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Confirmation will take place on Friday, May 31, as Noah Goldwyn marks the 
completion of his studies in the Jewish Community School.  There will be a 
special Friday evening service, conceived and led by Noah, at 7:30 p.m. 

Everyone is invited to both the service and a dinner at 6:30 p.m. The din-
ner menu is baked spaghetti, garlic bread, and salad. It’s $5 for adults, $3 for 
children ages 6–12, and free for children under 6. Please make reservations 
by calling (607) 734-8122 by Tuesday, May 28. 

Yom Hashoah to be marked 

Art previews Friday, May 17 
The first-ever CKA art exhibition opens on Friday, May 17, with a preview 
from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. where you can meet the artists and see the art that 
will be available for purchase in the main event on Saturday evening. Artists 
whose works were chosen for the CKArt exhibition were notified in April. 

There will be an optional dinner, limited to 40 people, that evening before 
the Shabbat service. Dinner is $18/person and reservations are required by 
May 10; please call (607) 732-7410. The Shabbat service is at 7:30 p.m. 

The main event of the CKArt Exhibition is Saturday evening, May 18, from 
6:00 to 10:oo p.m. Each ticket admits two adults who can enjoy cocktails, a 
buffet hors d’oeuvres dinner, live music and a chance to mingle with the art-
ists. There will also be succulent desserts and a cash drawing with nine win-
ners. The grand prize is $10,000 and you don’t have to be present to win.  

Your ticket also includes a $25 voucher for art purchases at the auction, 
which will follow the prize drawings. No more than 350 tickets will be sold. 

Congregation Kol Ami will observe Yom HaShoah, 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, on Wednesday, May 1, 
at 7:00 p.m.  

Yom HaShoah – also known as Holocaust Memo-
rial Day – is a remembrance day to commemorate 
the six million Jewish people and about five million 
others who died during the Holocaust. It is usually 
celebrated on the 27th day of the Hebrew month 
Nisan – April or May in the Gregorian calendar. 

Confirmation set for May 31 

 
 
 
 
 

Congregation Kol Ami Annual Meeting 
Sunday, June 2, 2019, 10:00 AM 

in the Braunstein Community Room 
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from Cheryl Miller 

Congregation Kol Ami–כל עמי 

May 3–4 
7:50 PM 
Achare 

Torah Lev.16:1–18:30 
Pr. I Sam. 20:18 - 42 

May 10–11 
7:58 PM 

Kedoshim 
Torah Lev. 19:1– 20:27 

Pr. Amos 9:7–15 

May 17–18 
8:05 PM 

Emor 
Torah Lev. 21:1–24:33 

Pr. Ezek. 44:15–31 

May 24–25 
7:43 PM 

Behar 
Torah Lev. 25:1–26:2 

Pr. Jer. 32:6 - 27 

May 31–June 1 
7:43 PM 

Bechukotai 
Torah Lev. 26:3–27:34 
Pr. Jer. 16:19 – 17:14 

FLOWERS FOR THE BIMAH 
It is our congregation’s long-standing tradition to adorn the bimah  

with flowers for the  Sabbath: 
in memory of          in honor of          in celebration of. 

Please call Sue King, evenings 607-734-8468, for cost, information, and to reserve a date. Thank  you. 

I would like to invite each one of 
you to attend the Annual Meeting, 
which will be held on Sunday, June 
2, from 10:00 a.m. until noon in the 
Braunstein Community Room. It is a 
wonderful opportunity to schmooze 
with other members of the Congre-
gation while enjoying a delicious 
light breakfast (thank you, Sharon!)   

We will be presenting the budget 
for the next fiscal year and voting on 

the slate of officers for the Executive 
Board and the nominees for the 
open Board of Trustee seats. There 
will be committee reports from Sis-
terhood, Ritual, House, Security, and 
the Jewish Community School. The 
highlight of the meeting is the 
presentation of the Herman Sals-
burg Award.  

I encourage you all to attend, as 
this is your opportunity to find out 

where we stand as a religious organ-
ization and express any concerns 
you may have. Kol Ami means both 
“all my people” and “voice of my 
people” and this is your chance to 
share your voice! 

In the meantime, I always wel-
come your thoughts, concerns, ide-
as, or questions. My cell phone 
number is 607-331-7475 or you can 
email me at cmiller35@stny.rr.com. 

