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High Holy Days begin September 29 

Museum presents Maus author 

Film portrays unusual relationship 
The JCF’s September film will be  The Cakemaker. 
It centers on a gay German baker who, after his 
married Israeli lover is killed in a car accident, 
travels to Israel and covertly becomes part of his 
lover’s widow’s life. She runs a small café, for 
which he starts baking. Although not fully kosher, 
his delicious cakes turn the place into a city attrac-
tion. Finding himself involved in Anat's life in a 
way far beyond his anticipation, he stretches his lie 
to a point of no return. 

We’ll see it on Thursday, September 19, at 7:00 
p.m. Although the film is not rated in the U.S., Canada rated it as suitable for 
ages 14 and older, and Australia rated it for mature audiences. 

The Rockwell Museum will present “An 
Evening With Art Spiegelman” on Tuesday, 
September 10, in the Corning Museum of 
Glass Auditorium. The program begins at 
7:00 p.m.  

Spiegelman has almost single-handedly 
brought comic books out of the toy closet 
and onto the literature shelves. In 1992, he 
won the Pulitzer Prize for his masterful 
Holocaust narrative Maus—which por-
trayed Jews as mice and Nazis as cats. Maus 
II continued the remarkable story of his par-
ents’ survival of the Nazi regime and their 
lives later in America. His comics are best 
known for their shifting graphic styles, their 
formal complexity and controversial con-
tent.  

There’s an admission charge of $20, $10 
for students, free for Rockwell members. Tickets, including those for Rock-
well members, are available in advance at https://sforce.co/31fvar2. 

Services at Congregation Kol Ami for Rosh Hashanah are Sunday, September 
29. at 7:30 p.m.; Monday September 30, at 9:15 a.m.; and Tuesday, September 
30, at 9:15 a.m. After the service on Monday morning their will be a lunch-
eon reception, followed by Tashlich. 

The services for Shabbat Shuvah, the Sabbath of Return, will be Friday, 
October 4, at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday, October 5, at 10:00 a.m. Havdalah and 
S’lichot will be Saturday, October 5, at 7:30 p.m. Kever Avot, a memorial ser-
vice, will take place on Sunday, October 6, at 10:00 a.m. in the CKA cemetery, 
using the Franklin Street entrance. 

Services for Yom Kippur are Tuesday, October 8, at 7:30 p.m.; Wednesday, 
October 9, at 9:15 a.m. with Yizkor no earlier than 12:00 noon; and Wednes-
day, October 9, at 4:15 p.m. This year Congregation Kol Ami will introduce its 
own machzor (High Holy Day prayer book), in a style similar to the Shabbat 
and festival siddur.  
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from Cheryl Miller 

Congregation Kol Ami–כל עמי 

I hope this finds you all happy and 
healthy after a warm and sunny 
summer… one of the best in my 
memory!  My garden has produced 
an abundance of radishes, zucchini, 
onions, parsley, tomatoes, green 
peppers, jalapeno peppers, and 
hopefully carrots (still waiting, but 
optimistic as what I see above 
ground looks promising!)  As much 
as I love summer, I really love au-
tumn.  It’s the beginning of a new 
school year, as well as a season full 
of rich Jewish holidays. Both bring 
with them a profound sense of hope 
for me, as they mark second chances 
and new beginnings. 

The Board of Trustees met once 
over the summer and had a very 
productive meeting.  We begin all 
meetings with a D’var Torah.  Rabbi 
Oren shared thoughts about inter-
marriage in America Jewry, which is 
certainly reflected in our Congrega-
tion. I was very hesitant when I be-
gan my Jewish journey years ago in 

Jacksonville, Florida, because I was 
afraid that I would be judged for not 
being Jewish when I attended ser-
vices with my husband.  Luckily, we 
had a rabbi and congregation that 
made me feel at home immediately.  
I converted while still living in Flori-
da (although it was many years after 
I first entered the Temple!) but con-
tinued to feel that sense of hesitancy 
as we moved to Columbia, South 
Carolina, and later back to Elmira.  
My children tease me about not re-
ally being Jewish and I have occa-
sionally had that niggle that others 
will also think that.  I can honestly 
say that I don’t feel that way at all in 
our Congregation and hope that no-
body else does either.  We, as a 
Board, are committed to welcoming 
all who wish to worship with us 
without judging them.  If you ever 
feel otherwise, I implore you to 
reach out to me or our rabbi! 

