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The first of three workshop sessions on human trafficking will take place at 
2:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 13, 2019, at Congregation Kol Ami.  

The series is sponsored by the Jewish Center & Federation, the Zonta Club, 
and the Justice and Peace Ministry of Catholic Charities. It addresses a prob-
lem that is pervasive and growing: human trafficking, although sometimes 
hidden, takes place everywhere, and the average age of a victim is just 14 
years. 

The first session will feature the Ashley Judd film Trafficked, and an expert 
from The Potter’s Hands Foundation, a local organization that helps victims, 
will be there to answer questions or discuss concerns with the audience. 
There will be no charge but a basket will be passed to collect a free-will offer-
ing.  

The workshop will continue Sunday, February 10, and Sunday, March 10, 
with other films and speakers probably including Nefarious. We expect to 
also have representatives from the police community and from other local 
agencies.                 —Maureen Costello and Barbara Luther 

 Human trafficking in the Southern Tier 

Series begins January 13 

Special Shabbatot planned 
The month of January has four special Shabbat 

services: 
• Friday, January 11, at 7:30 p.m. is Sisterhood 

Shabbat with a special Oneg 
• Friday, January 18, is Shabbat Shirah, with a 

dish-to-pass supper at 6:00 p.m. and the even-
ing service for the Shabbat of Song at 7:30 
p.m. 

• Saturday, January 19, is Ruach Shabbat Shirah at 
9:30 a.m. 

• Friday, January 25, at 7:30 p.m. is a special Shab-
bat evening service at which Sue Amisano will sing. 

Only the dish-to-pass supper on January 18 requires reservations. Please 
call the CKA office, (607) 732-7410, and bring food that is vegan or dairy on-
ly—no meat or meat ingredients in any form. 
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from Cheryl Miller 

Congregation Kol Ami–כל עמי 

Mondays  
at 7:30 PM  

 

Many of you know that my “day 
job” (and I say that lightly, as my 
days frequently extend into the eve-
nings and weekends!) is as a school 
administrator in the Elmira City 
School District. I was a French teach-
er at the middle and high school lev-
els prior to returning to the “dark 
side” of administration in 2006. My 
job at school is very similar to my 
job at CKA, both of which I take very 
seriously: to ensure the physical and 
emotional safety for all who enter 
the buildings. 

Due to the horrible tragedy in 
Pittsburgh, CKA and the JCF have 
increased security measures to en-
sure that our members remain safe. 
Jeff Rosenheck (the Director of the 
Jewish Community School (JCS)) 
and Marcus Kantz (President of the 
Jewish Center and Federation of the 
Twin Tiers (JCF)) have taken the 
lead in resurrecting the Security 
Team that developed and imple-
mented our Emergency Operations 
Plan in the summer of 2017. The new 
Team, as authorized by the CKA 
Board at our December meeting, will 

include Jeff and Marcus as well as 
Paul Solyn (Director, JCF), Charlotte 
Kantz (President of the Jewish Com-
munity School (JCS)), Rabbi Stei-
nitz, Tina Wise (JCF Administrative 
Assistant), Fran Jankowski (CKA 
Administrative Assistant), Sharon 
Birdsall (CKA Kitchen Coordinator), 
Annie Werner or Faith Gray, 
(Presidents of Sisterhood) and either 
David Siskin or Jim Gray (leaders of 
the House Committee). Each of the 
participating organizations may des-
ignate an alternate in case the lead-
ers cannot participate at any point.  

The immediate priorities for the 
Team will be to apply to New York 
State for a grant to upgrade our 
physical plant, particularly our win-
dows, along with any other im-
provements that the Team deter-
mines would be important and ben-
eficial. The Team will meet quarterly 
to solicit and review community 
concerns and ideas, seek outside 
professional advice, council and na-
tional recommendations, review and 
update our existing Plan and, devel-
op and implement trainings. The 

Team will also work to improve the 
Building Use Form, focusing on 
making it more practical and useful, 
and will stress widespread under-
standing and proper use of it to im-
prove our continuing building secu-
rity. Our first meeting is scheduled 
for January 7.  

As we continue to review and re-
vise our building security policies, I 
encourage you to be patient with 
our changes. I know that some of 
you are uncomfortable with some of 
the measures, such as locked doors 
and the visibility of someone wear-
ing a panic button during events 
and services. Please know that we 
are enacting these measures to en-
sure the safety of those who enter 
our building to worship, learn, or 
participate in any of the activities or 
programs that are happening.  

I welcome your thoughts on the 
subject of security, as well as any 
other thoughts, concerns, ideas, or 
questions you have. My cell phone 
number is 607-331-7475 or you can 
email me at cmiller35@stny.rr.com.  

I want to thank everyone for the 
great showing of community sup-
port we had at Sparkle this year. 

Corning, New York, has put on the 
Sparkle event for 44 years now and 
this is the second year Congregation 
Kol Ami has enjoyed this wonderful 
opportunity to meet people in our 
community.  

Congregation Kol Ami’s first Spar-
kle came as a result of small think-
tank of individuals brainstorming 
on new ideas to help invigorate and 
enliven our community and its pres-
ence in the Twin Tiers. We set up a 
booth and played traditional music, 
invited folks to enjoy a donut hole 
and learn about Hanukkah and Jew-
ish life in the twin tiers with us.  

