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Congregation Kol Ami will celebrate Purim on 
the evening of Wednesday, March 20, and the 
morning of Thursday, March 21. 

The celebration on Wednesday evening will 
include an “abridged and gonzo” reading of 
Megillat Esther in English with the traditional 
trope.  

Pizza, drinks—both alcoholic and nonalcoholic—and snacks will be pro-
vided, and don’t forget your costumes and noisemakers! No reservations are 
needed; a donation of $5 is suggested. 

Every child in costume will receive a prize. For adults there will be prizes 
for the best Jewish costume and the best secular costume. The festivities 
begin at 7:00 p.m. 

On Thursday, there will be a shacharit service at 9:30 a.m. including a He-
brew reading of the Megillah. It’s a weekday, so tefillin are encouraged. Cos-
tumes are, of course, also encouraged, but no drinks until after the service. 

Skate with the team after the game 

See the Enforcers play on March 17 

Trafficking series concludes 
The series of workshops on Human Trafficking concludes with its third ses-
sion on Sunday, March 10, at 2:00 p.m.  

The third session will present members of law enforcement who will 
speak about situations they face. They  will also address the details of what 
actions they take and any needs they may have. After the officers, we will 
have Kathy Dubel discuss public policy and advocacy and how it is relevant 
to the problems.     

The main purpose of the workshop has been to make members of the 
community aware of the increasing problems of human trafficking. The next 
step will be to access ways the victims can be helped and we expect to en-
courage assistance to the programs available. 

—Maureen Costello 

Purim celebrations planned 

Pro hockey is back, and the Jewish 
community will be at the Elmira En-
forcers’ game on Sunday, March 17, 
against the Watertown Wolves. It’s one 
of the team’s few Sunday afternoon 
games, beginning at 4:05 p.m. 

We’ll sit together and have a special, 
discounted price of $10 for seats near 
the end where the Enforcers shoot 
twice. To reserve seats, please call the 
Enforcers directly at (607) 734-7825 
and say that you’re with the Jewish 
Center & Federation group. Your tickets 
will be held at the box office  on the Gray Street side of First Arena. 

After the game there will be free skating with the team. Skate rentals will 
be available, or bring your own skates. 
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from President Marcus Kantz 

Jewish Center and Federation 

According to that renowned expert 
Punxsutawney Phil, by the time you 
read this, Spring should be springing 
up all over. Of course, at the time 
I’m writing it, there’s still some ice 
and snow on the ground and plenty 
of chill in the air. But Phil promises 
that Spring is on its way, and he 
seems very, very confident. Just look 
outside. Flowers springing up, drib-
bles turning into flowing springs, 
and, of course, that primal urge 
called Spring Cleaning. Why, I bet 
that even Phil is just now starting to 
clean out his hole to make way for 
any new Baby Phils who might 
come along. But that leaves every-
one, including Phil, with a series of 
major problems:  

What to do with all the stuff that 
has to go in order to make room for 
all of the Spring Fling dancing and 
Summer Sashaying? What to do 
with all those wonderful and cher-
ished items that just don’t fit in with 
the new springy décor? What to do 
with all of those wedding presents 

we got years ago and never even 
opened because, well, just because? 
What to do with all of those nice 
clothes in which we looked oh so 
good, but that we just can’t seem to 
fit into any more? What to do with 
all the belongings of the kids who 
have now gone off to school, or to 
jobs, or to households of their own? 
Sure, they are all sentimental me-
mentoes of good times. But couldn’t 
they, wouldn’t they actually be use-
ful for families who actually need 
our stuff more than we need our 
mementoes? 

I’m betting that by now you are 
catching my drift that it is now time 
for all of us to spring into action and 
start collecting our piles, our closet-
fulls and our garage corner-fulls of 
our no-longer-needed items for the 
the Tchotchke Market at the Jewish 
Food Festival and for the 2019 Jazzy 
Junque and Classy Clutter Sale.  

Linda Kaufman’s article on page 4 
has suggestions of items to donate 
for the Tchotchke Market. The Jew-

ish Food Festival is on May 5, so 
don’t delay. 

Jazzy Junque: yes, November is a 
long way away, and we can’t accept 
large donations just yet. But the 
sooner we start clearing out our cur-
rent clutter, the sooner we can start 
admiring our fresh springy house-
holds, and the sooner we can ration-
ally, and with greatly reduced guilt, 
start filling them up with items that 
we really, really, really need. Right 
now. 

So, seriously. Start your Spring 
Cleaning now, ever mindful of the 
great value that your items will pro-
vide to Jazzy Junque, which, in turn, 
will offer them at ridiculously low 
prices to the many longstanding im-
patient customers in our communi-
ty, and, in turn, the much needed 
revenue for our organizations. 

Thanks to Phil’s advice that 
Spring is coming soon, Charlotte 
and I have already started our 
spring-cleaning piles. I hope you’ll 
do the same. Thanks.  

Stolen Summer 

Film stems from well-known project 
Our March film occupies a unique position: more 
people  have seen a documentary about its making 
than have seen the film itself. 

Stolen Summer was the first film produced by Project 
Greenlight, founded by Ben Affleck, Matt Damon, 
and Chris Moore to facilitate the work of new 
filmmakers. How it came to be was the subject of 
the first season of the Project Greenlight series on 
HBO. 

It’s the touching story of a young Catholic boy, 
Peter O’Malley, who’s on a quest to help a dying 
Jewish friend, Danny Jacobsen, get into heaven. On 
an unforgettable adventure marked by conflict and 
discovery, Pete and Danny will together learn the 
true meaning of hope and friendship. With Aidan 
Quinn (Legends of the Fall) and Kevin Pollak (The 
Usual Suspects) portraying the families’ patriarchs, 
this critically acclaimed feature also stars Brian 
Dennehy (Tommy Boy), Bonnie Hunt (The Green 
Miles), and Eddie Kaye Thomas (American Pie) in an 
outstanding all-star cast. 