The Board approved the purchase 
of new High Holy Day machzorim, 

which will look very similar to the 
siddurim which we began using this 
past year.  We approved the removal 
of pews near the front of the large 
sanctuary and will use our red fold-
ing chairs while we continue to ex-
plore seating options to fit our needs 
and budget.  We will also begin to 
provide babysitting during Friday 
night services beginning after the 
High Holy Days.  We hope this will 
encourage families with children to 
join us when they can.  We certainly 
want our youngest members to at-
tend services (as they are our fu-
ture!) but realize that they might get 
tired that late in the day and want to 
provide a safe and fun place for 
them to chill.  

I always welcome your thoughts, 
concerns, ideas, or questions.  My 
cell phone number is 607-331-7475 
or you can email me at cmil-
ler35@stny.rr.com.    

 

Friday, September 6 
Shabbat Evening Service 7:30 PM 
 
Saturday, September 7 
Shabbat Morning Service 9:30 AM 
Blake Solow, Bar Mitzvah 
 
Friday, September 13 
Dish-to-Pass Dinner 6:00 PM 
Nashira Shabbat Service 7:30 PM 
 
Saturday, September 14 
Shabbat Morning Service 8:30 AM 
Shabbat Morning Service 9:30 AM 
 
Sunday, September 29 
Rosh Hashanah Evening Service 7:30 PM 
 

Monday, September 30 
Rosh Hashanah Morning Service 9:15 AM 
   Luncheon and Tashlich 
 
Tuesday, October 1 
Rosh Hashanah Morning Service 9:15 AM 

Noteworthy Upcoming Religious Observances 

Shabbat Services  
except as noted below 

Shabbat Evening Service  7:30 PM  
Shabbat Morning Service  8:30 AM with breakfast 
Shabbat Morning Service  9:30 AM with Torah reading 

PRAYER FOR THE ILL OR ILL AT HEART  

Adonai, You who blessed our ancestors, Abraham and 
Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob, Rachel, and Leah,  

send Your blessing to those who are ill of body and ill of 
spirit. Grant them Refuah Sh’lema, a complete  recovery,  

and may healing come speedily. Amen. 
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from Rabbi Oren Steinitz 

It is funny how certain, seemingly 
unimportant moments from your 
childhood just stick with you. When 
I was in my junior year of high 
school, my adamantly-nonreligious 
school decided to bring a religious 
speaker (a Chabad rabbi, I believe) 
to talk to us before the High Holi-
days. He spoke to us about the im-
portance of cheshbon ha-nefesh – 
“an accounting of the soul,” or intro-
spection, during Elul, the month 
leading up to Rosh HaShannah, and 
during the days between Rosh 
HaShannah and Yom Kippur. 

Being the wise-guy that I am, I 
asked the speaker “but isn’t it better 
to always be mindful of your deeds, 
and how well you are doing all year 
long?” Shouldn’t you always know 
your ‘balance’ of good deeds and 
growth areas? The Rabbi gave me a 
look that said “maybe there’s hope 
for you yet” and said “You know, my 

father-in-law has a grocery store. 
Obviously he has to keep track of 
inventory all the time, but do you 
think he never misses anything hid-
ing in the back of the storage area? 
That is why every few months, he 
must close the store for a day or two, 
and spend some time doing nothing 
but stocktaking. The High Holidays 
are a chance to do just that – set 
aside some time for reflection and 
take a ‘spiritual inventory.’” 

An organization called JewBelong 
that publishes resources for Jewish 
holidays (we used their fantastic 
Haggadah in our congregational Sec-
ond Night Seder), recently came out 
with a High Holidays booklet. In it, 
there was a list of “important ques-
tions to ask yourself.” These are 
meant to help us contemplate where 
we are spiritually, and think about 
where we would like to be a year 
from now. Here are a few of their 

questions, written by Rabbi Shimon 
Apisdorf: 

• When do I feel that my life is 
most meaningful? 

