & Elizabeth Walton Goldman John & Cynthia Massey
Ted & Marie Goldwyn Susan Messing
Mitchell & Theresa Goldwater Cheryl Miller
Dov Gordon Scott & Sharon Moore
Clement Granoff Nancy Nicastro
James & Faith Gray Ralph & June Obler
Lawrence & Miriam Greene Irene Paltrowitz
Steven& Amanda Sharp Greenberg Lauren & Lloyd Peffer
Michael & Michelle Halperin Dr. James & Kristine Perle
Marjorie Hamilton Richard & Felicia Poes
Marc Hample Alex & Trudi Porter
Martin & Debra Chesman Hempstead Judith Prentice
Dr. Lee & Beth Herbst Alex &  Marilyn Rabinowitz
Floriett Herman Leslie & Sheila Rachlin
Ronald & Kathy Herman Margo Golos-Reines

PURIM GREETING   2019
Name ___________________________________________________________________



Harriett Hesselson Herbert & Hilde Robbins
Michael Rosenthal Richard Rosenberg
Arleigh Rothenberg Jeffrey Rosenheck
Geoffrey Rubin
Gregory Rubin
Haskell Rubin
Jeffrey & Andrea Rubin
Marc & Penny Rubin
Amy Ruza
Alan Sactor
Morton Sadinsky
Steven & Mindy Elzufon Salsburg
Richard & Heidi Savin
Leonard Schreiber
Alan & Susan Seltzer
Michael Semel
Mollie Sherman
Phyllis Shore
Ralph  & Svetlana Short
Jeffrey &  Ann Sigel
Susie & Jeff Silbert-Toohig
David & Doris Siskin
Leona Siskin
Karey & William Passmore Solomon
Marion Solomon
Paul Solyn
Daniel & Sharon Sporn
Rabbi Oren & Adar Steinitz
Jerome & Natalie Steinmetz
Jerald & Myra Stemerman
Marc Stemerman & Family
Shannon Stemerman
Marsha Stemerman
Peter Strumpf
Gilbert & Harriet Sweet
Tobi Thornton
Edyth Tompkins
John & Joanne Travers
Marcia Weber
Charles & Priscilla Weinstein
Janice Weisenfeld
Annie Werner
Robert & Jill White
Ellen Wohl
Andrey &  Marietta Zaborsky
Jody Zacher
Sharon Birdsall
Tyler Jimerson
Tina Wise

___   $1.00 for each name checked on list.
___   $100.00 to greet all members of CKA
___    I prefer to pick up my bag rather than have it

delivered
___   I won’t be home March 17.  Please send Purim Card 
only

College Students – No charge for mailing.  We
MUST have a mailing address by Feburary 20 or no bag 
will be prepared.
_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
_______________________
EXTRA BAGS for family, friends or grad students @ $10.00 
each.
Need Name/s.________________________________
____________________________________________

ALL BAGS WILL BE READY FOR PICK UP AT CKA ON 
SUNDAY, March 17, 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Purim Bag delivery between 3/17 - 3/21

ALL GREETINGS FORMS WITH CHECK MUST BE 
RETURNED BY Friday, March 1.

Congregation Kol Ami
1008 W. Water Street

Elmira, NY  14905

* PLEASE NOTIFY THE CKA OFFICE IF YOUR ADDRESS OR
TELEPHONE NUMBER HAS CHANGED
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from President Marcus Kantz 

Jewish Center and Federation 

Last month I used my backyard 
birds as a great example of how 
creatures with diverse backgrounds, 
wants and needs can just get along. 
This month, I’m afraid, I have to use 
a different set of animals as a great 
example of how we should not try 
to emulate the behavior of others 
but, instead, should keep relying on 
those birds. 

But first, let me take you back in 
time to a land long ago and far away 
when I was hard at work at the New 
Jersey office of the Environmental 
Protection Agency when the politi-
cians couldn’t get along, wouldn’t 
get along, and decided that the only 
recourse would be to shut down the 
United States Government. I was 
home watching the birds at the 
backyard feeder, earning no money 
and wondering how long it would 
go on, would we be paid eventually, 
or what. My staff of about a dozen 
were in the same aimlessly floating 
boat, and many of them were 
young, with little or no savings up-
on which to rely. Some of my work-
mates down the hall were actually 

still working at the hazardous waste 
sites, because they had to, again 
with no pay, and yet paying for their 
own transportation and, in some 
cases, their hotel rooms. Yes, eventu-
ally, we were paid for the time, but 
that only really adds to the ridicu-
lousness of the whole thing. 