We’ll see it on Sunday, March 24, at 2:00 p.m. in 
the Braunstein Community Room. It’s rated PG. 

“The two youngsters are not polished performers, but that’s 
actually part of the subtle charm.”—New York Post 



March 2019            3 

from Executive Director Paul Solyn 

Many who practice Jewish medita-
tion first encountered meditation in 
the context of Buddhism. It was easy 
to accept in that setting because 
Buddhism and Judaism, at superfi-
cial levels, don’t appear to be in con-
flict. 

There are still many “Ju-Bus” who 
practice Buddhist meditation and 
perhaps a variety of “Buddhism lite,” 
but Jewish meditation doesn’t actu-
ally stem from Buddhist sources. Its 
history goes back to some of our 
earliest rabbis. 

According to Rabbi Lawrence 
Hoffman, many of the same rabbis 
whose arguments over fine points of 
Jewish law constitute the greater 
part of the Talmud practiced medita-
tion. Some were seeking enlighten-
ment, a few sought ecstatic visions, 
and others craved spiritual succor in 

a world from which the old form of 
Jewish spirituality—the Temple ritu-
als—was absent. In the Talmud, 
some are described as meditating for 
an hour before and after each of the 
three daily worship service—nine 
hours a day. 

In the modern world, according to 
Rabbi Goldie Milgram, “Just as 
healthy foods nourish us through 
the blood stream, so Jewish medita-
tion nourishes our ‘soul stream.’ 
Meditation can transform Judaism 
from the purely intellectual process 
most of us grew up with into a spir-
itual practice that links us to Juda-
ism in the most profound way.” 

This month I’ll offer two classes 
introducing Jewish meditation, and 
two more in April. These will be at a 
very basic level, so no meditation 
experience is needed, just a willing-

ness to try some new things. There 
will be no obligation to continue in 
any practice that doesn’t seem to 
work for you—not every form of 
meditation benefits every person—
nor will anyone have to sit in a lotus 
position on the floor. 

Each session will explore one or 
more ways of meditating Jewishly, 
and we’ll also practice some from 
the preceding sessions. Among those 
we may try are repeating short texts 
(from prayers, the Torah, or the 
Psalms), chanting long texts without 
analyzing them, stillness and si-
lence, and guided visualizations. 

The first two sessions are Sundays, 
March 10 and 24, at 10:30 a.m. Two 
more sessions will be on April 14 
and 28. 

 

Lee Adelsberg 
Brielle Berman 
Diane Berman 

Beverly Braunstein 
Linda Chernosky 
Richard Gerard 
Susan German 
Noah Goldwyn 
Clay Granoff 

Marjorie Hamilton 
Mathew Hesselson 
Dorothy Jacobson 
Jonathan Kravitz 
Steven Krueger 

Lindsay Lax 
Ted Lax 

Dr. Ralph Obler 
Richard Poes 
Sheila Rachlin 

Jeffrey Rosenheck 
Jack Rubin 

Robert Schofield 
Lisa Seltzer 
Adam Sigel 

Peter Strumpf 
Liz Walton  

Anniversaries 
Kathy & Ron Herman 
Carla & Robert Cohen 

Birthdays 

Jewish Community School 
In memory of Herb Robbins, Loda 

Golos, Paul Shore, Leona Siskin 
and Peggy Zaparzynski by Kathy 
Rosenheck 

 
PJ Library  

Cynthia & John Massey 
 

UJA Campaign 
Donor  
Hilde Robbins 
 
Friend 
Harvey & Linda Chernosky 
Lee Kosow 
 
Supporter 
John Kadar 
 
Patron  
Irv Appel 
Harriet & Gil Sweet 
 
Benefactor  
Marc Stemerman 

JCF Donations 

“Bad Rabbi” is talk at Cornell 
Dr. Eddy Portnoy of the YIVO Insti-
tute for Jewish Research will speak 
at Cornell University on Monday, 
March 11, drawing on his book, Bad 
Rabbi: And Other Strange but True 
Stories from the Yiddish Press. His talk 
is at 4:30 p.m. in Goldwin Smith 
Hall, room 142. 

An underground history of down-
wardly mobile Jews, Bad Rabbi ex-
poses the seamy side of pre-WWII 

New York and Warsaw, the centers 
of Yiddish culture. With true stories 
plucked from the pages of the Yid-
dish papers, Eddy Portnoy chroni-
cles the drunks, thieves, murderers, 
wrestlers, poets, and beauty queens 
whose misadventures were immor-
talized in print. 

His talk is sponsored by the Jew-
ish Studies Program, Cornell Hillel 
and the Jewish Studies Club. 
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JCF Game Days 

Tuesdays at 1:00 PM 

 

 

 

 
 

Meet your friends in the Jerome 

& Etkind Library for your choice 

of board or card games,   

refreshments, and  

winter companionship. 

As you begin your annual spring cleaning, think Tchotchkes!!! Search your closets, shelves and drawers for objects 
you no longer love, need or that are “just not you!” Our Jewish Food Festival guests come back year after year to en-
joy our delicious food and to delight in the bargains and treasures they find in the Tchotchkes and Treasures Booth.  

What to donate??? Items that are in new or like new condition such as: 
 jewelry (always popular!) watches scarves 
 fine purses/wallets pottery small wall art 
 tabletop décor tea towels napkins/placemats 
 interesting cookbooks Judaica coffee table books 
 new “prestige” toiletries lovely mugs candles  
 candlesticks darling salt and pepper shakers 
   and, of course, vintage items in good vintage condition. 
Please bring your donations to the JCF office. If you need to have your items picked up, just call the JCF office (607-

734-8122) and arrangements will be made for pick-up.  
Thanks to your wonderful donations over the years, the Tchotchke Shop has raised several thousand dollars for the 

Jewish Food Festival. Our guests look forward to browsing in our booth and finding that one (or 2, or 3 or more) 
treasure(s) that they just can’t live without. Friends – let’s get set to wow ’em again this year with your generous and 
thoughtful donations!! Thank you for your continued support. 