• What are my three most signifi-
cant achievements in the past 
year? 

• What project or goal, if left un-
done, will I most regret a year 
from now? 

• What important decision did I 
avoid making last year? 

• If I could change one thing 
about myself, what would it be? 

• If I could live my life over, what 
would I change? 

Try and think about some of these 
questions as you are getting ready 
for the High Holidays. Maybe just 
focus on one or two. Did you learn 
anything new about yourself? 

Shannah Tovah! 

Hospital Visits & Mi-shebeirach List 
Due to HIPPA, no hospital can divulge names of patients unless a release is signed. Upon hospitalization, please com-

plete necessary paperwork so that the CKA office and Rabbi Oren Steinitz will be notified, or call the CKA office.  

Weekly Torah/Haftarah Portions & Candle Lighting 

September 6–7 
7:15 PM 
Shoftim 

Torah Deut. 16:18–1:9 
Pr. Isaiah 51:12–52:12 

September 13–14 
7:03 PM 
Ki Tetze 

Torah Deut. 21:10–25:19 
Pr. Isaiah 54:1–10 

September 20–21 
6:51 PM 
Ki Tavo 

Torah Deut. 26:1–29:8 
Pr. Isaiah 60:1–22 

September 27–28 
6:38 PM 
Nitzavim 

Torah Deut. 29:9–30:20 
Pr. Isaiah 61:10–63:9 

CKA Book Club 
 

Join us for our 2019–2020 Book Club! Each month we will discuss a new book. We meet in the  
Jerome & Etkind Library on the second Wednesday of each month at noon. 

 

September 11, 2019:The Only Woman in the Room by Marie Benedict 
 

October 16, 2019: Inheritance: A Memoir of Genealogy, Paternity, and Love by Dani Shapiro 
 

Borrow these from the CKA library, ask for them at the public library, or purchase them, and join 
us. Don’t forget to bring your lunch! 
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Flowers for the Bimah 
September 6: In honor of the mar-

riage of Becca Massey & Alex 
George by Cynthia & John Massey 

September 13: In memory of  
Edward Grandt by Susan King 

September 20: In memory of  
Maurice & Ronah Epstein by Anne 
Epstein Brody, Miles Epstein and 
Stephen Epstein 

 
Community Kitchen 

In memory of Norman Lovitch by 
Steven Etkind 

 
Congregation Education Fund 

In honor of Eli Weisenfeld’s gradu-
ation from Ithaca College and first 
professional position, film editing, 
in Los Angeles, by Janice  
Weisenfeld  
 
Dr. David Wladis-Marc Rubino  

Memorial Youth Fund 
In memory of Marian Wladis by 

Beth Wladis 
 

General Fund 
In memory of brother, Edwin 

Shapero, by Carole Hoffman 
In memory of Ronald Frick  by My-

ra & Jerry Stemerman 
In memory of Norman Julius Obler 

by the Obler Family 
Best wishes to Scott & Sharon 

Sitrin Moore on the occasion of 
their daughter, Ellen’s wedding by 
Myra & Jerry Stemerman 

In memory of Norman Lovitch by 
Myra & Jerry Stemerman 

In memory of Edith Lubin by Sheri 
& Doug Reynolds and Mindy & 
Nick Misnick 

In honor of Myra & Jerry 
Stemerman’s 60th wedding anni-
versary by Sheri & Doug Reynolds 
and Mindy & Nick Misnick 