Weekly Torah/Haftarah Portions & Candle Lighting 

Noteworthy Upcoming Religious Observances 
Wednesday, May 1 
Yom HaShoah Service 7:00 PM 
 
Friday, May 10 
Dish-to-Pass Dinner 6:00 PM 
Shabbat Evening Service  7:30 PM 
 
Saturday, May 11 
Shabbat Ruach  9:30 AM 
 
Friday, May 24 
Music Shabbat Service with Sue Amisano 7:30 PM 

Saturday, May 25 
Shabbat Morning Service 8:30 AM 
Shabbat Morning Service 9:30 AM 
 
Friday, May 31 
Confirmation Dinner 
Shabbat Service and Confirmation 7:30 PM 
 
Saturday, June 1 
Shabbat Morning Service 8:30 AM 
Shabbat Morning Service 9:30 AM 

Shabbat Services  
except as noted below 

Shabbat Evening Service  7:30 PM  
Shabbat Morning Service  8:30 AM  
Shabbat Morning Service  9:30 AM with Torah reading 

PRAYER FOR THE ILL OR ILL AT HEART  

Adonai, You who blessed our ancestors, Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob, Rachel, and Leah,  
send Your blessing to those who are ill of body and ill of spirit. Grant them Refuah Sh’lema, a complete  recovery,  

and may healing come speedily. Amen. 
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from Rabbi Oren Steinitz 

I’m writing this column several days 
after the results of the Israeli elec-
tion were published. Several people 
asked me to comment on them, and 
I thought that this might be a more 
appropriate forum to do so rather 
than at a Shabbat service.  

As it seems (and as of right now 
the Supreme Court is still debating 
some election irregularities that may 
potentially slightly alter the results), 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s right-of-
center Likud party received 36 out of 
120 seats in the K’nesset, while Ben-
jamin Gantz’s centrist Blue and 
White party gained 35 seats. As has 
always been the case in Israel, none 
of them could form a government 
without adding several smaller par-
ties to their coalition. On the left side 
of the spectrum – the left-of-center 
Labor party, historically Israel’s larg-
est party, has shrunk to an all-time 
low of 6 seats, leftist party Meretz got 
4 seats, the union of the Communist 
Party and the Arab National List 

gained 6 seats as well, and Arab na-
tionalist Balad party got 4 seats. On 
the right, Israel Beyteinu, a hard-line 
party representing the Russian im-
migrant population gained 5 seats, 
and the United Right, a religious far-
right party, that this time included 
representation from the openly rac-
ist Jewish Power movement, gained 
5 seats. Kulanu, a small centrist par-
ty gained 4 seats, and announced 
that it will join forces with the 
Likud. 

The math is clear – no side can 
actually form a coalition govern-
ment without the support of the two 
Ultra-Orthodox parties – Ashkenazi 
United Torah Judaism (UTJ) that 
gained an unprecedented number of 
7 seats, and Mizrachi Shas, that got 8. 
Most commentators believe that 
Netanyahu’s first priority will be to 
form a right wing coalition with the 
Ultra-Orthodox parties, a coalition 
that will have to surrender to their  
many demands in terms of limiting 

the power of the Supreme Court, 
barring Reform and Conservative 
Jews from any state recognition, and 
the abolition of the egalitarian sec-
tion of the Western Wall. Netanyahu 
is expected to pursue a deal with the 
Ultra-Orthodox in exchange for 
them supporting a bill that will pre-
vent his indictment while in power. 
In other words – Oy.  

However, such a coalition would 
be highly unstable. All it takes is for 
one of the smaller factions to leave, 
and the coalition would be disman-
tled. Another option, which has 
been promoted by several in the Is-
raeli media in the last week, is for 
the two large parties – Likud and 
Blue and White – to form a centrist 
coalition. This would be a stable coa-
lition, but it is unlikely that Blue and 
White will agree to enter it as long as 
Netanyahu, who is expected to be 
indicted on several cases, still heads 
the government.  

Interesting times! 

Mondays  
at 7:30 PM  

 

PJ LIBRARY 
 

Free books and  
music for  

Jewish children 
 

ages 6 months–8 years 
http://www.pjlibrary.org/

communities/ 
elmira–twin–tiers/317 

 

ages 9–11 years 
http://www.pjourway.org 

 
A project of the Jewish Center 

& Federation and the  
Harold Grinspoon Foundation 

Shavuot 
5779 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tikkun Leil Shavuot 
Saturday, June 8 

8:00 PM 
 

Shavuot Morning Service 
with Yizkor 

Sunday, June 9 
9:30 AM 
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Security enhancements continue 
Hello congregants. This notice is just a brief statement to 
bring the community up to speed with new develop-
ments in building safety and security. A team of commu-
nity members made up of paid staff and volunteers, rep-
resentatives of CKA, JCS, JCF, and Sisterhood have been 
meeting regularly to discuss these topics. The primary 
security provision for our building is that all of the exte-
rior doors to the building will be locked at all times, peri-
od. The only exception will be during special events 
when a door greeter is present to restrict access, there-
fore eliminating the potential for strangers to enter the 
building. We have also worked to improve the Building 
Use Form, to clarify responsibilities and roles, and to de-
velop a more strategic process. Training sessions are be-
ing developed now and will be rolled out shortly, target-
ing those that plan to use the building for an event or 
activity. The training will be available for everyone, but 
particularly for those who will be willing to accept re-
sponsibility for building security at times that the office 
staff are not on duty. We will let you know when the 
training will be available. 

The CKA board has authorized purchase of some new 
technologies to facilitate the process for screening peo-
ple who wish to enter the building, allowing people in 
the offices as well as throughout the building to see the 
person wishing entry and to unlock the door remotely, if 
appropriate. The camera system was upgraded recently, 
and now allows us to monitor all building exit and entry 
points. Office staff, Hebrew-school staff and other event 
coordination staff are also equipped with portable elec-
tronic panic buttons that can be easily tripped, sending 
an alarm to the area police department for response to 
any problem or suspicious condition. 