—Linda Kaufman 

It’s tchotchke time! 

Welcome to the kitchen! 
Have you ever wondered how to make challah, lat-
kes, hamantaschen, kugel, knishes, matzo ball soup 
and many of the other fabulous goodies of our Jew-
ish culture? We have many great opportunities for 
you to join the many bakers and cooks in the kitch-
en of CKA. 

I was introduced to the kitchen a few years ago 
when I heard they were preparing for the food festi-
val.  “That sounds like fun,” I thought. I was a wee 
bit nervous considering I don’t observe kashrut at 
home and didn’t really know many of the people 
since I was new to the congregation and I don’t 
spend a lot of time in my own kitchen. So here I was 
in the kitchen introducing myself.  Loda Golos was 
there. I mentioned that I didn’t keep kosher, and I 
asked if she could help me out and watch me to 
make sure I didn’t do anything wrong.  

We became fast friends.  We were baking challah, 
and everybody was very helpful.  I did have a leg up 
on the braiding part since that’s part of what I do for 
a living. It was fabulous getting to know so many 
people. Before I left that day I was asking what we were preparing next and 
when. Since then I don’t miss a chance when I can help.   

Starting very soon we will be in the kitchen preparing for the Jewish Food 
Festival. Don’t hesitate about joining us.  All are welcomed with a warm 
smile, apron and gloves. You will not only learn how to make very large 
quantities of the many goodies, but gain new friends. Watch for dates when 
we’ll be baking or cooking so you can join in the fun.   

—Terri Dobbs 

PRAYER FOR THE ILL OR ILL AT HEART  
 

Adonai, You who blessed our ancestors, Abraham and Sarah, 
Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob, Rachel, and Leah, send Your blessing 
to those who are ill of body and ill of spirit. Grant them Refuah 
Sh’lema, a complete  recovery, and may healing come speedily. 

Amen. 
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from Cheryl Miller 

Congregation Kol Ami–כל עמי 

According to our Constitution and 
Bylaws, the purpose of Congregation 
Kol Ami is to operate a synagogue 
for worship in accordance with the 
Jewish religion and to promote reli-
gious, educational, social and recrea-
tional activities that will foster a vi-
brant and spiritually engaged Jew-
ish community. The Board of Trus-
tees is responsible to oversee the 
operations of CKA, which is an ex-
tremely important obligation given 
our unique status as the only Jewish 
religious congregation in the Twin 
Tiers.  

I have been a member of our 
Board since 2015. It has been an in-
credible experience  which has al-
lowed me to meet and work with 
people who I have learned so much 
from.  The successful operation of 
CKA is dependent upon the 
knowledge and expertise of our 
board members as we make deci-
sions that affect the whole Congre-
gation.  

We are currently seeking interest-
ed members to serve on the Board of 
Trustees. There are three open seats 
to serve three-year terms beginning 
on July 1, 2019. In addition, the fol-
lowing Officer seats are currently 
open for nomination for two-year 
terms: Treasurer, Secretary, and Sec-
ond Vice President. Our goal is to 
attract motivated individuals who 
will help determine the future suc-
cess of the Congregation. 

Each Board nominee must also 
meet the following qualifications: 
• Have the time/commitment to 

be a “working” board member, 
and be willing to serve on at 
least one standing committee; 

• Understand the importance of 

attracting and retaining mem-
bers and believe he/she could 
make a difference; and 

• Be a team player who will work 
collaboratively, respectfully, and 
responsibly with others. 

If you are interested in serving on 
the Board of Trustees, please e-mail 

Ted Goldwyn, Nominating Commit-
tee Chair, at: ted@tedgoldwyn.com 
or by phone at 914-715-2248. 

Please consider this opportunity to 
serve our Congregation. We need to 
know if you are interested no later than 
Friday, March 15. 

  

All information for the April is-
sue of the Kol Ami must be sub-
mitted to one of the organiza-

tional offices by March 11. 
Please be sure that all dates are 

on the JCF calendar. 
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from Rabbi Oren Steinitz 

As you all know, the past two 
months have been rough at Congre-
gation Kol Ami. The losses of Eileen 
Semel, Beverley Dann, Roslyn 
Wladis, Paul Shore, Loda Golos, Herb 
Robbins, Leona Siskin, and Richard 
Frank, as well as Peggy Zaparzynski, 
have taken their toll on all us, and 
had many of us saying “Enough! It’s 
just not fair!” 

I share your frustration. Mourning 
is hard work - we don't even have a 
chance to fully process each loss 
when they all come so close togeth-
er. Having a joint Shiv’a service is 
not something that we are used to in 
such a small community. And while 
I’m sure we all appreciate that we 
can come together and support each 
other, we may feel like we are not 
giving each family our full undivid-
ed attention, that they so desperate-
ly need right now. In addition, many 
people can develop compassion-
fatigue – being fully present for oth-
ers does affect us. We give, and we 
give, and we give some more, and 
then we can reach a point where 
there's nothing left to give. 

I encourage you – and I say this to 

myself as well – to remember to take 
care of yourself. Recognize that what 
we are going through is difficult. 
Recognize that while, thank God, all 
of the people we recently lost lived a 
long, full life, and were all at peace 
with reaching their last days, losing 
beloved friends and family members 
is always hard. Take some time to 
think about what each of these peo-
ple meant to you, and how you 
might honor them in some way. 
Share stories with their loved ones 
of the lessons they taught you. Make 
a donation in their memory to a 
cause they were passionate about. 
Come to services and spend some 
time with the families who come to 
say Kaddish. Take some time for 
such much needed self-care – go get 
a massage or go out for a run (just 
watch out for the ice…), allow your-
self a lazy weekend or go on a quick 
getaway. You all know yourselves 
and what you need to do to re-
charge. Some of us are thinking of 
organizing a fun, informal commu-
nity event soon, so stay tuned for 
details. 