 
Jerome & Etkind Library 

In memory of Gerry Siskin by 
Stewart & Gail Siskin & Family 

 
Josef Stein Endowment Fund 

In appreciation by Trudi & Alex 
Porter 

Lillian Simckes Memorial  
Education Fund 

In memory of Harry B. Schwartz 
by Natalie & Jerome Steinmetz 

In memory of Estelle Schwartz by 
Natalie & Jerome Steinmetz 

 
Mary Ellen Hunter Fund 

In memory of Gary “Butch”  
Stecker by Irv Appel 

In memory of Linda Nard by Irv 
Appel 

In memory of Norman Lovitch by 
Irv Appel 

 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

In memory of Rose Sitrin by Scott 
& Sharon Sitrin Moore 

In memory of Norman Lovitch by 
Mindy & Joe Gaieski 

In memory of Tess Rothstein by 
Mindy & Joe Gaieski 

In memory of Norman Lovitch by 
Gil & Harriet Sweet 

In appreciation by Charlotte & 
Marcus Kantz 

 
Sanford L. Barcus Historical Fund  
In memory of Sanford L. Barcus by 

Nanette Barcus 
 

Sidney Hersh Building Fund 
In memory of Stanley Weisenfeld 

by Janice Weisenfeld 
 

Sisterhood Kitchen Fund 
In honor of the marriage of her 

son, Bradley Holtzman, and Becca 
Lehrer by Sara Holtzman  

Mazal tov to Sara Kantz Holtzman 
on the marriage of her son, Brad-
ley, and Becca Lehrer from Margo 
Golos 

Community 
Kitchen 

 
Generous volunteers from 
CKA and JCF prepare and 
serve lunch at the Elmira 

Community Kitchen on the 
first Thursday of every 

month. Our next dates are  
August 1 and September 5. 

If you can help, please  
contact Gil Sweet. Cooks, 
food-preparers, shoppers, 
servers... you name it, we 
need you! Cash dona ons 
may be made through the 

JCF. 

CKA Donations 

Office hours 
Congregation Kol Ami: Monday–

Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
Friday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Jewish Center and Federation: 
Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m., and by appointment. 

All information for the October 
issue of the Kol Ami must be sub-

mitted to one of the organizational 
offices by September 10. Please be 

sure that all dates are on the JCF 
calendar. 

Our heartfelt condolences to Enid & 
Peter Littman, Barbara & David Car-
keet, and David & Marianne Lubin 
and their families on the death of 

their mother, Edith Lubin on August 
1.  Zich’rona liv’rachah, may her 

memory be for a blessing. 
 

Our heartfelt condolences to Lauren 
and Lloyd Peffer and their family on 
the death of Lauren’s father, Alan 
Gnaizda, of Chevy Chase, MD, on 

August 8.  Zich’rono liv’rachah, may 
his memory be for a blessing. 

 
 Our heartfelt condolences to Mitch 
Goldwater, Terri Doerksen and their 

family on the death of Mitch’s 
brother, Randy Goldwater, on July 
30.  Zich’rono liv’rachah, may his 

memory be for a blessing. 
 

Our heartfelt condolences to Aman-
da Sharp & Steven Greenberg and  

their family on the death of 
Amanda’s father, Ben Casey Sharp, 

on July 31. Zich’rono liv’rachah, 
may his memory be for a blessing.  

In Memoriam 



September 2019            5 

September Elul 
 1 Serene Weinstock 1 
 1 Gustave Wladis  1 
 1 Bessie Esther Epstein 1 
 2 Florence F. Pollak 2 
 3 Polly Etkind Hochberg  3 
 3 Louisa S. Radin 3 
 4 Bessie Kaplan  4 
 4 Flora Plotkin Sherman  4 
 4 Frances S. Weil  4 
 4 Fanny Ziff  4 
 5 Dracia Featherman 5 
 6 Shirley Sandler  6 
 8 Esther Herman  8 
 8 Sophie O. Freindly 8 
 8 Jacque V. Brooks 8 
 8 Ronah Webber Epstein 8 
 9 Bennie E. Golos  9 
10 Joan Jones  10 
11 Yaakov Wilcox  11 
11 Jack Medalie 11 
11 Andrew Rosenblum 11 
12 Bert Delphinus  12 
12 Jack Babitz 12 
13 Harold Horwitz  13 
13 Ida Rabinowitz  13 
13 Pauline Siskin  13 
13 Ida S. Rabinowitz 13 
13 Samuel Johnson 13 
14 Jeffrey Etkind 14 