The team is dedicated to providing a very safe and 
comfortable environment for its members and the com-
munity at large. A detailed emergency operations plan 
has been created and is available in offices throughout 
the building, and with first aid supply caches. We will 
continue to provide updates on the ongoing processes of 
security and training, and we thank the community for 
their support and understanding. 

Jeffrey A. Rosenheck and Marcus Kantz 

PARENTS OF UPCOMING 
GRADUATES FROM HIGH 
SCHOOL AND COLLEGE 

 

If you would like your son’s or daughter’s graduation 
listed in the Kol Ami for the June issue, please send the 

following information by May 10 to the office at 
office@kolamielmira.org. or bring in the following,  

• Picture 
• Name 

• Parents’ names 
• Where graduating from 

• Where continuing school or  
going  to  work. 

Mort Sadinsky 
Suzanne Hesselson 

John Kadar 
Zachary Sporn  

Ilene Friedman Bailey 
Matthew Kartzman  
Sophie Kartzman  

Lauren Nast 
Marcia Lenhardt 

Becky Cohen 
Jeffrey Dann 
Harriet Sweet 

Martin Hempstead 
Ryan Isaac Hirshman 

Phyllis Shore  
Janice Weisenfeld 
Joshua Kartzman  
Marni Schofield 

Michael Goldman 
Geoffrey Rubin   
Gregory Rubin 
Jacob Douenias  
Nichole Cohen 

Heidi Savin   

Brandon Herbst   
Jared Katz 
Jaclyn Nast  
Pam Miller  

Nora Rachlin Viskin 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 
Larry & Kathy Cohen 

Jewish Food Festival 
May 5 

LAST-MINUTE CALL  
FOR WORKERS   

 

Call or email Harriet Sweet at 
(607) 962-3064 

hsweet7@icloud.com.  
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Flowers for the Bimah 
May 3: In memory of Rabbi Abe 

Golos 
May 10: In honor of all my grand-

children & my sister, Irene Brink, by 
Sharon Birdsall 

May 1: In memory of my father, 
Alex Olszowy, by Cheryl Miller & 
family 

May 24: In deep appreciation for 
all who labor to make Kol Ami a 
light upon the path, with love, 
John & Joanne Travers 

 
Congregation Education Fund 

In memory of Tess Rothstein by 
Miriam Jacobson 

In memory of Tess Rothstein by 
Alan & Susan Seltzer 

 
General Fund 

In memory of Paul Shore by  
Dorothy Jacobson 

In memory of Paul Shore by Hilde 
Robbins 

In memory of Tess Rothstein by 
Carole Hoffman 

In memory of Tess Rothstein by Roz 
& Richard DuBois 

In memory of Richard Frank by  
Hilde Robbins 

In memory of Richard Frank by 
Alan Angell & Beth M. Dollinger 

In memory of Richard Frank by  
Harriet & Harold Loigman 

In memory of Herb Robbins by Tom 
& Kathleen Dupont Frost  

In memory of Herb Robbins by  
Barbara & Douglas Bauer  

In memory of Herb Robbins by Ed 
& Rose Berman 

In memory of Loda & Abe Golos by 
Ed & Rose Berman 

In memory of Leone Siskin by Ed & 

Rose Berman 
In memory of Beverly Dann by Lee 

& Beth Herbst 
In memory of father, Julius  

Shapero, by Carole Hoffman 
Happy birthday wishes to Myra 

Stemerman by Carole Hoffman 
In honor of Ralph Obler’s special 

birthday by Carole Hoffman 
In memory of Betty & Barney 

Stemerman by David M. & Susan 
Stemerman 

In memory of Milton Jacobson by 
Dorothy Jacobson 

 
Josef Stein Endowment Fund 

In memory of Paul Shore by Steven 
Glantz 

In memory of Rabbi Phil Aronson 
by Trudi & Alex Porter 

In memory of Tess Rothstein by 
Trudi & Alex Porter 

In memory of Loda Golos by Trudi 
& Alex Porter 

In memory of Paul Shore by Trudi & 
Alex Porter 

 
Shirley & Marvin Rubin Scholarship 

Fund 
In memory of Ethel Shulman by 

Richard Rubin & Family 
In memory of Richard Frank by 

Richard Rubin & Family 
In memory of Rabbi Phillip Aronson 

by Richard Rubin & Family 
In memory of Marian Solomon by 

Myra & Jerry Stemerman & Family 
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In memory of Susan & Stanley 