Finally – I encourage each of you 

to recognize our staff and the mem-
bers of our community who assist 
behind the scenes with funerals. 
Fran, Sharon and Tina work so hard 
during these times, and I urge you to 
say a kind word next time you see 
them. They certainly deserve it. Our 
Cemetery Chair, Terri Dobbs, who 
works so hard to keep our cemeter-
ies beautiful, and all logistics run-
ning smoothly. Our Taharah teams, 
or Chevra Kadisha (Sacred Society), 
which I cannot mention by their 
names, have been absolutely essen-
tial in making sure our loved ones 
receive compassionate care when 
we prepare them for burial. We are 
currently experiencing a shortage of 
volunteers who are willing to assist 
with Taharah, and we will soon have 
a training session for those who may 
want to help in this important mitz-
vah but may still be reluctant. 

Auf Simchos – May we meet to cel-
ebrate happy occasions! 

Rabbi Oren 
 
I would like to thank my dear friend 
Rabbi Ilan Glazer, for his assistance 
with this letter. 

Hospital Visits & Mi-shebeirach List 
Due to HIPPA, no hospital can divulge names of pa ents unless a release is signed. Upon hospitaliza on, please complete necessary 

paperwork so that the CKA office and Rabbi Oren Steinitz will be no fied, or call the CKA office.  

Shabbat Services  
except as noted below 

Shabbat Evening Service  7:30 PM  
Shabbat Morning Service  8:30 AM  
Shabbat Morning Service  9:30 AM with Torah reading 

Noteworthy Upcoming Religious Observances 

Friday, March 1 
Shabbat Across America Dinner 6:00 PM 
Shabbat Evening Service  7:30 PM 
 
Saturday, February 2 
Shabbat Morning Service 8:30 AM 
Shabbat Morning Service  9:30 AM 
 
Friday, March 15 
Dish-to-Pass Dinner 6:00 PM 
Shabbat Evening Service  7:30 PM 
 
Saturday, March 16 
Shabbat Ruach 9:30 AM 

Wednesday, March 20 
Purim Megillah Reading 6:00 PM 
 
Thursday, March 21 
Purim Morning Service 9:30 AM 
 
Friday, March 29 
Music Shabbat Service with Sue Amisano 7:30 PM 
 
Saturday, March 30 
Shabbat Morning Service 8:30 AM 
Shabbat Morning Service  9:30 AM 
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Flowers for the Bimah 
March 8: High honors to those 

bringing freedom to the oppressed 
with love by Joanne & John Travers 

March 22: In memory of Murray 
Kaufman by Linda Kaufman & Fam-
ily 

March 29: In memory of Maxine & 
Leon Markson by Linda Markson 
Kruger 

 
Congregation Education Fund 

In memory of Leone Siskin by Anita 
& Lee Adelsberg 

Loda  & Abe Golos by Don &  
Margaret Matthews 

In memory of Froim Kushnir by the 
Kushnir Family 

In memory of Frank Levine by Linda 
Levine Fox 

In memory of Benjamin Malinowitz 
by Linda Levine Fox 

In memory of Esther Malinowitz by 
Linda Levine Fox 

In memory of Louis Levine by Linda 
Levine Fox 

In memory of Lillian Levine by  
Linda Levine Fox 

In memory of Loda Golos  
Marsha Stemerman 
The family of Myra & Jerry  

Stemerman 
Louise Schwaber 
Sarah Jacobson 
Cousins Gail & Stewart Siskin 
Carole Hoffman 
Anita & Lee Adelsberg 
Hilde Robbins & family 
Surface Finish Technologies 
Kathryn E. Tomko 
Mark Guergawi 
Alan Angell & Beth Dollinger 
John & Delores Boedicker 
Raquel, Chikta & Shoshanna 
Josephine & Vince Valicenti 
Rachel Lumpkin 
Nancy Nicastro 

 
Dr. David Wladis–Marc Rubino 

Youth Fund 
In memory of Marc Rubino by Beth 

Wladis 
 

General Fund 
In memory of Beverly Dann by Har-

vey & Linda Chernosky 

In honor of Dian Gerstel’s special 
birthday by Shari & Doug Reynolds, 
Mindy & Nick Misnick & Family 

Get Well wishes for Andra Frank by 
Carole Hoffman 

In memory of Ann Hoffman by 
Carole Hoffman 

In memory of Harry Sigel by Ann & 
Jeff Sigel 

In memory of Loda Golos by Ann & 
Jeff Sigel 

In memory of Rabbi Phil Aronson 
by Ann & Jeff Sigel 

In memory of Leone Siskin by Ann 
& Jeff Sigel 

In memory of Leone Siskin by  
Annie Werner 

In memory of Loda Golos by Annie 
Werner 

In memory of Leone Siskin by 
Carole Hoffman 

In memory of Loda Golos by Carole 
Hoffman 

In memory of Loda Golos by Ron & 
Gloria Friedman 

In memory of Leone Siskin by Ron 
& Gloria Friedman 

In memory of Leone Siskin by  
Nancy Nicastro 

In memory of Rabbi Phil Aronson 
by Nancy Nicastro 

In memory of Leone Siskin by  
Connie & Alan Liss 

In memory of Paul Shore 
Ann & Jeff Sigel 
Don & Carol Rubin 
Nancy Nicastro 
Ron & Gloria Friedman 
Scott & Marybeth & Jake Frederick 
In Memory of Herb Robbins 
Richard Cohen 
Janet & David Rochlin 
Laurel Ann Tarcinale 
Lisa & John Theuman 
Nick & Mindy Misnick 
Connie & Alan Liss 
Peter & Mary Mazzaraco 
Joan & Kevin Kelly 
Erica & Stephen Spencer 
Ann & Jeff Sigel  
Joan & Kevin Kelly 
Annie Werner 
Martha Eden 
Judith & David Clovsky 
Alan Angell & Beth Dollinger 
Rich & Meg Smerbeck 