The point of course is, that a few 
politicians couldn’t agree on a path 
of reconciliation, and decided that 
the only recourse would be to use 
the thousands of us in their petty 
game of chess, or was it brinksman-
ship, or chicken. But we were the 
totally innocent chickens with our 
necks on the block. Now, so are ten 
of my recent staff members 
(including, I believe, three who were 
working for me during that first big 
shutdown) now that the Govern-
ment is shut down again as I type 
this. The single purpose of the shut-
down – and all shutdowns so far – is 
as a bargaining chip, with thousands 
of totally innocent bystanders as the 
defenseless chips. I desperately hope 
that they will come to their senses 
and end the shutdown long before 

you read this.  
And this, again, brings me back to 

the birds. They are all competitors, 
and for the most important com-
modity in their lives, their food. And 
yet they find a way to get along, to 
work together for the common 
good. You’d think that we as the 
most evolved society in the history 
of the world could figure out how to 
do the same thing. Maybe all the 
political leaders need to look in the 
dictionary and find the meaning of a 
few key words like “negotiation,” 
“compromise,” and even “reason.” 

So, as in last month’s message, I 
encourage you to do your best to 
just get along with each other. And 
this time I also encourage you to do 
what you can to pressure your elect-
ed officials to do the same, all for the 
good of themselves, their constitu-
ents (you included), the nation, and 
the world. Notice that I’m not taking 
sides here, and am not suggesting 
that you do so either. I’m just saying 
focus on getting along, and we’ll all 
be a lot better off. 

UJA Campaign 
 
Donor 
Maureen & Henry Gladke 
Dr. Cynthia Huling Hummel 
Susan King 
Susan Messing 
The Miran Family 
April Semel 
 
Friend 
Lisa Goldberg 
Linda B. Kaufman 
Hillary M. Krill 
Linda & Richard Lubell 
Jeffery & Andrea Rubin 
Leonard  Schreiber 
 
Sponsor 
Carole Hoffman 

Geoffrey S. Rubin 
James Freeman & Michelle  

Pavillard 
Beth Dollinger & Alan Angell  
Robert E. & Carla Cohen 
Maddy & Larry Dolkart 
Richard & Gail Gerard 
Dian Gerstel 
John Goldman & Liz Walton 
Scott Moore & Sharon Sitrin-

Moore 
Penn-York Jewish Community 
Linda Sichel Ralph 
Susan & Alan Seltzer 
Hermine & Larry Shapiro 
 
Supporter 
Anita Adelsberg 
Ron & Gloria Friedman 
Morton K. Sadinsky 

Annie Werner 
 
Patron 
Dr. Herman Berliss 
Tom & Suzanne Hesselson 
James & Kristine Perle 
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Shore 
Jerry & Myra Stemerman 
 
Benefactor 
Ed & Carol Braunstein 
David Lubin 
Anonymous  
Richard Rosenberg & Margot  

Bliven 
Richard & Felicia Poes 
 
Guardian 
Marcia Weber & James Flaws 

JCF Donations 
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from Executive Director Paul Solyn 

The Forward, the closest thing we had 
to a national Jewish newspaper, an-
nounced in January that after 121 
years it would stop publishing print 
editions. It will continue to publish 
online, in both English and Yiddish. 

The reason given was that most 
new readers—especially those under 
age 35—preferred to read news 
online. The New York Post reported 
that the Forward has been losing 
about $5 million per year, because 
of decreasing print sales and adver-
tising. 

Whether it can break even with 
solely online publication, even with 
a sharply reduced editorial staff, re-
mains to be seen.  U.S. News & World 
Report changed to online-only in 2010 
and has been profitable since 2013, 
but it continues to publish print edi-
tions of its guides and rankings, 

such as those of colleges and hospi-
tals. 

My friend Larry Yudelson, associ-
ate editor of the North Jersey Jewish 
Standard, attributed the decline of the 
Forward’s  print edition to its focus on 
sensation-seeking articles and head-
lines—in other words, to click-bait 
for its web edition. He believes that 
these undermined its print authori-
ty, as readers came to see it as less 
reliable and serious. 

Coincidentally, Rabbi Jeffrey Sal-
kin wrote in a similar vein just be-
fore the announcement. He took 
issue with a headline reading, “The 
Ultra-Orthodox Keep Causing Mea-
sles Outbreaks. Why Aren’t They 
Vaccinating?”  

He said that, first, it should have 
read “Some Ultra-Orthodox,” because 
many do vaccinate their children 

and almost all Orthodox leaders en-
dorse vaccination. He was also con-
cerned with the implication that the 
refusal of some Ultra-Orthodox fam-
ilies to vaccinate was a danger to the 
public in general, although the out-
breaks reported were confined to 
small, insular Ultra-Orthodox com-
munities. 