14 Steven Novack  14 
14 Anne E. Shulman  14 
14 Bertram Bimberg 14 
15 Elly Basescu  15 
15 Minnie Berlin  15 
15 Ethel Babitz 15 
16 Larry Rubin  16 
16 Jacob Epstein 16 
17 Moses D. Wladis  17 
18 Jerry Strumpf  18 
18 Max Miran 18 
19 Sara Bloch  19 
19 David Daniel Fidelman 19 
20 Sophie Basescu  20 
20 Lola Hugo Chaffee  20 
20 Hannah Hoffman  20 
20 Ruth Leepman  20 
20 Fannie Ferguson 20 
20 Ruth Leepman 20 
21 Max Brown  21 
21 Frances Kantz  21 
21 Shirley Malick  21 
21 Harold Stemerman  21 
21 Ruth Ellen Newman 21 
22 Reva Kerker-Stemerman  22 
22 Milton Reingold  22 
23 Hyman Glantz  22 
23 Richard James Luther  23 
23 Andrew Rosenblum  23 
23 William M. Lande 23 

23 Hyman Glantz 23 
24 Ralph Moritz  24 
24 Beatrice Shapero  24 
24 Etta Solomon  24 
24 Sophie Ugelow  24 
25 Holda Featherman 25 
25 Anna Horn 25 
25 Nettie L. Winston 25 
26 Martin Scott Rosenheck  26 
26 Ann Salsburg  26 
26 Gordon N. Weil  26 
26 J. Barney Sammet 26 
26 Robert Jerome 26 
27 Sidney Hoffman  27 
27 Meyer Solomom 27 
28 Hyman Steinmetz  28 
29 Tiba Rosenblatt  29 
29 William Berinstein 29 
29 Mortimer Rosenfield 29 
29 Herbert M. Eiges 29 
 
September  Tishrei 
30 Margaret Schreiber  1 
30 Gertrude G. Heyman 1 
 
Names of Confederate soldiers  
buried in Woodlawn National  
Cemetery are included above. 

Yahrzeits 

CKA Sisterhood  
Opening Meeting 
Thursday, September 12 

6:00 PM–8:00 PM 
Snowiss Auditorium 

 

Please mark your calendars for our opening meeting. All are welcome to join us for a light milk 
supper, homemade desserts, and fabulous program presented by Tanglewood Nature Center 

and Museum. We will also have a very short business meeting preceding the program. 
 

Babysitting (and pizza) will be available so please bring your kids! 
Please RSVP by Monday, September 9. 
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from President Marcus Kantz 

Jewish Center and Federation 

Nes Gadol Hayah Sham. A Great Mira-
cle Happened There. 

I’m typing this on August 5, 2019. 
That great miracle happened exactly 
75 years ago today in that far-away 
land of Oswego, New York. On that 
day was the truly miraculous open-
ing of the first and only camp for 
Jews rescued from the Nazis in 
World War II and brought to the 
United States of America. Today, that 
place is known as Safe Haven, where 
the Safe Haven Museum is open 
year-round and where tourists and 
historians alike may go to learn and 
to celebrate. Check the web site at 
https: www.safehavenmuseum.com 
for the days and hours, and for lots 
more details, books, videos, etc. 

Today, several hundred people 
gathered at Safe Haven to celebrate 
the 75th anniversary of that open-
ing. Charlotte and I were among 
them, sitting next to a refugee and 
her family. 

President Franklin Delano and 
Eleanor Roosevelt decided in 1944 
that the United States should make 
an effort to rescue some Jews from 
the Nazi Holocaust and bring them 
to America. It could not be a mas-
sive exercise because Congress was 
isolationist and anti-Semitic. There 
was no legal process for getting refu-
gees to America, and, frankly, little 
likelihood of a welcoming by the 
American people. The President de-
cided to rescue 1,000 refugees, find a 
place in America to bring them and, 
somehow, get them here. He found a 
way to circumvent the immigration 
laws and simply told Congress that 
he would do it, and set in motion 
the process for getting it done. 