Myra & Jerry Stemerman 
Ron & Gloria Friedman 

 
Jewish Community School 

In memory of Loda Golos By Jeff & 
Andrea Rubin 

 
Josef Stein Endowment Fund 

In memory of Stanley Herbst by 
Cynthia & John Massey 

In memory of Paul Shore by  
Cynthia & John Massey 

In memory of Herb Robbins by 
Cynthia & John Massey 

 
Marvin & Shirley Scholarship Fund 
In memory of Rabbi Phil Aronson 

by Andra Frank & Family 
In memory of Paul Shore by Andra 

Frank & Family  
In memory of Leone Siskin by  

Andra Frank & Family 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In appreciation by Ralph & June 

Obler 
In memory of Tessie Stemerman by 

Myra & Jerry Stemerman 
In memory of Ernest & Gertrude 

Rosenwald by Leonard Schreiber 
In memory of Margaret & Mildred 

Schreiber by Leonard Schreiber 
Get well wishes to Adar Steinitz by 

Andra Frank 
Get well wishes for Adar Steinitz by 

Mindy & Joe Gaieski 
In memory of Paul Shore by Scott 

& Sharon Sitrin Moore & Family 
In memory of Loda Golos by Scott 

& Sharon Sitrin Moore & Family 
In memory of Leone Siskin by Scott 

& Sharon Sitrin Moore & Family 
In memory of Herb Robbins by 

Scott & Sharon Sitrin Moore & 
Family 

In memory of Loda Golos by Mindy 
& Joe Gaieski 

In memory of Leone Siskin by 
Mindy & Joe Gaieski 

In appreciation by Malachi & Erin 
Doane 

 
Security Fund 

In memory of Eileen Semel by  
Dorothy Jacobson 

CKA Donations 

continued 
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March 1–2  
5:39 PM 
Vayakhel 

Torah Ex. 35:1–38:20, 
Ex. 30:11-16 

Pr. II Kings 12:1–17 

March 8–9 
5:48 PM 
Pekudei 

Torah Ex. 38:21–40:38 
Pr. I Kings 7:51–8:21 

March 15–16 
6:56 PM 
Vayikra 

Torah Lev. 1:1–5:26, 
Deut. 25:17–19 

Pr. I Samuel 15:2–34 

March 22–23 
7:04 PM 

Tzav 
Torah Lev. 6:1–8:36 

Pr. Jer. 7:21–8:3, 
9:22–23 

March 29–30 
7:11 PM 
Shemini 

Torah Lev. 9:1–11:47, 
Numbers 19:1–22 
Pr. Ezek. 36:16–38 

Come check out Sisterhood’s new  
Card & Judaica Shop 

located adjacent to CKA’s office.  
Open during regular office hours. 

A new collection of absolutely wonderful  
greeting cards for all occasions only $1 per card. 

Great gifts & CKA cookbooks. 

Weekly Torah/Haftarah Portions & Candle Lighting 

PJ LIBRARY 
 

Free books and  
music for  

Jewish children 
 

ages 6 months–8 years 
http://www.pjlibrary.org/

communities/ 
elmira–twin–tiers/317 

 

ages 9–11 years 
http://www.pjourway.org 

 
A project of the Jewish Center 

& Federation and the  
Harold Grinspoon Foundation 

Prayer Book Fund 
In memory of dear friends, Eileen 

& Samuel Semel, by Myra & Jerry 
Stemerman 

In memory of Loda & Abe Golos 
by Myra & Jerry Stemerman 

In memory of Keith Saul Miller & 
Ethel Miller by Cheryl Miller  
In memory of Anthony Ogrinic by 
Doris & David Siskin 

In memory of Beverly Dann by 
Shulamith Shafer 

In memory of Rabbi Abraham 
Golos by David & Doris Siskin 

 
Sisterhood Kitchen Fund 

In memory of Leone Siskin by  
Cynthia & John Massey 

Sarah Jacobson 
Joseph & Cecilia Tokarz 

James & Luanne Vandergrift 
Cynthia Vestal 
Louise Schwaber 

Office hours 
Congregation Kol Ami: Monday–

Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m., Friday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. 

Jewish Center and Federation: 
Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m., and by appointment. 
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March, 2019 Adar I 
 1 Charles Amsel  24 
 1 Max Berlin  24 
 1 Harriet Luther Connick  24 
 1 Harvey Kaufman  24 
 1 Tom Leyden  24 
 1 Aaron Ugelow  24 
 2 Francine Lovitch 24 
 2 George D. White  25 
 2 Elsa Tropp 25 
 3 Mary Ellen Hunter  26 
 4 Benjamin Barcus  27 
 4 Emory Gelbman  27 
 4 Franziska Hirschfeld  27 
 4 Blanche Appel Seferlis  27 
 4 Rose G. Medalie 27 
 5 Zebulon Barcon 28 
 5 Moses E. Pierce 28 
 5 Jess Goldsmith 28 
 5 Anna S. Kaplan 28 
 6 Jack Weinstock  29 
 7 Pauline Gladke  30 
 7 Michael Hamilton  30 
 7 Rita Leveen  30 
 
March 2019  Adar II 
 8 Robert L. Gladke  1 
 8 Martha Freudenheim 1 
 8 Myer Friendly 1 
 8 Bertha Freudenheim 1 
 8 Richard M. Gladke 1 
 8 Faye E. Epstein 1 

 9 Irving Glass  2 
 9 Thelma E. Ratner 2 
 9 Sarah K. Featherman 2 
 9 Kate Stein 2 
10 Isaac Eiges 3 
10 Irving Leibman 3 
11 Samuel Blume 4 
12 Herman Breskin  5 
12 Theodora Koob  5 
12 Solange Samter  5 
12 Herman Breskin 5 
12 Mollie Brown 5 
12 Dr. Abraham Novinsky 5 
13 Charles Johnson 6 
14 Rose Hoffman  7 
15 Isaac Rubin 7 
15 Cecil Kaye 7 
17 Mollie Caplan  10 
17 Adria Sandler  10 
18 Betty Zuckerman  11 
18 Minnie C. Hample 11 
18 Abraham Mark Goodman 11 
19 Rose Obler  12 
19 Stephen R. Siegel  12 
19 Marian Siskin  12 
19 Werner Bloch 12 
20 Sadie Finesilver 13 
20 Edna Hirschfeld 13 
21 Stewart Eilenberg  13 
21 Charles Tompkins  13 
21 Alan T. Walton  13 
22 Stephen Savin  15 