I’m happy to report that amid all 
of the hustle and bustle of Market 

Street this year, we repeated our suc-
cess with an even greater showing 
this season. A larger booth space 
was had and a great location cou-
pled with our enthusiastic volun-
teers, activities, music and a boat-
load of ugly Hanukkah sweaters de-
livered another great season. We 
sold several Sisterhood cookbooks 
and a mountain of clothing this 
year, making this a self-supporting 
event! 

We played dreidel, we told people 
about Congregation Kol Ami, we 
invited the public to come celebrate 
Chanukah with us. At one point I 
was even asked if we were the local 
Chabad House by an individual who 
was new to the area! We met a lot of 
happy people and made a lot of peo-
ple happy.      —Malachi Doane 

Sparkle: thank you! 
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from Rabbi Oren Steinitz 

• “I will murder you, if I had a 
knife I’d put it in you here. If I 
had an axe you would get it just 
like this, in your head. You’re a 
heretic. It’s permitted to kill 
you.” 
 

• “He’s right. The punishment for 
your actions is death. I don’t 
have the courage to do it, but it’s 
the right thing to do. If he does it 
I will commend him.” 
 

No, this is not a quote from a bad-
ly-written action film. These words 
were not said by a couple of gang 
members, or by new ISIS recruits. 
These blood-curdling threats were 
directed at Dr. Yizhar Hess, the Chief 
Executive of the Israeli Masorti 
(Conservative) Movement by two 
young Yeshiva students. Dr. Hess’ 
“crime” was that he came – as he 
does every month – to support the 

Women of the Wall’s monthly Rosh 
Chodesh morning service at the 
Western Wall.  

Social media fumed; a complaint 
was filed at the Jerusalem Police De-
partment; letters of support were 
quickly written. We all know the 
drill by now. The event horrified 
many, but surprised no one. Some-
how, at some point, we have learned 
to expect such words from our own 
so-called brothers and sisters. Some-
how, we learned to take for granted 
that fervent religious zeal is totally 
compatible with disregard for any 
moral or ethical or legal standard, 
not to mention common courtesy. 
We take it as the natural order of the 
world that those who will check 
fifteen times every piece of food that 
comes into their mouths, fearing 
that the kashrut level is not up to 
their standards, are much more leni-
ent about the kashrut level of what 

comes out of their mouth.  
And that is a problem. 
If, God forbid, Dr. Hess would have 

been threatened by a Christian or a 
Muslim, the public reaction would 
be totally different. First, you would 
have probably heard about first in a 
much more widespread publication 
than the Kol Ami newsletter. Politi-
cians would be standing in line to 
condemn this vile behavior. Reli-
gious leaders would be issuing state-
ments, decrying the hijacking of 
their faith by hateful people who are 
misrepresenting sacred texts to 
mask their own personal bigotry. 
But when these threats are made by 
Jews, we shrug our shoulders and 
move on, too scared to say what this 
actually is: good, old-fashioned 
baseless hatred. 

And this must stop. 

In Memoriam 
 

Our heartfelt condolences to 
Michael & Rose Semel, Allan & Jes-
sica Semel, April Semel, and their 

families on the death of wife, moth-
er and grandmother, Eileen Semel, 

on November 20.   
Zich’rona liv’racha,  

may her memory be for a blessing. 
 

Our heartfelt condolences to Jeffrey 
Dann and family on the death of 
wife, mother and grandmother, 
Beverly Dann, on December 7.  

Zich’rona liv’racha,  
may her memory be for a blessing. 

Anniversaries 
Sandra & Robert Ashendorf 
Debra & Jonathan Kravitz 

Mindy & Joe Gaieski 
Cynthia & John Massey 

Eva & John Kadar     

Kountry Krullers now 
kosher 
Products at Kountry Krullers are 
now kosher under the supervision 
of Rabbi Oren Steinitz. Bagels and 
bread are parve; everything else is 
dairy. 

Lights Bakery and the bakery at 
Weis Market are also kosher under 
Rabbi Steinitz’s supervision. At 
Lights this applies only to the bak-
ery counter, not to the restaurant; 
at Weis, only to the in-store bakery, 
not to the deli. 

Birthdays 
Svetlana Short 
Rick Rosenberg 
Stephen Koob 

Jacob Samuel Peffer 
Robert White 
Carla Cohen 

Reuven Gifeisman 
Debra Chesman   
Lenard Hirshman  
Michelle Halperin 

Theodore Goldwyn 
Beth Herbst 

Michael Lenzner 
Courtney Seltzer 
Judith Prentice 

Gail Gerard 
Dian Gerstel 

Shayna Miller 
Kristine Perle 
Richard Frank 

Carole Hoffman 
Samuel Morgan Halperin 

Kasey Lee Lenzner 
Ellen Moore 
Doris Siskin 

We have news to share with every-
one; we topped 100 outerwear 
items created for the Homeless 
Shelter through Samaritan Center 
this past year, as well as 14 single-
bed sized afghans for the facility. 
We are also now knitting and cro-
cheting for Safe House, Care First 
hospice, and the VA Homeless Vets 
in Bath, NY. 