Herbst by Louis & Renee Radner 
In memory of Helen Hirshman by 

Lenard, Marianne, Ryan & Harrison 
Hirshman 

In memory of Josephine Graubard 
by Hon. Sidney & Josephine  
Graubard 

In memory of Josephine R.   
Graubard by Hon. Sidney &  
Josephine Graubard 

In memory of Sigmund R.  
Graubard by Hon. Sidney &  
Josephine Graubard 

In memory of Ben Halperin by the 
Halperin Family 

In memory of Isabel Snowiss by 
Myra & Jerry Stemerman & Family 

In appreciation by Benzakina  
Babayev 

In memory of Ben Halperin by  
Michael Halperin & Family 

 
Seltzer Family Endowment 

In memory of Barbara Rosenblum 
by Alan & Susan Seltzer 

 
Siddur Prayer Book & Dedication 
In memory of Richard Frank by  

Myra & Jerry Stemerman & family 
& Suzanne & Irwin Suna 
In memory of Miriam & Nathan 

Tanzman by Anita & Lee Adelsberg 
In memory of Tess Rothstein by 

Myra & Jerry Stemerman & Family 
 

Sisterhood Kitchen Fund 
In memory of Leone Siskin by Tom 

& Kathleen Dupont Frost 
In memory of Loda Golos by Alan 

& Susan Seltzer 
 

Wladis-Rubino Memorial  
Youth Fund 

In memory of Rebecca Wladis by 
Beth Wladis 

In memory of Marian Wladis by 
Beth Wladis 

CKA Donations 

CKA Book Club 
All meetings are in the Jerome & Etkind Library on the second Wednesday of each 
month at noon. Borrow these from the CKA library, ask for them at the public li-

brary, or purchase them, and join us. Don’t forget to bring your lunch! 
 

May 15: Lake Suc c ess  by Gary Shteyngart 
 June 19: Th e Catc her Was A  Spy by Nicholas Davidoff 

Office hours 
Congregation Kol Ami: Monday–

Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
Friday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Jewish Center and Federation: 
Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m., and by appointment. 

All information for the June issue 
of the Kol Ami must be submitted 

to one of the organizational offices 
by May 10. Please be sure that all 

dates are on the JCF calendar. 
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from President Marcus Kantz 

Jewish Center and Federation 

Happy Summer, I hope. It seemed 
like it waited forever. As Rabbi Oren 
says about the Jewish holidays 
“They’re always on time.” Fine, but 
that doesn’t seem to be true about 
the weather these days. When it’s 
supposed to get cold, it seems to 
come early. When it’s supposed to 
get warmer, it seems to come late.  
Of course, some of this has to do 
with our expectations and some to 
do just with the normal randomness 
of the weather. But, of course, a lot 
more than we want to believe prob-
ably has to do with Climate Change. 
We used to call it Global Warming 
(which it is), but that got so much 
bad press that political correctness 
won out, and Climate Change be-
came the acceptable term. Whatever 

we call it, it is clearly and certainly 
real, and getting worse fast. 

I know I talked about this at 
length last year at this time, but it’s 
important enough to repeat, in sum-
mary. All I want to do here is to en-
courage all of us to continue to do 
our parts to combat it. As individu-
als and families and in our business 
practices, we can continue to work 
to minimize our personal and fami-
ly use of fossil fuels. These seem like 
small steps, but when multiplied by 
the hundreds of millions of us, can 
add up to a lot. As communities, we 
can continue to urge our govern-
ment leaders at all levels to institu-
tionalize the needed reductions in 
our so-called carbon footprints. We 
can join and support action groups 

that are better at encouraging gov-
ernment action than we are individ-
ually. We can support our leaders 
who do exhibit strong devotion to 
the cause of saving our planet and 
our way of life for our children and 
their children. 

Finally, hoping that this reaches 
you in time, I urge you all to: 

Bring all your family, friends and 
neighbors to the Jewish Food Festi-
val. You know that’s where you can 
get the greatest food on earth 
(including egg creams – personal 
plug), prepared and delivered by the 
greatest ladies and gentlemen there 
are. 

Enjoy your summer. 

A Bag of Marbles 

Film rescheduled for May 9 
A Bag of Marbles, postponed from 
April, will be shown on Thursday, 
May 9. It’s the true story of two 
young Jewish brothers in Ger-
man-occupied France who, with 
a mind-boggling mix of mischie-
vousness, courage and ingenuity, 
will be forced to fend for them-
selves in order to survive the en-
emy invasion and try bring their 
family back together. The heart-
warming adaptation of Joseph 
Joffo’s enduring memoir tells the 
story of the Nazi occupation 
through the eyes of the two young 
Jewish boys. Paris, 1941: Joseph and 
Maurice are the sons of Roman, the 

local barber. At ages 10 and 12, the 
boys have so little understanding of 
the persecution of Jews that Joseph 

thinks nothing of swapping his 
yellow star for a bag of marbles. 
Despite their naiveté, Roman 
knows that their best chance to 
escape the Nazi roundup is to flee 
on their own to Vichy, France, 
where their older brothers Albert 
and Henri have found safe haven. 
Always one false move from trag-
edy, these tenacious children sur-
vive on courage, ingenuity, and 
more than a bit of cunning as 
they make their precarious way 
through France hoping to reunite 

with their family. More than any-
thing, it s their brotherly bond that 
gets them through their ordeals. Pat-
rick Bruel resonates as the Jewish 
family patriarch Roman, while new-
comers Dorian Le Clech and Batyste 
Fleurial Palmieri register an almost 
agonizing vulnerability as hapless 
innocents trying to outrun the cruel 
machinery of war.  