About once a year a suggestion 
arises that CKA and the JCF stop 
printing this newsletter and use on-
ly email, website, and social-media 
communication. I have always disa-
greed: it wouldn’t save very much 
money, and I think that the local 
Jewish community is best served by 
receiving news and announcements 
proactively and consolidated rather 
than exclusively through searching 
for them online.  

Anniversaries 
Mark & Nadya Gifeisman 

Edwin & Rose Berman 

Footnote 

Film depicts father-son rivalry 
Eliezer Shkolnik is cranky, crotchety, 
and exceptionally old-fashioned 
professor of Talmudic studies at Je-
rusalem’s Hebrew University. De-
spite his relentless examination of 
obscure texts as a fanatical philolo-
gist, he has published almost noth-
ing. If he’s known at all, it’s from a 
single footnote in the work of one  
long-dead academic.  

This may not sound like a premise 
for a film, but when his son is a 
(much more successful) professor in 
the same field and there’s a mix-up 
over which one is to receive a pres-
tigious award, the story is off and 
going. 

Our February film is a 2012 re-
lease by the famed director Joseph 
Cedar. It stars  Shlomo Bar-Aba as 

Eliezer and Lior Ashkenazi as his 
son Uriel. 

We’ll see it on Sunday, February 
17, at 2:00 p.m. in the Braunstein 
Community Room. It’s in Hebrew 
with English subtitles and is rated 
PG. 

Birthdays 
Rebecca Lares 
Daniel Sporn 
Robin Staver 

Amy Schwartz 
Herman Leibson 
Steven Glantz 
Scott Moore 

Jacqueline Peffer 
Rachel Peffer 

Zachary Dolkart 
Julianna Sporn 

Jerome Steinmetz 
Gloria Friedman 

Cheryl Miller 
Rebecca Gifeisman 

Kenneth Kadar 
Ashley Holtzman 
Joshua Berman 

Emily Sporn 

Beth Herbst appears in cabaret 
Beth Herbst is one of the singers in a 
fund-raising cabaret for Community 
Arts of Elmira. Called “That’s 
Amore!” A Musical Valentine to 
Love and all its Glory,” it takes place 
at Community Arts, 413 Lake Street, 
on February 2 and 3. 

The performances are Saturday, 
February 2, at 7:00 p.m., and Sun-
day, February 3, at 2:00 p.m. Tickets, 
including the show and dessert, are 
$10 per person. For reservations, call 
(607) 846-2418. 
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Ganon (Pre-K): The end of January 
brought the end of the first semester. 
It doesn’t seem possible that we are 
halfway through the year already!  
We have already learned so much  
and still have a lot of curriculum to 
cover. We started out the month 
learning about Tu Bishvat and all of 
the foods that come from trees. Our 
other new project for the month was 
learning how to play Memory with 
vocabulary pictures and words from 
the fall holidays.       Kathy Rosenheck 
 
Kitah Alef (1): The Alef class fin-
ished their handouts on Israel. The 
students planted parsley for Tu Bish-
vat and learned about the holiday. 
We continue to have fun with the 
alef-bet and learning new Hebrew 
words. Our class enjoys reading sto-
ries, art projects and class discus-
sions about Judaism. Wishing every-
one a warm winter,         Rivka Miran 
 
Kitot Gimel & Vav (3 & 6):  It’s hard 
to believe that our school year Is 
almost half over! Hopefully every-
one is returning from a safe and re-
laxing break. In Kitah Gimel, we are 
learning about the story of David 

and Goliath. This tale of right over 
might has been repeated so many 
times throughout the history of the 
Jewish people. It also ties in perfect-
ly with our recent studies of Hanuk-
kah and the Maccabees. What a 
wonderful lesson this teaches our 
children. We have also been reading 
a wonderful book called Mitzvah the 
Mutt. It is a delightful story about a 
dog that has been rescued by a Jew-
ish family and told from the per-
spective of the dog.  

In Kitah Vav, we are discussing 
Bishvat, and we are also reading an 
excellent book called A Summer on 
Thirteenth Street. It’s the story of an 
11-year-old girl in 1944, as she lives 
in a world engulfed in war. A 
healthy and happy 2019 to all!   