It has been a joy for us to make a 
difference in someone’s life, and 
without the yarn donated by our 
congregation, and others, we could 
not complete our work. 

Please continue to donate yarn 
for our community work… it is so 
appreciated. 

Again, thank you. 
—Sharon DeHaas   

Knitzvah news 
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FLOWERS FOR 
THE BIMAH 

 
It is our congregation’s long-standing 

tradition to adorn  
the bimah with flowers for the  Sabbath: 

in memory of 
in honor of 

in celebration of. 
Please call Sue King, evenings 607-734-
8468, for cost, information, and to  re-

serve a date. Thank  you. 

Community Kitchen 
Generous volunteers from CKA 

and JCF prepare and serve lunch 
at the Elmira Community Kitch-

en on the first Thursday of every 
month. Our next dates are Janu-
ary 3 and February 7. If you can 
help, please contact Gil Sweet. 
Cooks, food-preparers, shop-

pers, servers... you name it, we 
need you! Cash dona ons may 

be made through the JCF. 

Shabbat Services  
except as noted below 

Shabbat Evening Service  7:30 PM  
Shabbat Morning Service  8:00 AM  
Shabbat Morning Service  9:30 AM with Torah reading 

Noteworthy Upcoming Religious Observances 

Friday, January 11 
Sisterhood Shabbat Evening Service  7:30 PM 
 
Saturday, January 12 
Shabbat Morning Service 8:00 AM 
Shabbat Morning Service  9:30 AM 
 
Friday, January 18 
Dish-to-Pass Dinner 6:00 PM 
Shabbat Shirah Evening Service 7:30 PM 

Saturday, January 19 
Shabbat Shirah Ruach 9:30 AM 
 
Friday, January 25 
Music Shabbat Service with Sue Amisano 7:30 PM 
 
Saturday, January 26 
Shabbat Morning Service 8:00 AM 
Shabbat Morning Service  9:30 AM 

January 4–5 
4:31 PM 

Vaera  
Torah Exodus 6:2–9:35 
Pr. Ezekiel 28:25–29:21 

January 11–12 
4:41 PM 

Bo 
Torah Exodus 10:1–13:16 

Pr. Jeremiah 46:13–28 

January 18–19 
4:49 PM 

Beshalach 
Torah Exodus 13:17–17:16 

Pr. Judges 4:4–5:31 

January 25–26 
4:58 PM 

Yitro 
Torah Exodus 18:1–20:23 

Pr. Isaiah 6:1–9:5,6 

Weekly Torah/Haftarah Portions & Candle Lighting 

PRAYER FOR THE ILL 
OR ILL AT HEART  

 

Adonai, You who blessed our 
ancestors, Abraham and Sarah, 

Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob, 
Rachel, and Leah, send Your 

blessing to those who are ill of 
body and ill of spirit. Grant 

them Refuah Sh’lema, a 
complete  recovery,  

and may healing come 
speedily. Amen. 

CKA Book Club  
 

All meetings are in the Jerome & Etkind Library on the second Wednesday of each month at noon. 
 
 
 
 

Borrow these from the CKA library, ask for them at the public library,  
or purchase them, and join us. Don’t forget to bring your lunch! 

January 9 
A Terrible Country  
by Keith Gessen 

February 13 
The Tattooist of Auschwitz  

by Heather Morris 

March 13 
The Subway Girls  

by Susie Orman Schnall 
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Flowers for the Bimah 
January 4: Honoring shekinah  

emanator of Chesed by John & 
Joanne Travers 

January 11: In honor of Sisterhood 
Shabbat  

January 18: In memory of Ruth 
Fidelman & Bernard Max Komer 

January 25: In memory of  
husband, Keith Miller, and mother-
in-law, Esther Miller, by Cheryl  
Miller & Family 

 
General Fund  

In memory of Rosalyn Wladis by 
the Sandler Family 

In honor of Richard Cohen’s 75th 
birthday by Cindy, Rob, Sean, Ken 
Gurells & Family 

In memory of Beverly Dann by 
Robert & Suzanne Urban 

In memory of Rosalyn Wladis by 
Dorothy Jacobson 

In memory of Beverly Dann by 
Sheila & Joe Levine 

In memory of Beverly Dann by  
Larry & Hermine Shapiro 

In memory of Beverly Dann by 
Howard Brewster 

In memory of Henry Lenhardt by 
Terry & Marcia Lenhardt 

In memory of Beverly Dann by the 
CKA Book Club 

In memory of Beverly Dann by 
Geraldine Keenan, Daniel &  
Margaret Gerhart 

In memory of Beverly Dann by Jon 
& Susan Moehlmann 

In memory of Beverly Dann by 
Alan & Katherine Freed 

In memory of Beverly Dann by 
Howard & Nellie Brewster 

 
Prayer Book Fund & Dedication 

In memory of Norma R. Earl Shelia 
Madden 

In memory of Eileen Semel by  
Myra & Jerry Stemerman & Family 

In memory of Rosalyn Wladis by 
Tom & Suzanne Hesselson 

In memory of Rosalyn Wladis by 
Sisterhood 

In memory of Eileen Semel by  
Sisterhood 

In memory of Beverly Dann by  
Sisterhood 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  
In appreciation by Nancy Nicastro 
In appreciation by Margery Ziff 
In memory of Irving Hirshman by 