We’ll see it on Thursday, May 9, at 
7:00 p.m. in the Braunstein Com-
munity Room. It’s in French with 
English subtitles. 

Jewish Center & Federation of the Twin Tiers 

Annual Meeting & Barbecue 
Tuesday, June 18, 5:30 PM 

 
Reservations requested at  

https://jcf2019.eventbrite.com 
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from Executive Director Paul Solyn 

When I speak in churches, I often 
say that Christianity has it mostly 
wrong about the Pharisees.  

In the Jewish orbit, it’s something 
that we rarely think about—but we 
should. The early rabbis who re-
created Judaism in the form that we 
know were the direct successors of 
the Pharisees. 

In other words, we are the heirs of 
the Pharisees. 

Yet in common speech, 
“pharisaic” denotes hypocrisy, self-
righteousness, or obsession with 
rules.  

The term Pharisee derives from 
the Hebrew root l’faresh, to interpret. 
Originally, it described Jews of ap-
proximately the first century ce who 
believed that the Torah should be 
studied for its underlying principles 
rather than solely as a rule book for 
ritual practices. Although they were 
highly concerned with ritual purity, 
they emphasized ethical teachings 
over ritual for its own sake. 

Their opponents, the Sadducees, 
focused on careful adherence to the 
rules, mostly in Leviticus, for con-
ducting sacrifices in the Temple. 
When Rome destroyed the Temple 
in 70 ce, those sacrifices became 

impossible and the point of view of 
the Sadducees became irrelevant to 
Jewish life. 

It was the Pharisees and the early 
rabbis who refashioned Judaism as 
a religion that did not depend on 
specific sacrificial practices in a spe-
cific place—a Judaism built around 
prayer, study, and mitzvot. Paradoxi-
cally, Christianity also has its roots 
in the rabbinic tradition, not in the 
rituals of the Sadducees. 

Over the centuries, however, the 
term “Pharisee” became a club used 
by Christians to beat Jews—often 
figuratively and sometimes literally. 

Rabbi Jeff Salkin wrote about this 
recently in a column for the Religion 
News Service. He raised this issue 
after Mayor Pete Buttigieg used the 
term “Pharisee” to criticize Vice-
President Mike Pence.   

Rabbi Salkin does not think that 
Buttigieg is anti-Jewish. He writes 
that the term embodies “subtle and 
unexamined religious perceptions — 
Judaism as a religion of law vs. 
Christianity as a religion of love; Ju-
daism as a “separatist” faith” and 
that it is “so ingrained in the way 
that so many people think, that it 
has become unconscious.” 

I don’t think that we can elimi-
nate this from almost two thousand 
years of Christian thought, but I 
think that we should speak up when 
the occasion demands it. 

Sadly, however, the kind of hypo-
critical obsession with rules that it 
denotes still exists in Jewish life. 
There are so-called religious Jews 
who may keep strict kashrut and 
pray together three times a day, but 
who have no qualms about shelter-
ing child molesters and domestic 
abusers, mis-educating their chil-
dren, or cheating the government.  

Or those who vituperatively criti-
cize other Jews. As (Orthodox) Rab-
bi Bob Carroll says, we should all be 
at least as careful about what comes 
out of our mouths as about what 
goes in. 

We may choose to ignore it when 
other Jews merely call us bad Jews, 
and usually that is best. But should 
we keep quiet about immoral or 
criminal behavior carried out in the 
name of Judaism? Sometimes we 
fear that speaking out would give 
fodder to anti-Semites. Yet if we are 
silent, are we complicit? 

Festival to present Israeli artists 
The Endless Mountain Music Festi-
val will bring two Israeli musicians 
to the Clemens Center in July: vio-
linist Asi Matathias, whom many in 
the Jewish community met last year, 
and pianist Yevgeny Yontov. Their 
recital, which is the Festival’s only 
concert in Elmira, will be on 
Wednesday, July 31, at 7:30 p.m. The 
JCF will host a reception after the 
performance. 

Asi Matathias made his debut at 
the age of fourteen with the Israel 
Philharmonic under the baton of 
Zubin Mehta, and has since played 
in festivals such as Jerusalem Inter-
national Chamber Music Festival, 
the Con Anima Festival in  
Austria, Vienna Bezirk Wochen 
Festspiele,  and the Israel Festival. 

He started playing the violin at 
age six. In Israel, he studied with 
Chaim Taub, and later on at the Uni-

versität für Musik und Darstellende 
Kunst in Vienna as the youngest stu-
dent ever enrolled. He then earned 
degrees from the Manhattan School 
of Music, where he was a student of 
Pinchas Zukerman.  

Yevgeny Yontov was born in 1989 
in Ukraine and immigrated with his 
family to Israel in 1990. He began 
piano studies at the age of six, later 
received a B.Mus degree summa 

cum laude from the Buchmann-Mehta 
School of Music in Tel Aviv, and is 
now pursuing a D.M.A. degree at the 
Yale University School of Music.  