22 Albert Charles Kosow 15 
22 Sadie Siegel 15 
23 Marilyn Scherr  16 
23 Howard J. Gladke 16 
23 Dora Lubowski 16 
24 James Lindsey  17 
24 Malcolm D. Sherman 17 
24 Benjamin L. Heyman 17 
25 Murray Kaufman  18 
25 Lei Kleiner  18 
25 Henry Gladke 18 
25 Ruth Lloyd  18 
26 Max Pollack  19 
26 Rosa Spiegal 19 
27 Bernard Siegan  20 
27 Marcus N. Wladis  20 
27 Esther Cimmet 20 
28 Rachel Bimberg 21 
29 Alvin Ugelow  22 
29 Fannie Wladis  22 
29 Madeline Eiges 22 
30 Maxine Markson  23 
30 Louis Rutski  23 
30 Hyman M. Winston 23 
30 Joseph Levine 23 
30 Barbara Rosenberger 23 
30 Maxine Markson 23 
31 Neil Lerner  24 
 
Names of Confederate soldiers  
buried in Woodlawn National  
Cemetery are included above. 

Yahrzeits 

FLOWERS FOR 
THE BIMAH 

 

It is our congregation’s long-standing 
tradition to adorn  

the bimah with flowers for the  Sabbath: 
in memory of 
in honor of 

in celebration of. 
Please call Sue King, evenings 607-734-

8468, for cost, information, and to   
reserve a date. Thank  you. 

Community Kitchen 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Generous volunteers from CKA 
and JCF prepare and serve lunch 
at the Elmira Community Kitch-

en on the first Thursday of every 
month. Our next dates are 

March 7 and April 4. If you can 
help, please contact Gil Sweet. 
Cooks, food-preparers, shop-

pers, servers... you name it, we 
need you! Cash dona ons may 

be made through the JCF. 

Adult Education  
Open to the entire community 

Saturdays at 8:30 a.m.: Breakfast 
and discussion—topic determined 
by the participants. Attend the brief 
Shabbat morning service at 8:00 
a.m. and stay for breakfast, or come 
for breakfast and stay for the full 
Shabbat service at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Mondays, March 4, 11, 18, and 25, 
at 7:30 p.m.: “Talmud for Non-
Talmudists” with Rabbi Oren  
Steinitz. 
 
Sundays, March 10 and 24, at 10:30 
a.m.: “Introduction to Jewish Medi-
tation” with Maggid Paul Solyn. Also 
April 14 and 28. 

Thank you 
Our thanks to those who attended 
“Mom’s” funeral service, participat-
ed in Shiva observance, and oh so 
many lovely sympathy cards and 
notes. 

David & Doris Siskin 



  

 
Congregation Kol Ami’s Annual 

Second Night Seder 

Saturday, April 20 

6:00 PM 

Mark your calendars now and reserve a place at our table for your family  

as we celebrate Our People’s Historic Deliverance  

from Bondage to Freedom! 
 
 

Enjoy a Kosher meal steeped in tradition! 

Chicken Soup with Matzo Balls, Charoset, 

Pot Roast with vegetables,  Mushroom Onion Farfel Kugel 

Green Salad & Dessert 
  

Members: Adults: $20.00 

Children (ages 5‐13): $12.00 

Maximum family unit (parents & children only) $60.00 

All children under 5: no charge  
 

RESERVATIONS ARE A MUST!! 

RESERVATIONS ARE ASSURED ONLY WHEN YOUR  

CHECK IS RECEIVED IN THE CKA OFFICE 

BY FRIDAY, APRIL 5 
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Ganon (Pre-K): Hopefully by the 
time you read this article, spring will 
be well on its way. We have spent 
some time in February learning 
more about Shabbat. We spent a lit-
tle time on it in the fall, but are now 
expanding our knowledge and vo-
cabulary. And of course there are 
lots of great books about Shabbat, 
one of our new favorites being Bim 
and Bom.   

We are also continuing to share 
some time with Mrs. Miran’s class. 
In addition to snack and music each 
week, we also took time to plant 
parsley with her class to be used for 
Seder. If you are in the building, 
check out our “mini greenhouse” on 
the windowsill of our classroom!   

      Kathy Rosenheck 
 
Kitah Alef (1): The Alef class 
learned about Tu' ishvat and Purim. 
The students planted parsley with 
Mrs. Rosenheck's class for Tu Bish-
vat; by Pesach the parsley should be 
ready for the seder plate. The stu-
dents had fun making Purim masks 
and attending the school festival. 
They also heard stories about the 
holidays and drew pictures. 

The students have finished their 
handouts on Israel. The class contin-
ues to study Hebrew, working 
through the Alef-Bet. During every 
class, the students review and write 
the letters. Wishing everyone a won-
derful spring,     Rivka Miran 
 
Kitot Gimel & Vav (3 & 6):  It's hard 
to believe that the school year is go-
ing by so quickly! In Kitah Gimel, 
we have been learning about Isaiah 
and his wisdom and teachings, as we 
continue our journey through The 
Explorer’s Bible, volume 2. We also 
read and discussed a chapter about 
Jeremiah and how he warned the 
people that the Babylonians would 
enter Jerusalem and conquer it. 
Each story is told in such an inter-
esting way that the students are al-
ways eager to move on to the next 
chapter. In A Kid’s Mensch Handbook, 
we just completed a chapter that 
discusses the importance of being a 
mensch with your family in order to 
help maintain peace and harmony 
at home. We are also reading a won-
derful, age-appropriate book about 
Albert Einstein. In Kitah Vav, we 
have been reading an excellent book 

called Once I Was a Plum Tree, the 
story of a young Jewish girl growing 
up in a primarily non-Jewish neigh-
borhood in the Bronx in 1947. Kitah 
Gimel and Kitah Vav created the 
bulletin board in the upstairs hall-
way. Please take a look at their beau-
tiful work when you're in the build-
ing. I would also like to give a spe-
cial thank you to Noah Goldwyn. 
Noah assists me in Kitah Gimel, and 
is a truly remarkable young man! He 
is so bright, creative, and hard-
working and the rapport he has with 
the students is amazing. His support 
in the classroom is invaluable! 
Thank you, Noah, for the incredible 
job that you do every Sunday!  