Lenard & Marianne Hirshman 
In memory of William Sitrin by 

Sharon Sitrin-Moore & Scott 
Moore 

 
Security Fund 

In memory of Eileen Semel by  
Lee & Anita Adelsberg 
Robert & Susan Price 
Daniel & Maryann Rothstein 
Elizabeth Bell & Martin Elgison 
Mike & Alison Arkin 
Fran & Alan Schneit 
Betsy Hilfiger & William Carey 
Scott & Sharon Sitrin-Moore 
Norma Brooks 
Ed & Irina Greenwald 
Howard Borkan 
Larry & Nancy Bell 
Diane Fistek, JCF Family Fund  

Synagogue Endowment Fund  
Blue Chai: In memory of Vivian 

Graubard by Hon. & Mrs. Sidney 
Graubard 

 
Sisterhood Kitchen Fund 

In memory of Rosalyn Wladis by 
Lee & Anita Adelsberg 

 
Education Fund 

In memory of Chet Fox by Linda L. 
Fox 

In memory of Fay Levine by Linda 
L. Fox 

In memory of brothers, Harold & 
Bernard Berman, by Ed & Rose  
Berman 

In memory of parents, Abraham & 
Edith Rubin, by Estelle & Herbert 
Morris 

CKA Donations 
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from President Marcus Kantz 

Jewish Center and Federation 

All information for the February issue 
of the Kol Ami must be submitted to 
one of the organizational offices by  
January 10. Please be sure that all 

dates are on the JCF calendar. 

Office hours 
Congregation Kol Ami: Monday–

Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Jewish Center and Federation: 

Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m., and by appointment. 

Above the snow-covered yard, the 
birds are basically swarming around 
the feeder. It’s mostly empty, leaving 
only 6 feeding perches, so they have 
to take turns. Right now there are 3 
of the red-headed guys, 2 with the 
black hats and chins, and one sort of 
non-descript brown one. They’re all 
small and about the same size, tak-
ing a few bites and then making 
room for the next crew. A couple of 
minutes ago there was a female car-
dinal and a bunch of the brown 
guys. Earlier on a big blue jay flut-
tered in, settled for 10 seconds or so 
and then fluttered off.  They’re really 
too big for the feeder, and their bal-
ance doesn’t seem to be so hot, so 
they have trouble staying upright, 
but they’re hungry too. They must 
have an alternate food source in the 
wild. In the picture books, the cardi-
nals, with their tufts, seem like they 
ought to be the same size as the blue 
jays, but they’re not. They’re barely 
any bigger than the red heads and 
black chins. Then there’s the occa-
sional wax wing, also with a tuft, 
and even smaller than the cardinals.  

The thing about all these birds is 
that, despite their great diversity, 
they all get along. 

Down on the ground below the 
feeder, the snow has been trampled 
by a different and even more diverse 
nation of mourning doves, the much 
larger pigeons, and, of course, the 
squirrels. The doves and pigeons all 
just strut around, seeming to ran-
domly peck at the droppings from 
the feeder, hoping to find something 

edible among the discarded husks. 
They must be succeeding because 
they keep coming back. The squir-
rels appear much more organized 
and intentional in their movements, 
not wasting time pecking at random, 
though never missing an opportuni-
ty to chase one another around. I’m 
convinced that they’re playing and 
not fighting. And they all get along, 
the doves and the pigeons and the 
squirrels. 

Meanwhile, in the background 
our family of deer are on their 
morning trek from right to left 
through the ankle-deep snow, head-
ing from their night-time resting 
place to somewhere else where they 
will presumably chow down. In the 
summer, they spend some time 
munching on our grass and bushes, 
but today, with the snow, they’re 
going where they know the food is 
easier to get at. They stop every few 
steps to stand like statues, staring or 
listening or smelling, I don’t know. 
They don’t play around like the 
birds or the squirrels, except when 
they’re very young, but that doesn’t 
happen this time of year. In our 
yard, it’s only the family unit that 
comes by, and they get along as the 
go along, seemingly because it’s all 
they know to do. 

Next door, a pre-teen girl as tall as 
I am comes out in her bright tur-
quoise dinosaur PJ’s with a hood 
and a tail to get the mail. She waves 
to the two guys getting into their 
truck (We used to call them pickup 
trucks, with the bigger things called 

trucks, but now the pickups are the 
most common vehicle on the road 
hereabouts, and they call ‘em just 
plain trucks). The girl and the guys 
are pretty much in different worlds, 
but they get along.  

In the world outside my window, 
everybody gets along. And that 
brings me to my message. If I have 
any power from this exalted throne 
called President of the JCF, and/or if 
I have any power of the pen by vir-
tue of writing a column for the Kol 
Ami, then I want to wield every 
ounce of that power to suggest you 
try your darnedest to do one simple 
thing in the world: Just Get Along. 
Get along with your families, your 
neighbors, your friends, your ac-
quaintances, your passers-by, your 
teachers, your students, your sales 
people, your customers, your bosses, 
your staff, the people just like you, 
the people completely unlike you, 
the people you love and the people 
you hate. 