In 2013, he won the gold medal at 
the Wideman International Piano 
Competition. He also won first prize 
in the Tel-Hai International Concer-
to Competition in Israel, and re-
ceived a special prize for an out-
standing performance of a Beetho-
ven sonata in the finals of the Inter-
national Piano Competition in Pi-
nerolo. He has performed with most 
of the important orchestras in Israel, 
including the Jerusalem Symphony 
Orchestra, the Israeli Symphony Or-
chestra Rishon LeZion, and the Isra-
el Chamber Orchestra. 

Tickets are $30 but will be availa-
ble from the JCF in July for $10 
each.   
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May Nissan 
 1 Rebecca Rosenberger-Golos  26 
 1 Carrie Bimberg 26 
 1 Robert E. Worth 26 
 2 Marian Kaplan Stemerman  27 
 2 Harry Noble  27 
 2 Anne Werner  27 
 2 Ada S. Rosenbloom 27 
 3 Shirley Lenhardt  28 
 3 Adolf Lorey  28 
 5 Eva Stern  30 
 5 Max Weisenfeld  30 
 5 Albert R. Sherman 30 
 5 Dora M. Shreibman 30 
 
May Iyar 
 6 David Horwitz  1 
 6 Sylvia Kaufman  1 
 6 Robert Koob  1 
 6 Irving G. Brownstein 1 
 6 Jerome Samuels 1 
 7 Adelaide Sternberg  2 
 7 Esther Rosenfield 2 
 7 Irving Froman 2 
 8 Julius Simon  3 
 8 Leah Stryzinski  3 
 8 D. Robert Baker 3 
 9 Anthony Burtnick  4 
 9 Benjamin Chaitt  4 
 9 Morris Fidelman  4 
 9 Harry G. Horwitz  4 
 9 Shirley Kaplan  4 
 9 Anthony Burtnick 4 
 9 Charles J. Shreibman 4 
 9 Benjamin Chaitt 4 
 9 Leon Solomon 5 
10 Herman Warshaw  5 
10 Ralph A. Messing 5 
10 Mollie Burtnick  6 
11 Joseph Aaron Glaser 6 
11 Mollie Burtnick 6 
11 Jennie Miller 6 
12 Hyman Scherr  7 

12 Fredric A. Weiss 7 
12 Getrude Tatelbloom 7 
13 Rabbi Abraham Golos  8 
13 Elizabeth H. Robbins 8 
13 Julius Epstein 8 
14 Betty Stemerman  9 
14 Brana Nathenson 9 
14 Samuel Levine 9 
14 Carl Hobalt 9 
15 Louis Barkus  10 
15 Minnie Marcus  10 
15 Harry W. Freudenheim 10 
15 Maurice H. Goodman 10 
15 Milton Hample 10 
15 Mamie Slohm 10 
16 Helen Jerome 11 
17 Faye Raskin  12 
17 Joseph Turoff  12 
18 Carl Peterson  13 
18 Sara G. Freindly 13 
18 Lena Levine 13 
18 Margaret “Peggy” Rubin 13 
19 Leonard Berliss  14 
19 Eleanor Berman  14 
19 Cecile Fuchs  14 
19 Henry  Fenbert 14 
19 Jennie Scherr  15 
20 Frank Sweet  15 
20 Joann C. Walton  15 
20 Gertrude Metz  16 
21 Alexander Olszowy Jr  16 
21 Max Semel  16 
21 Bernice Weinstock  16 
21 Alexander Winkelstein 16 
23 Isadore Ugelow  18 
23 Bertha D. Wladis  18 
23 Otila Zacher  18 
23 Carol Albert 18 
23 Kate P. Jacobs 18 
23 Alexander G. Grasberg 18 
23 Bertha M. Aranow 18 
23 Sidney Cimmet 18 
24 Catherine G. Berry  19 

24 Stuart Komer  19 
24 Hyman Leon Philips 19 
25 Gertrude Eagle  20 
25 Benjamin Frank  20 
25 Meredith Moore  20 
25 Benjamin Frank 20 
25 Henry M. Rebeck 20 
25 Anna l. Epstein 20 
26 Sabert Basescu  21 
26 Shirley Halperin  21 
26 June Kurman  21 
26 Rebecca Stemerman  21 
26 Irving Werner  21 
26 Paul Bucholtz 21 
26 Solomon Sittenfield 21 
27 Joseph Hoffman  22 
27 Mary Desky 22 
28 Edith Erway  23 
28 Philip Gerard  23 
28 Fannie Paltrowitz  23 
29 Celia Golos  24 
29 Macey Kantz  24 
30 Julia Hereng  25 
30 Elsa Bloch 25 
31 Muriel Appel  26 
31 Stanley Weisenfeld  26 
31 Joseph L. Radin 26 
31 Henry J. Hample 26 
31 Benjamin Brown 26 
31 Esther Kahn Platt 26 
31 Evelyn Berlin Stein 26 
 
Names of Confederate soldiers  
buried in Woodlawn National  
Cemetery are included above. 