        Donna Rothenberg 
 
Kitot Vav & Zayin (6 & 7): Our 
Mitzvah value this month was tzed-
akah.  In Jewish thought, neither char-
ity nor a gift but an obligation. In a 
time of financial uncertainty with 
the stock markets people may be 
uncomfortable giving money. Our 
class discussed how giving time, vol-
unteering can make a huge impact 

Jewish Community School 

from Director Jeff Rosenheck 

Well, I believe that Spring may be 
right around the corner, which 
comes with a busy March for the 
JCS. February brought us the distri-
bution of Fall semester report cards, 
resulting in good reports from our 
staff on our students. Any parent 
that had any continued concerns 
regarding report cards are strongly 
encouraged to contact me for fur-
ther discussion.  

While March is a month with no 
vacation days, the staff and students 
can anxiously look forward to our 
annual Purim Carnival, being held 
March 17. An email will be sent to 
parents shortly requesting help with 
running games and setting up deli-
cious snacks. I appreciate all that are 
willing and able to help.  

March 31 brings our third annual 
open house event, beginning at 
11am. The entire community is invit-
ed to come hear about the school, 
tour the classrooms, and enjoy a 
meet and greet with other Jewish 
organization leaders over a dessert 
reception. Festivities should con-
clude around 12:30, and the entire 
community is invited.  

Beginning March 3, the JCF will 
graciously be offering a community 
corner in the Sadinsky Room begin-
ning at 9:30.  Parents of our stu-
dents, as well as members of the 
larger Jewish community, are en-
couraged to stop in and enjoy a ba-
gel, cup of coffee and discussion. All 
are welcome. The program is ex-
pected to run each Sunday that 

school is in session through the re-
mainder of the school year. I hope to 
see all of you there.  

As the Spring weather comes, I 
remind parents to please dress chil-
dren warmly. The building is still 
cool and there is always the possibil-
ity of being outside for an emergen-
cy for a prolonged period. In addi-
tion, as better weather approaches, 
attendance sometimes fluctuates. 
Please try to encourage the best at-
tendance possible as it does directly 
effect the children’s learning out-
comes.  

As always, please do not hesitate 
to contact me with any questions, 
comments or concerns. Thank you 
to the community for the continued 
support.  

Class News 

continued 
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HELP US HELP YOU! 
 

Do you know anyone who needs a ride? Who needs a friendly visitor? Who 
wants someone to contact them about help? Call or send an email to Gil 

Sweet (607) 742–8017, the JCF office at (607) 734-8122,  or the CKA office 
at (607) 732-7410. 

on not only our Jewish community 
but the wider range of our secular 
communities. We brainstormed ide-
as for their bat mitzvah do you just 
give a portion of what you are gift-
ed? Do you pick a local nonprofit 
and decorate your table with goods 
they need? I can’t wait to see what 
the students and their families 
come up with.            Amanda Sharp 
 
 
Music:  !שלום (Shalom!) Music 
classes have been getting better and 
better. The students are getting 
more comfortable with the music 
and the CKA Siddur. We have been 
working on tunes for the Bar’chu, 
Oseh Shalom, Netilat Yadayim, 
Ahavat Olam, and L’chah Dodi. The 
favorite this year is Oseh Shalom, 
tune by Nava Tehilah! If you are 
home with your kids on a Friday 
night, ask them to teach it to you, 
it's a great tune to sing around the 
Shabbat Table. I am including links 
to a video and lyrics for the tune to 
get you started! 

https://youtu.be/RVCJxfEn1Y4 
http://www.zemirotdatabase.org/

view_song.php?id=234. 
 .(Todah rabbah)תודה רבה

Dov Gordon 

 

FOR SALE IN THE JCF OFFICE 
 

Books by Joan Nathan 
— SIGNED BY THE AUTHOR— 

Jewish Cooking in America 
$35 

Jewish Holiday Cookbook 
$25 

Our heartfelt condolences to Andra Frank and family on the death of their 
husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather, Richard Frank.  

Zich’rono liv’racha, may his memory be for a blessing 
 

Our heartfelt condolences to Hilde Robbins, Lisa & John Theuman, Paul & 
Carolyn Robbins, Joel Robbins & Michael Linder, and their families on the 

death of their husband, father and grandfather, Herb Robbins.  
Zich’rono liv’racha, may his memory be for a blessing 

 
Our heartfelt condolences to David & Doris Siskin, Diane Shetler, Lee & 

Vince Meyer, and their families on the death of their mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, great-great-grandmother & aunt, Leona Siskin.  

Zich’rona liv’racha, may her memory be for a blessing. 
 

Our heartfelt condolences to Cindy Golos, Anita Mayer, Mark Greenberg, and 
their families on the death of their mother, grandmother and  

great-grandmother, Loda Golos.  
Zich’rona liv’racha, may her memory be for a blessing. 

 
Our heartfelt condolences to Phyllis Shore and family on the death of their 

husband, father and grandfather, Paul Shore.  
Zich’rono liv’racha, may his memory be for a blessing 

 
Our heartfelt condolences to Dov Gordon and family on the death of  

his grandmother, Peggy Zaparzynski.  
Zich’rona liv’racha, may her memory be for a blessing. 