I’m not saying to ignore any value 
judgements you may have. They 
may be completely valid and valua-
ble in helping you to negotiate liv-
ing in the world. But I am suggesting 
that we all try very hard not to let 
those value judgements stand be-
tween us and just getting along. It 
works for the birds, in their winter 
society in which competition for my 
bird seed means life or death. But 
they get along. So can we.  

Video features Yachad speaker 
Although his Yachad presentation in 
December was about Biblical ar-
chaeology, Dr. Richard Freund also 
mentioned his recent work in the 
archaeology of the Holocaust. 

A NOVA program in 2016 featured 
his team’s discovery of both an es-
cape tunnel from the Ponar concen-
tration camp in Poland and the site 
of the Great Synagogue of Vilna. 
We’ll screen it on Sunday, January 

20, at 10:30 a.m. in the Braunstein 
Community Room. 
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from Executive Director Paul Solyn 

With the 2018 UJA campaign still in 
progress, the JCF has allocated the 
funds contributed in 2017.  The total 
available to distribute, including 
proceeds from endowed funds, was 
$48,159. 

Local organizations received 
$13,220, with the largest share, 
$9,720, going to the Jewish Commu-
nity School. The Food Bank of the 
Southern Tier received $2,500, and 
$500 will support the Jewish com-
munity’s work in the Elmira Com-
munity Kitchen.  

International and Israeli organiza-
tions received a total of $29,789. The 
Jewish Federations of North Ameri-
ca received $17,289. Part of this will 
go to the Jewish Agency for Israel, 
for immigrant support and rural 
development projects in Israel, and 

part to the Joint Distribution Com-
mittee, for relief of struggling Jewish 
communities outside Israel and 
North America. 

Project Kesher received $500 for 
leadership development for Jewish 
women in eastern Europe and the 
former Soviet Union. The Jewish 
Coalition for Disaster Relief, the He-
brew Immigrant Aid Society, and 
IsraAid each received $3,000, all for 
worldwide disaster assistance. 

Women Wage Peace is a new re-
cipient that Suzanne Hesselson 
spoke about at a Sisterhood meet-
ing. It’s a group of Jewish and Arab 
women working at the grassroots 
level to bring about peace, and re-
ceived $1,000. 

The Israel Religious Action Center 
received $1,000 for its work on be-

half of Jewish religious rights and 
religious pluralism in Israel. 

U.S. organizations receiving funds 
were the Anti-Defamation League 
and the Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter. Each received $3,000 for efforts  
to resist hate speech, monitor hate 
groups, and promote tolerance. 

The JCF reserved $500 for local 
family emergency assistance, and 
$1,500 for future disaster relief. In 
addition it applied $900 toward UJA 
campaign expenses, and $250 to-
ward audit expenses. Except for 
these amounts, all funds allocated 
were distributed in December. 

The allocations committee con-
sisted of Liz Walton, chair, Erin 
Doane, Marc Hample, Gloria Fried-
man, and me. 

 

Hospital Visits & Mi-shebeirach List 
Due to HIPPA, no hospital can divulge names of pa ents unless a release is signed.  Upon hospitaliza on, please complete neces-

sary paperwork so that the CKA office and Rabbi Oren Steinitz will be no fied, or call the CKA office.  
 

The CKA office would appreciate being no fied when one of your loved ones no longer needs our special prayers for them.  
This enables us to keep the Mi-shebeirach list up to date. 

PJ LIBRARY 
 

Free books and  
music for  

Jewish children 
 

ages 6 months–8 years 
http://www.pjlibrary.org/

communities/ 
elmira–twin–tiers/317 

 

ages 9–11 years 
http://www.pjourway.org 

 
A project of the Jewish Center 

& Federation and the  
Harold Grinspoon Foundation 

An Enemy of the People 

Film is classic drama 
You’ve probably heard the phrase 
“enemy of the people” recently, but 
it has a long history, dating back to 
Roman times. In the twentieth cen-
tury it was used especially by Nazi 
Germany and Soviet Russia. 

Our January film is an adaptation 
by Arthur Miller of the 1882 play of 
that title, by Henrik Ibsen. Produced 
in 1978 but never widely distributed, 
it stars Steve McQueen, playing 
against type, in his only film appear-
ance in a stage classic.  

McQueen plays an idealistic, 
small-town doctor in Norway who 
has discovered that the town’s eco-
nomic mainstay, a therapeutic hot 
spring, is contaminated by tannery 
waste.  When he fights for an expen-
sive decontamination plan, the town 
turns against him and takes repris-
als.  

An Enemy of the People co-stars 
Bibi Andersson, Charles Durning, 

and Richard Dysart. It was directed 
by George Schaefer, with a screen-
play by Alexander Jacobs. We’ll see 
it on Sunday, January 27, at 3:00 
p.m. in the Braunstein Community 
Room. 
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Never start a letter with an apology.  
Never make a list of people to thank, 
for fear of leaving someone out.  

Well, I’m breaking the rules. 
To say Thank You to all of you 

who helped to earn over $6,000 for 
the JCF.  