Yahrzeits 

Community Kitchen 
 
 
 
 
 

Generous volunteers from CKA 
and JCF prepare and serve lunch 
at the Elmira Community Kitch-

en on the first Thursday of every 
month. Our next dates are May 

2 and June 6. If you can help, 
please contact Gil Sweet. Cooks, 
food-preparers, shoppers, serv-
ers... you name it, we need you! 

Cash dona ons may be made 
through the JCF. 

Adult Education  
Open to the entire community 

Saturdays at 9:00 a.m.: Breakfast and discussion. Attend the brief Shabbat 
morning service at 8:30 and stay for breakfast, or come for breakfast and 
stay for the full Shabbat service at 9:30. 
 
Mondays, May 6, 13, and 20, at 7:30 p.m.: “Talmud for Non-Talmudists” 
with Rabbi Oren Steinitz. 
 
Sunday, May 19 at 10:30 a.m.: “Is it real or is it midrash? Stories we think 
are in the Torah but aren’t” with Maggid Paul Solyn.  
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Ganon (Pre-K): April was a short 
month in terms of classes, but our 
learning continues! We have spent 
some time learning about Passover 
as well as a lot of new vocabulary 
words. We took our parsley plants 
home to use for our family Seders. 

We enjoyed the Purim Carnival at 
the end of March and everyone in 
our class came in costume. There 
were lots of activities and games as 
well as yummy snacks. Thank you to 
all of the adults who helped to make 
sure the carnival was a success. 

           Kathy Rosenheck 
 
Kitah Alef (1):  The Alef class has 
had a busy year. In the first half of 
the year, students learned about Is-
rael and began working on learning 
the alef-bet. As the months passed, 
our class enjoyed reading about and 

celebrating the Jewish holidays. In 
addition, the students have heard 
stories about Jewish values and cus-
toms.  

During the second half of the 
school year, our students have con-
centrated on learning the alef-bet 
and a few Hebrew words. Every 
class, the students have had time to 
draw, work on projects, enjoy music 
and snack. Our class also enjoys free 
time to constructively interact with 
each other and build friendships. 
Wishing everyone a wonderful 
spring,      Rivka Miran 
 
Kitot Vav & Zayin (6 & 7):  We just 
recently enjoyed Purim—who 
doesn’t love a holiday with cos-
tumes, special foods and a carnival? 
This holiday has deeper meanings: 
how do you blend in while being the 

only Jew? Asking the students, most 
of them are the only Jewish person 
in their school. Do you hide it like 
Esther trying to blend in and have 
no one know? Of do you stand up 
and be bold? It worked for Esther 
she saved her entire people. The 
challenge for each of us is to know 
when to speak up. For the older kids 
we talk about where do you go to 
college? Do you look for one where 
there is an active Jewish campus life 
with rich opportunities for spiritual 
growth?  

By the time you get this we will 
have celebrated Passover, a time 
when we as a people had to start all 
over in a new land as a new people. 
For our young people this is a time 
of immense growth and changes. 

Amanda Sharp 

Jewish Community School 

from Director Jeff Rosenheck 

It is so hard to believe that writing 
this, we are down to only four more 
school dates for this year - April 28, 
May 5, May 19, and June 2. 

April was a short month for the 
school, but a pretty busy one. On 
March 31, we held our third annual 
open house event with a new des-
sert reception.  It was great to see all 
the different groups within the Jew-
ish Community present—JCF, JCS, 
CKA, Sisterhood, the Judaica Shop, 
and the PJ Library. A special thanks 
to all who attended, to those who 
provided baked goods , and to Sha-
ron Birdsall for setting it all up! 
Snowiss Auditorium and the Sa-
dinsky Room looked great! 

April 5 featured Tot Shabbat, fami-
ly dinner, and services led by stu-
dents in grades Pre-K, 1, 2 and 3. The 
event was well attended, food was 
delicious, and students did a fantas-

tic job with services, both singing 
and chanting songs, and reading He-
brew and English prayers. A special 
thanks to the school staff that help 
prepare our children for success, and 
to Rabbi Steinitz for assisting the 
students in preparing to “perform” 
appropriately on the Bimah. 

May will also be a quick month as 
the school prepares to wrap up for 
another year. On May 5, school will 
dismiss at 10:45 a.m. to accommo-
date the Jewish Food Festival. Par-
ents are asked to come to the door to 
pick up your children, directly, as we 
anticipate large crowds. School will 
be closed May 12 for Mother’s Day, 
and will not be used as a snow-day  
make-up day. School will be open 
for the regular session on May 19, 
and closed again May 26 for Memo-
rial Day weekend. On May 31, we 
will host our Confirmation celebra-

tion, featuring Noah Goldwyn. 
Please see page 1. 

 June 2 will be the final day of the 
school year, and the entire commu-
nity is invited to join us for closing 
ceremonies at 11:45 a.m., featuring 
awards and presentations. An ice 
cream social will follow. 