In Memoriam 



CALLING ALL ARTISTS! 
 

 

 
We invite you to submit your artworks for consideration by our jury for sale in the CKArt 
Exhibition. CKArt – part fundraiser, part dinner party, part art exhibit, and part live art auction, 
will be a night full of music, dancing, prize drawings, and art. 
 
Please submit up to three unique works of art for consideration. Artworks juried for inclusion will 
be featured in an exhibition in the community hall at Congregation Kol Ami. Of the works 
selected, some artworks will be chosen to be sold during a live auction on Saturday evening. 
Full details available on submission form.   
 
There is no charge to the artist to submit to the show, and artists will be welcome to attend the 
events. However if they wish to participate in the cash drawings, they’ll be required to purchase 
tickets at $110 per couple. 
 

 31 March 2019 ........................................... Submission Deadline 
 17 April 2019 ............................................. Selections Announced by 
 5-7 May 2019 ............................................ Delivery of works to CKA 
 17 May 2019, 4:00 PM ................................ Opening Reception 

 
Showcase your talents in our exhibition fundraiser; paintings, sculpture, digital art, jewelry, are 
all valid for submission. Look for our upcoming email directing you to our on-line submission 
form or visit www.bit.ly/CKArt-Form anytime.  
 

Exhibition questions should be directed to 
 

Marc Rubin Associates 
421 West Church Street Elmira, NY 14901 
Phone: 607.734.1058 | Fax: 607.734.1319 

www.marcrubinassociates.com 



             
ANNOUNCING 

THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL  
JEWISH FOOD FESTIVAL! 

A trip back in time to the gastronomic delights 
of the Lower East Side of New York City 

 
Congregation Kol Ami, 1008 West Water Street, Elmira 

Sunday, May 5, from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Additional outdoor seating available on the front lawn under a tent 

 
 

MUSIC PERFORMANCES BY THE KLEZ PROJECT 
 

DELICATESSEN 
KOSHER CORNED BEEF AND PASTRAMI SANDWICHES   
 KOSHER HOT DOGS  DELECTABLE CHOPPED LIVER  
POTATO KNISHES  KOSHER PICKLES  COLE SLAW 

 

SOUPS 
CHICKEN SOUP WITH MATZO BALLS  MUSHROOM BARLEY SOUP  

 

DAIRY 
POTATO LATKES WITH HOMEMADE APPLE SAUCE 

 NOODLE KUGEL  CHEESE BLINTZES  LOX AND CREAM CHEESE ON BAGELS 
SMOKED WHITEFISH WITH CRACKERS 

  

ISRAELI STREET FOOD   
FALAFEL SANDWICH IN A PITA WITH FIXINGS   

CHEESE AND SPINACH BOUREKAS  STUFFED GRAPE LEAVES 
A SELECTION OF SAVORY MIDDLE EASTERN SALADS  

 

BAKERY 
ORIGINAL HOMEMADE RECIPES  

CHALLAH  RUGELAH  BAKLAVA  HAMANTASHEN   
CHOCOLATE BABKA  CHOCOLATE-DIPPED MACAROONS  ASSORTED COOKIES  

 

BEVERAGES 
EGG CREAMS MADE TO ORDER AND A WIDE VARIETY OF DR. BROWN’S SODAS 

 

 THE TCHOTCHKE SHOP  
 STUFFED WITH SMALL TREASURES FOR SALE 

 

Admission: $12 in advance or $15 at the door. Includes $3 in food tickets.   
 Children under 13 admitted free with an adult. 

 Tickets available at Congregation Kol Ami, the Jewish Center and Federation,  
Gerould’s (Hoffman St., South Main St., Horseheads, & Corning); and  

Connors Mercantile in Corning; or call (607) 734-8122. 
 

This project is made possible, in part, with public funds from NYSCA’s Decentralization Program,  
administered regionally by the ARTS Council of the Southern Finger Lakes. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 

CKA 6:30 pm Shabbat 
Across America Dinner  
7:30 pm Shabbat Service 
 

2 
CKA  
8:30 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 

3 
JCS 9:30 am -12:30 pm 
w/H 8 & 9   

4 
CKA 7:30 pm Talmud 
Class 

5 6 7  Community Kitchen  8 
CKA 7:30 pm Shabbat 
Service 

9 
CKA  
9:30 am Shabbat Ruach  
 

10 
JCS 9:30 am -12:30 pm 
JCF 10:30 am Meditation 
Class 
 

2:00 pm Human Traffick-
ing Workshop 

11 
CKA 7:30 pm Talmud 
Class 
 

12 13 
CKA  
6 pm Exec. Board  
7 pm Trustees Meeting 

14 15 
CKA 6:00 pm Dish to 
Pass 
7:30 pm Shabbat Service 
 

16 
CKA  
8:30 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 

17  
JCS 9:30 am -12:30 pm 
w/H 8 & 9   
11:30 am Purim Carnival 
JCF 4:05 pm Enforcers 
Hockey 

18 
CKA 7:30 pm Talmud 
Class 

19 
 
 

20 
CKA 12 pm Book Club 
 

CKA 7:00 pm Megillah 
Reading   
 

Ta’anit Esther 

21 Offices Closed 
CKA 9:30 am Purim 
Morning Service 

22 
CKA 7:30 pm Shabbat 
Service 
 
 

Shushan Purim 

23 
CKA  
8:30 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 

24 
JCS 9:30 am -12:30 pm 
JCF 10:30 am Meditation 
Class 
JCF 2:00 Film Stolen 
Summer  

25 
CKA 7:30 pm Talmud 
Class 
 

26 
JCF 7:30 pm  Board 
Meeting 

27 28 29 
CKA 7:30 pm Music 
Shabbat 

30 
CKA  
8:30 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 

31 
JCS 9:30 am -12:30 pm 
w/H 8 & 9   
11:30 am Open House 
12:30 pm Dessert Bar 
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