Rescue from Germany itself, or 
even Eastern Europe was essentially 
impossible because the war was rag-
ing and the Allies were not winning. 
Southern Italy was the only viable 
option, as the Allies were in control 
there, and there would be refugees 
who had somehow escaped the Na-
zis and made their way south on 
their own. 

Three thousand refugees, most of 

them Jews from Yugoslavia and oth-
er Eastern European countries ap-
plied, on the condition that they 
would be sent back to their home-
land when (and if) the allies won 
the war. No other legal option was 
available. One thousand who had 
suitable papers, were healthy, agreed 
to the terms, and were willing to try, 
were selected. In the end 982 men 
women and children were loaded 
onto a ship off the Italian boot and 
headed for America. But to where?  

First, it had to be a location as se-
cure as a prison while at the same 
time hospitable. It had to be some-
place where the refugees would be 
welcomed by the surrounding com-
munity yet separate from them. Be-
cause the “visitors” would be undoc-
umented foreigners, they could not 
be allowed to “mingle” and would be 
kept separate. An abandoned mili-
tary fort seemed like a reasonable 
spot. Fort Ontario, in Oswego, had 
recently been decommissioned after 
service from the French and Indian 
War, the Revolutionary war and sev-
eral since. Plus, the community of 
Oswego had always been friendly to 
the troops. So, the men’s barracks 
were renovated, family living quar-
ters established and the fence with 
barbed wire was in place.  The Safe 
Haven was ready. 

The ship was attacked in the Med-
iterranean but made it safely across 
the Atlantic and past the Statue of 
Liberty to Hoboken, where the refu-
gees were loaded onto a train and 
taken directly to the Fort, on August 
5, 1944. They lived there peacefully 
for about a year and a half, meeting 
their townsfolk neighbors through 
the fence and, eventually, with certi-
fied visits outside. The kids shared 
schooling with the local kids. In that 
year and a half, some refugees died 
and some were born. Some had got-
ten married. And the community in 
the camp and the larger community 
in Oswego were comfortable with 
each other. Then came the time to 
leave. A few complied with their 
original agreement and went back to 

Europe. The majority wanted to stay 
in their new land, but they had no 
legal status here, and President Roo-
sevelt had died. Just in time, Con-
gress authorized visas for the immi-
gration of 3,900 immigrants from 
Europe, and the new President Tru-
man determined that those in 
Oswego would be among them. The 
refugees boarded buses to Buffalo, 
and across the Rainbow Bridge into 
Canada, where they were given 
those immigration visas. They just 
turned around and crossed the 
bridge in the other direction to 
“enter” the United States legally. And 
they did. 

There are, of course, a million de-
tails about this miraculous story 
that far exceed my allotted space 
here. I encourage you to visit Safe 
Haven’s web site, to visit the Muse-
um itself, and to read up on the sto-
ry. But, mostly, I want you to under-
stand the enormity of the Miracle 
brought about by the Roosevelts and 
the community of Oswego. The 
warmth we felt at the ceremony, 
from the surviving visitors, to their 
children, to the townsfolk who be-
friended them, to all of the dignitar-
ies whose predecessors facilitated it 
and who continue to support it, and 
to the rest who just wanted to be 
there to celebrate with them. That 
warmth – the extension of the mira-
cle – will stay with the two of us for-
ever. 

There’s now a formal push to des-
ignate the Fort and Safe Haven as a 
National Park. When and if it hap-
pens, that will ensure that the 
memory of the miracle lasts for all 
to feel forever as well. 

Be a Friend of Jewish Life! 
Become a member of the  

Jewish Center & Federation  
or renew your membership  

for 5780. 
Join or renew by mail, or online 

at www.JewishElmira.org 
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from Executive Director Paul Solyn 

In July, I presented three sessions at 
NewCAJE, the New Conference on 
Alternatives in Jewish Education. 

I also attended many sessions, 
including one asking “Can the Cen-
ter Hold?” with Dr. David Starr, who 
was one of my teachers at Hebrew 
College. He’s also a JTS-ordained 
rabbi, and by “center” he meant 
“Conservative Judaism.” 