The school staff and board mem-
bers are preparing anxiously for the 
5780 school year. It is anticipated 
that there will be changes to the cur-
riculum, staffing and overall school 
structure. We look forward to pre-
senting the changes in the near fu-
ture. I am hopeful that one of the 
changes will include more opportu-
nities for parents. 

Please do not hesitate to contact 
me with any questions, comments 
or concerns. Thank you for the con-
tinued support of the school. 

Class News 

Hospital Visits & Mi-shebeirach List 
Due to HIPPA, no hospital can divulge names of patients unless a release is signed. Upon hospitalization, please com-

plete necessary paperwork so that the CKA office and Rabbi Oren Steinitz will be notified, or call the CKA office.  



             
ANNOUNCING 

THE ELEVENTH ANNUAL  
JEWISH FOOD FESTIVAL! 

A trip back in time to the gastronomic delights 
of the Lower East Side of New York City 

 
Congregation Kol Ami, 1008 West Water Street, Elmira 

Sunday, May 5, from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Additional outdoor seating available on the front lawn under a tent 

 
 

MUSIC PERFORMANCES BY THE KLEZ PROJECT 
 

DELICATESSEN 
KOSHER CORNED BEEF AND PASTRAMI SANDWICHES   
 KOSHER HOT DOGS  DELECTABLE CHOPPED LIVER  
POTATO KNISHES  KOSHER PICKLES  COLE SLAW 

 

SOUPS 
CHICKEN SOUP WITH MATZO BALLS  MUSHROOM BARLEY SOUP  

 

DAIRY 
POTATO LATKES WITH HOMEMADE APPLE SAUCE 

 NOODLE KUGEL  CHEESE BLINTZES  LOX AND CREAM CHEESE ON BAGELS 
SMOKED WHITEFISH WITH CRACKERS 

  

ISRAELI STREET FOOD   
FALAFEL SANDWICH IN A PITA WITH FIXINGS   

CHEESE AND SPINACH BOUREKAS  STUFFED GRAPE LEAVES 
A SELECTION OF SAVORY MIDDLE EASTERN SALADS  

 

BAKERY 
ORIGINAL HOMEMADE RECIPES  

CHALLAH  RUGELAH  BAKLAVA  HAMANTASHEN   
CHOCOLATE BABKA  CHOCOLATE-DIPPED MACAROONS  ASSORTED COOKIES  

 

BEVERAGES 
EGG CREAMS MADE TO ORDER AND A WIDE VARIETY OF DR. BROWN’S SODAS 

 

 THE TCHOTCHKE SHOP  
 STUFFED WITH SMALL TREASURES FOR SALE 

 

Admission: $12 in advance or $15 at the door. Includes $3 in food tickets.   
 Children under 13 admitted free with an adult. 

 Tickets available at Congregation Kol Ami, the Jewish Center and Federation,  
Gerould’s (Hoffman St., South Main St., Horseheads, & Corning); and  

Connors Mercantile in Corning; or call (607) 734-8122. 
 

This project is made possible, in part, with public funds from NYSCA’s Decentralization Program,  
administered regionally by the ARTS Council of the Southern Finger Lakes. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 

 
CKA 7:00 pm Yom 
Hashoah Service 
 
 

2  Community Kitchen 
 

 
 

3 
CKA 7:30 pm Shabbat 
Service 
 
 

4 
CKA  
8:30 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 

5 
JCS 9:30 am-10:45 am 
Early Dismissal 
 

Jewish Food Festival  
11:00 am-3:00 pm 

6 
CKA 7:30 pm Talmud 
Class 

7 8 CKA 6:00 pm Exec. 
Board  
7:00 pm Trustees Meet-
ing 
 

RSVP Due for Confirma-
tion Dinner May 31 

9 
 
JCF 7:00 pm Film 
A Bag of Marbles 

10 
CKA 6:00 pm Dish-to-
Pass Dinner 
7:30 pm Shabbat Service 
 
RSVP Due for CK-Art 
Dinner on May 17 

11 
CKA  
9:30 am Shabbat Ruach 

12 
JCS No School 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mother’s Day 

13 
CKA 7:30 pm Talmud 
Class 

14 15 
CKA 12:00 pm Book 
Club 

16 17 
CKA 7:30 pm Shabbat 
Service 
 

CK-Art 4:00 pm-6:00 pm 
Art Preview 
6:00 pm Dinner 
 

18 
CKA  
8:30 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 
 

CK Affair 6:00 pm-10:00 
Cocktails & Knosh 
CK-Art Auction 

19 
JCS 9:30 am -12:30 pm 
w/H 8 & 9   
 

JCF 10:30 am Adult Ed.  
“Is it real or is it mid-
rash?” 

20 
CKA 7:30 pm Talmud 
Class 

21 
JCF 7:30 pm Board 
Meeting 

22 23 
 
 
 
 
 

 

24 
CKA 7:30 pm Music 
Shabbat 

25 
CKA  
8:30 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 

26 
JCS No School 

27    Offices Closed 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorial Day 

28 29 30 31 
JCS 6:30 pm Confirma-
tion Dinner 
 

CKA/JCS 7:30 pm Shab-
bat Service and Confir-
mation 
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