New folks: Stuart Trock, for driv-
ing his truck all over two counties, 
Malachi Doane for helping him 
schlep heavy stuff. Catherin Ruland 
for her wonderful baby clothes do-
nations, Jacinda Cardone for assist-
ing in labeling toys and stuff, Her-
mine Shapiro for working as a 
packer/pricer, Erin Doane for label-
ing and for being a packer/pricer, 
and Karey Solomon for being a 
packer/pricer.  

Long time helpers: Mindy Gaieski, 

Carole Hoffman, Gil and Harriet 
Sweet, Sue King, Marilyn Rab-
inowitz, Teri Doerksen, Mathias Do-
erkson-Goldwater, Liz Walton, Rivka 
Miran, Sheila and Jeff Katz, Irv Ap-
pel, Adar Steinitz, Lisa Goldberg, Ina 
Kushnir, Miriam Greene, Tom Hes-
selson.  

Greeters and door marshalls: John 
Massey, John Goldman, Marcus 
Kantz, Charlotte Kantz.  

Donors of unusual money-making 
goods: Cheryl Miller, Alan Angell 
and Beth Dollinger, Suzanne Hes-
selson, Gil and Harriet Sweet, Mindy 
Misnick, Ellen Wohl, Zsuszi Kadar, 
Myra and Jerry Stemerman.  

(I know I can’t name everyone 
who donated “Good Stuff.” Thanks 
all of you.)  

Captains who organize their mer-
chandise, set up the room, convert 
their areas into individual shops and 
spend countless hours doing so: Lin-
da Kaufman, Faith Gray, Michelle 
Berliss, Cynthia Massey, Barb Luther, 
Terri Dobbs, Charlotte Kantz, Aman-
da Sharp, Steve Etkind, Marge Ham-
ilton, Paul Solyn, Annie Werner, 
Maddy Dolkart, Dian Gerstel.  

And three more wonderful ladies 
who make our sale successful: Sheila 
Rachlin, our Philadelphia connec-
tion who is consigning our “good 
stuff,” Hollie Snyder, who  finds hid-
den gems and prices them accord-
ingly, and Tina Wise, who tracks the 
finances and most importantly 
keeps all of us calm.  

—Anita Adelsberg 

Jazzy Junque 

Thank you, thank you, thank you 

UJA Campaign 
 
Donor 
Lawrence & Kathy Cohen 
Karen Mikulka Dinsfriend 
Hermine & Larry Shapiro 
 
Friend 
Edwin Berman 
Ron & Kathy Herman 
Jonathan & Debbie Kravitz 
Malvina Kushnir 
Gerald & Harriette Lindsay 
Lev & Ella Shugol 
David & Doris Siskin  
 
Sponsor 
Michael & Susan German 
Mark Banach & Deborah Wolfe 
Erin & Malachi Doane 

Nancy Nicastro 
Alex & Marilyn Rabinowitz 
Janet Stemerman Rochlin 
Jeffrey A. Rosenheck 
Adar & Rabbi Oren Steinitz 
 
Supporter 
Marc Hample 
John and Eva Kadar 
Charlotte & Marcus Kantz  
Paul Solyn 

 
Patron  
Suzanne & Tom Hesselson 
 
Benefactor 
Baker Memorial Fund 
Tracey Norman & Marc Stemerman 

& Family 
 
Guardian 
Ralph Obler 

JCF Donations 

Save the Date 
 

Saturday, February 9 
9:30 AM – Shabbat Ruach 

 

Evolution Shabbat 
Guest Speaker: Dr. Sandra D. Michael 

Binghamton University 

Clemens Center celebrates MLK 
The Clemens Center will celebrate 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on Satur-
day, January 12, at 7:30 p.m., with 
We Shall Overcome, inspired by his 
words and life. 

It’s a showcase of repertoire from 
across African American music tra-
ditions, interspersed with selections 
from his recorded speeches. It covers 
a breadth of genres: traditional gos-

pel, modern gospel, classical, jazz, 
Broadway and spirituals. From Are-
tha Franklin, to Wynton Marsalis; 
Duke Ellington to Stevie Wonder; 
Nina Simone to Donny Hathaway; 
and traditional spirituals and music 
from “the Wiz,” Sneed’s unique un-
derstanding of each genre allows 
him to fluidly cover so much musi-
cal ground in a single performance. 

The producer and director, Da-
mien Sneed, has collaborated on 
original works for Wynton Marsalis, 
accompanies Jessye Norman, and 
has toured with Diana Ross, Aretha 
Franklin, and the Clark Sisters.  