 Donna Rothenberg 
 
Kitot Vav & Zayin (6 & 7): We are 
soon closing in on the end of the 
first semester. Currently we are deep 
in in each of our books. These books 
are so relevant to being Jewish to-
day. We just started studying Tzedek: 
Justice and learned about Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
and that the movie about her as a 

young lawyer, wife and mother, On 
the Basis of Sex, is at the box office. 
What a wonderful role model she is 
for us all and I couldn’t have been 
prouder to teach about her. May she 
inspire us and future generations 
with her teachings and Supreme 
court opinions.            Amanda Sharp 

Jewish Community School 

from Director Jeff Rosenheck 

It is hard to believe that we have 
completed the first semester of the 
5779 school year. Parents can expect 
to see report cards within the com-
ing weeks. Any parent with ques-
tions, comments or concerns regard-
ing the report cards should contact 
me as soon as possible to discuss 
these or to set up a parent teacher 
conference. For those new to the 
JCS, report cards are meant to share 
what content has been taught and 
the progress of each child. Grades 
are not given/provided. 

On February 1, we will hold our 
next Tot Shabbat event. Tot Shabbat 
will begin at 6:00 p.m., and is indi-
cated for students in kindergarten or 
younger. Tot Shabbat includes music 
and stories led by Rabbi Oren. The 

grade 5–7 dinner will follow Tot 
Shabbat at 6:30 p.m. Reservations 
are required for the dinner. Please 
contact the office prior to January 29 
to reserve your seat. The cost for 
adults is $5; children ages 6–12 are 
$3 and those under 6 are free. The 
night will conclude with family ser-
vices at 7:30 p.m.; all are welcome 
and encouraged to attend. 

There will be no school on Febru-
ary 17 in honor of President’s Day 
and the Mid-Winter break.  

As mentioned in other articles, I 
will be continuing to work with vol-
unteers and staff from the JCF, CKA, 
and Sisterhood to move forward 
with security and safety considera-
tions for the building. The school 
will continue to be locked during 

school hours, and visitors will be 
buzzed in from the parking lot en-
trance. The committee will continue 
to investigate additional ways to en-
sure building, visitor and student 
safety. I appreciate the collaborative 
efforts by all, and am always willing 
to discuss concerns with anyone at 
any time. 

Thank you to the parents and 
community for a wonderful first se-
mester. I am excited for semester 
two, and a host of upcoming events, 
including our Purim Carnival, Open 
House, Food Festival, and so much 
more! Please do not hesitate to con-
tact me at anytime via email or cell 
with questions, comments or con-
cerns. Stay warm as we complete the 
final weeks of winter. 

Class News 

In Memoriam 
 

Our heartfelt condolences to Lee 
and Beth Herbst and family on the 

death of Stanley Herbst.  
Zich’rono liv’ rachah, may his 
memory be for a blessing. 

 
Our heartfelt condolences to Jean 

Aronson and family at the death of 
Rabbi Phil Aronson, former rabbi 

of Temple B’nai Israel.  
Zich’rono liv’ rachah, may his 
memory be for a blessing. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 

CKA 6:00 pm Tot Shab-
bat 
JCS 6:30 pm Dinner 

CKA 7:30 pm Family 
Shabbat Service 

2 
CKA  
8:00 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 

3 
JCS 9:30 am–12:30 pm 
 

JFF 9:30 am  Meeting 

4 
CKA 7:30 pm Talmud 
Class 

5 
JCF 1:00 pm Game Day 

6 7   Community Kitchen  8 
CKA 7:30 pm Shabbat 
Service 

9 Evolution Shabbat 
CKA 9:30 am Shabbat 
Ruach with speaker and 
luncheon 

10 JCS 9:30 am–12:30 
pm w/H 8 & 9   
 

CKA Sisterhood 12:30 
Board Meeting 
 

JCF 2:00 pm Human 
Trafficking Awareness 

11 
CKA 7:30 pm Talmud 
Class 

12 
JCF 1:00 pm Game Day  

13 
CKA 12:00 pm Book 
Club 
 

CKA  
6:30 pm Exec. Board  
7:30 pm Trustees Meet-
ing 

14 15 
CKA 6:00 pm Dish to 
Pass 
7:30 pm Shabbat Service 

16 
CKA  
8:00 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 

17 
JCS No School 
 

JCF 2:00 pm Film 
Footnote 

18  
 
 
 
 
 

Washington’s Birthday 

19 
JCF 1:00 pm Game Day 
 

JCF 7:30 pm Board 
Meeting 

20 
 

21  22 
RSVP deadline: 
Shabbat Across America 
 

CKA 7:30 pm Music 
Shabbat with Sue 
Amisano 
 

23 
CKA  
8:00 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 
 

24 
JCS 9:30 am–12:30 pm 
 
 

25 
CKA 7:30 pm Talmud 
Class 

26 
JCF 1:00 pm Game Day 

27 28   
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