Conservative Judaism has por-
trayed itself not only as the philo-
sophic center of Judaism, positioned 
between Orthodox and Reform, but 
also as the “big tent” that had room 
for everyone. For decades it was the 
largest movement in American Ju-
daism, but the desire to include all 
Jews was a constant strain. On one 
hand, a large share of members be-
came more liberal in practices and 
views. On the other, a minority 
wanted the Conservative movement 
to be more like Orthodox Judaism. 

Today the Reform movement is 
the largest in America. It is also 
probably the philosophical center, 

not only because of moving toward 
the center itself, but also because so 
many American Jews have moved 
to the left of Reform. 

As I see it, the fastest-growing seg-
ment of American Judaism is “Just 
Jews”: those who do not define 
themselves by affiliation to a move-
ment, even if they happen to be 
members of a movement-affiliated 
congregation. I expect to see growth 
in the number of communities like 
ours, attempting to include all Jews 
by “choosing not to choose.” 

 
* * * 

 
Eliana Light, who was our artist-
educator in residence last fall, was 
prominent at NewCAJE, not only as 
a singer and teacher, but also as the 
head of a program for “emerging 
educators,” those who were new to 
leadership roles in Jewish educa-
tion. 

I’m happy to announce that Eli-
ana will be returning to us in Octo-

ber for the beginning of Sukkot. It 
happens to coincide this year with 
Columbus Day, but please don’t plan 
to go away that weekend—there will 
be too much here that you’ll want 
not to miss. 

Our programs with Eliana will 
begin on Sunday, October 13, with 
activities for young people and 
adults, including decorating the 
Sukkah, starting at 4:00 p.m. Music 
with Eliana will follow, and then 
CKA’s Sukkot dinner and the Sukkot 
evening Service.  

Eliana will sing at the Sukkot 
morning service on Monday and 
teach after a simple lunch.  

Monday evening the JCF will host 
a dinner plus an interfaith program 
on faith and the environment. On 
Tuesday there will be a brown-bag 
lunch and a discussion that Eliana 
will lead.  

 
 

Jazzy Junque 2019 
By now you are well on your way to a “decluttered” 

house. NOT YOU? Why not get started? Save your 
good stuff for Jazzy Junque. 

Don’t have your own garage sale – too much work! 
Join us, many hands make light work, and you’ll have 

fun seeing your friends and making new ones. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES: 
First day to drop off your clean, working, nice things: Tuesday, Oct. 15 

Last day to drop off your really good stuff: Wednesday, Nov. 6 
Sale dates: Sunday, Nov. 10, and Monday, Nov.11 

We will need many volunteers during our very short preparation period—under 4 
weeks! Please plan your appointments, etc. for before or after the sale if you can. 

For more information, to volunteer before or at the sale, or to ask for help with furni‐
ture and large donations, call Tina at (607) 734‐8122, or Anita at (607) 562‐3178. 

Thanks for all your help with this important fund raiser! 
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Susan Goldman 
Linda Kruger 

Robert Ashendorf 
Marianne Hirshman 

Sara Holtzman 
David Short 

Jacqueline Pascar 
Kathy Herman 

Brittany Braunstein 
Rebecca Massey 

Eliana Kadar 
June Obler 

Gabriel Katz 
Elias Halperin 
Debra Kravitz 

Jennifer King Brysk 
Laurie Seltzer 

Birthdays 

Anniversaries 
Felicia & Richard Poes 

Ann & Jeffrey Sigel 
Trudi & Alex Porter 
Faith & James Gray 

Caren & Robert Douenias 
Ina & Michael Kushnir 

JCF Donations 
JCF Membership 

Member 
Sharon Birdsall 
Jeffrey B. Dann 
Richard & Andra Frank 
Dian Gerstel 
Lisa Goldberg 
Margo Golos 
Dov Gordon 
James & Faith Gray 
Marc Hample 
Martin Hempstead & Debra 

Chesman 
Lenard & Marianne Hirshman 
Carole Hoffman 
Douglas & Phyllis Holtgrewe 
Cynthia Huling Hummel 
Jeffrey & Sheila Katz 
Susan King 
Anders Korn 
Barb Luther 
Cynthia & John Massey 
Scott & Sharon Moore 
Judy Prentice 
Dr. & Mrs. Les Rachlin 