Tickets, starting at $30, are availa-
ble from the Clemens Center box 
office, (607) 734-8191. Youth tickets 
are half price. 
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January  Tevet 
 1 Leon Markson 24 
 1 Marquerite Champion 24 
 1 Morris Liebson 24 
 1 Eleanor Strumpf 24 
 1 Joseph Bimberg 24 
 2 Jack Rosenthal 25 
 2 Dora J. Barcon 25 
 3 Ruth Fidelman 26 
 3 Florence Glass 26 
 3 Gertrude Sacks 26 
 3 Edward Small 26 
 3 Edna Stone 26 
 4 Howard Greenberg 27 
 4 Rose Kaplan 27 
 4 Norma Feinstein 27 
 4 Paula Bank Plaut 27 
 4 George Nathenson 27 
 4 Frank Harris 27 
 4 Silas Henry 27 
 5 Minette Salsburg 28 
 5 Rosa Wohl 28 
 5 Irving Scherr 28 
 5 Helen Cohan 28 
 5 Nathan Knispel 28 
 6 Rose Plitt 29 
 6 Myer A. Miller 29 
 6 Wilhelmina Friedman 29 
 
January  Shevat 
 7 Ruth Board 1 
 8 Lillian Soodek 2 
 9 Abe W. Winston 3 
 9 Barry Hyman 3 
10 David Snowiss 4 
10 Samuel M. Salsburg 4 
10 Bertha Singer Prell 4 

11 Nettie Steinmetz 5 
11 Joseph Spiegal 5 
12 Gertrude Adelson 6 
12 Marlene J. Condon 6 
12 Issac Slohm 6 
12 Minerva Laskow  6 
14 Barbara Shapiro 8 
14 Bertha C. Radin 8 
14 Arthur O. Varon 8 
14 Karen Featherman 8 
14 Tiba Michlosky 8 
14 Joseph Rockman 8 
15 Leon Braude 9 
15 Milton Aronowitz 9 
16 Abe Chernosky 10 
16 Paul Levy 10 
16 Irving Levy 10 
16 Lillian Walter 10 
16 Freda Werner 10 
17 Marvin Wladis 11 
17 Edith Ornstat 11 
17 Esther Gladke 11 
18 Joe Kaplan 12 
18 Bernard M. Komer 12 
18 Sherry Miller 12 
19 Olga Barkus 13 
19 Sally Staver 13 
20 Albert Kaplan 14 
20 J. Ralph Paltrowitz 14 
21 Morris Braude 15 
21 Louis E. Stern 15 
21 Herman S. Schindler 15 
22 Eliner Greenberg 16 
22 Harry W. Theisen 16 
23 Ethel Halperin Miller 17 
23 Blanche Rosenblatt 17 
23 Leon Markson 17 

23 Ruth Fidelman 17 
23 Mary Berinstein 17 
24 Samuel Allenstein 18 
24 Saul Cadel 18 
24 Rita Eagen 18 
24 Irving Sandler 18 
24 Morris B. Seamon 18 
24 Maude M. Pollak 18 
25 Max Berman 19 
25 Ann Hoffman 19 
25 Ernest Rosenwald 19 
25 Marion J. Miller 19 
26 Seymour Nusbaum 20 
26 Herbert Friedman 20 
26 Alexander Scheps 20 
26 Bertha Rosenfield 20 
26 Philip Snowiss 20 
27 Etna Kushnir 21 
27 Martha W. Spiegel 21 
28 Samuel Cohen  22 
28 Keith Miller 22 
28 Laura M. Marlowe 22 
28 Sally Aronowitz 22 
29 Kathleen Golby 23 
29 Bernard Steinman 23 
29 Harry Seltzer 23 
29 Fay Robbins 23 
30 Virginia S. Friedman 24 
30 Rev. Elmer Appel 24 
31 Steven Braunstein 25 
31 Marcia Susan Story 25 
 
Names of Confederate soldiers  
buried in Woodlawn National  
Cemetery are included above. 

Yahrzeits 

Adult Education  
Open to the entire community 

Saturdays at 8:30 a.m.: Breakfast 
and discussion—topic determined by 
the participants. Attend the brief 
Shabbat morning service at 8:00 
a.m. and stay for breakfast, or come 
for breakfast and stay for the full 
Shabbat service at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Mondays, January 7, 14, and 28, at 
7:30 p.m.: “Talmud for Non-
Talmudists” with Rabbi Oren  
Steinitz. 

Sundays, January 6, 13, and 27, at 
10:30 a.m.: “Disagreement in the 
Name of Heaven” with Maggid Paul 
Solyn.  
 
Sunday, January 20, at 10:30 a.m.: 
Video, “Holocaust Escape Tunnel,” 
featuring the work of Dr. Richard 
Freund. 

JCF Game Days 

Tuesdays at 1:00 PM 

 

 

 

 
 

Meet your friends in the Jerome 

& Etkind Library for your choice 

of board or card games  

(no strip poker, please),  

refreshments, and  

winter companionship. 
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Ganon (Pre-K): We have been busy 
during the month of December 
learning about Hanukkah.  There are 
lots of new vocabulary words as well 
as so many great books to share.  
Our music teacher for the month of 
December, Mrs. Herbst, kept us en-
gaged with new songs as well as 
making time to sing some of our 
favorites.  We enjoyed learning hand 
motions and sign language with 
some of the songs. 

There were other great activities 
during the month such as the family 
movies and lunch on Dec. 2 and the 
Hanukkah party on the 9th. 

Kathy Rosenheck 
 
Kitah Alef (1): The Alef class en-
joyed learning about and celebrating 
Hanukkah. The year is half over and 
we look forward to continuing our 
studies on Israel, the Jewish Holi-
days and the Alef-Bet. Besides com-
pleting handouts and discussing 
their meaning; the class completed 
hands-on learning projects. Wishing 
everyone a safe and warm winter, 

Rivka Miran 
 
 

Kitot Gimel & Vav (3 & 6): It’s that 
time of the year when the students 
get to celebrate their favorite holi-
day, Hanukkah. In both Kitah Gimel 
and Kitah Vav, we were busy dis-
cussing and retelling the story of 
Hanukkah. We talked about the cou-
rageous Maccabees and the miracle 
of the oil that should have lasted one 
day and miraculously lasted for 
eight days. Your children eagerly 
looked forward to the Hanukkah 
party we had during Sunday school.  

Donna Rothenberg 
Kitot Vav & Zayin (6 & 7): The two 
classes enjoyed the special music 
with Eliana Light. Her enthusiasm 
was infectious. We all looked for-
ward to Hanukkah and not just the 
presents but as a time to gather with 
our families and strengthen our 
bonds as Jews. We are all human 
and the world forces need repair. 

Amanda Sharp 

Jewish Community School 

from Director Jeff Rosenheck 

It is hard to believe we are reaching 
the halfway point of the school year. 
January 27 will mark the end of the 
first marking period/semester, a to-
tal of 15 school days will have 
passed. Parents should expect to see 
progress reports for their children by 
mid February either through direct 
contact or by mail. Parents request-
ing a parent-teacher conference 
should email or call me directly to 
set up the conference.  

December was a fabulous month 
for the school. On December 2, 
many students stayed after school to 
enjoy three Hanukkah  movies, in-
cluding the forever classic, A Rugrats 
Chanukah. A pizza lunch was also 
served. December 9 featured our 
annual school Hanukkah celebra-

tion, complete with singing, stories 
and exciting crafts. The celebration 
concluded with jelly donuts, latkes 
and hot dogs. Thanks to the commu-
nity for making latkes and the 
school parents for helping with the 
food preparation.  

I want to take a minute to wel-
come Terri Dobbs to the school fac-
ulty. Terri will be serving as a teach-
ing assistant some weeks for the 
third grade class, alongside master 
teacher Rivka Miran. We welcome 
Terri and thank her for her support.  

The JCS will be closed January 20 
for the Martin Luther King weekend. 
On January 13, Hebrew teacher So-
phie Marmor will offer a brief 
presentation for parents regarding 
the online Hebrew program, includ-

ing a brief tutorial. Families of stu-
dents in grades 3, 6 and 7 are wel-
come. The presentation will begin at 
12:30.  

Looking towards February, our 
next school dinner will be on Friday, 
February 1 at 6:30 p.m. The dinner 
and family services that will follow, 
will feature students in our sixth 
and seventh grade classes. Dinner 
reservations are required to the JCF 
Office by January 30. A Tot Shabbat 
celebration will occur prior to din-
ner at 6:00. 

I again appreciate the community 
support of the school. Anyone with 
questions or concerns should con-
tact me directly at 607-731-4217 or 
by email at jrosenheck14@aol.com.  

Class News Sisterhood 
Shabbat 

 
 
 
 
 

Friday, January 11 
7:30 PM 

 

Join Congregation Kol 
Ami Sisterhood mem-
bers as they take part 
in this special service. 

 

To request a part in the 
service, please call Terri 
Dobbs or Barb Luther. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1    Offices Closed 

 
 
 
 

New Year’s Day 

2 3   Community Kitchen  4 
CKA 7:30 pm Shabbat 
Service 

5 
CKA  
8:00 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 

6 
JCS 9:30 am -12:30 pm 
w/H 8 & 9   
JCF 10:30 am Adult Ed. 

7 
 
 
CKA 7:30 pm Talmud Class 

8 
 
JCF 1:00 pm Game Day 

9 
CKA  
12:00 Book Club 
6:00 pm Exec. Board  
7:00 pm Trustees Meeting 

10 11 
CKA 7:30 pm  
Sisterhood Shabbat 

12 
CKA  
8:00 am Shabbat Service 
9:00 am Shabbat Service 

13  
JCS 9:30 am -12:30 pm 
JCF 10:30 am Adult Ed. 
 
Human Trafficking Film & 
Discussion 2:00 pm 

14 
 
CKA 7:30 pm Talmud Class 

15 
 
JCF 1:00 pm Game Day 
 
JCF 7:30 pm Board Meet-
ing 

16 17 18 
CKA 6:00 pm Dish to Pass 
7:30 pm Shabbat Service 
 
 
 

Shabbat Shirah 

19 
CKA  
9:30 am Shabbat Ruach  
 

Shabbat Shirah 

20 
JCS No school 
 
JCF 10:30 am Video: 
“Holocaust Escape Tunnel” 

21 Offices Closed 
 
 

MLK Birthday 
 

22 
 
JCF 1:00 pm Game Day 

23 24 25 
CKA 7:30 pm Music  
Shabbat with Sue Amisano 

26 
CKA  
8:00 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 

27 
JCS 9:30 am -12:30 pm 
w/H 8 & 9   
JCF 10:30 am Adult Ed. 
3:00 Film: An Enemy of the 
People 

28 
 
 
 
CKA 7:30 pm Talmud Class 

29 
 
JCF 1:00 pm Game Day 

30 31   
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