Hilde Robbins 
Donald & Carol Rubin 
Morton Sadinsky 
Amanda Sharp 
Lev Shugol 
David & Doris Siskin 
Marietta Zaborsky 
 
Benefactor 
Alan H. Angell & Beth Dollinger 
John & Elizabeth Goldman 
Kathleen Rosenheck 
Hon. & Mrs. Sidney S. Graubard 
Marjorie Hamilton 
Marcia & Terry Lenhardt 
Harriette Y. Lindsay 
Nancy Nicastro 
Alex & Marilyn Rabinowitz 
Jeffrey & Ann Sigel 
Anita Adelsberg 
Rabbi Miriam Biatch 
Malachi & Erin Doane 
Lee S. Kosow 
Leslie & Sheila Rachlin 

Linda Sichel Ralph 
Richard Rosenberg & Margo Bliven 
Jeffrey Rosenheck 
Alan & Susan Seltzer 
Annie Werner 
Ronald & Gloria Friedman 
 
Bronze Magen David 
Larry & Madeline Dolkart 
Richard & Rosalyn DuBois 
Murray & Linda Kaufman 
Cheryl Miller 
Hermine & Larry Shapiro 
Oren & Adar Steinitz 
Jerald & Myra Stemerman 
Gilbert & Harriet Sweet 
 
Silver Magen David 
Charlotte & Marcus Kantz 
James & Kristine Perle 
 
Gold Magen David 
Thomas & Suzanne Hesselson 

2019-20 Adult Hebrew 
with Sophie Marmor 

 

Classes Start: September 22, 2019 
9:30 am-10:30 am  

Bi-weekly through May 
 

Cost: $30 for textbook and CD 
 

The program emphasizes prayers learned by  
the students during their Hebrew education  

and read in services. 
 

Reservations:  
JCF Office at 607-734-8122  
no later than September 15! 

 
More Information:  

Jeffrey Rosenheck at 607-731-4217 
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Jewish Community School 

from Director Jeff Rosenheck 

It is hard to believe that the 5780 
school year is beginning, and I have 
no doubt it will again be a very ex-
citing and innovative year. Our 
opening ceremonies are scheduled 
for Sunday, September 8, at 9:30 
a.m., followed by a parent meeting. 
Registration forms have been mailed 
to many, and may be returned to the 
JCF office or returned on opening 
day. Anyone needing a registration 
packet should plan on calling the 
office at 607-734-8122 or coming to 
the opening ceremonies, where cop-
ies will be available.   

This year, thanks to donations 
from the Baker Fund and numerous 
volunteer hours, we will be opening 
our Children’s Lending Library in 

the resource room on the garden 
level of CKA, featuring opportunities 
for families to borrow books for 
their home. In addition, monies 
from the same fund have helped 
develop teacher training, specific to 
creating more engaging lesson plans. 

Kathy Rosenheck will return as 
the Kindergarten teacher, Rivka Mi-
ran for Grade 2, Dr. Amanda Sharp 
and Donna Rothenberg for upper 
grades, Noah Goldwyn as the T/A 
and Sophie Marmor for Hebrew. 
This year, students in grades 3-8 will 
have the opportunity to pick their 
tracks of study through engaging 
multi-week units. Our first two 
offerings will include Jewish comics 
and culture and Jewish-Israeli cook-

ing and culture. Rabbi Dr. Oren Stei-
nitz will also be working with stu-
dents as he leads morning prayer/
music sessions and especially excit-
ing is the new adult Hebrew pro-
gram. More information on this can 
be found elsewhere in the Kol Ami. 

The school will again offer educa-
tion programming for children in 
grades Pre-K through 6 during Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur morning 
services. No reservations are re-
quired for these programs. 

As always, thank you to the com-
munity for their continued support 
of the school, especially the parents, 
staff, school board and the Baker 
Fund. I am happy to answer any 
questions  

FLOWERS FOR THE BIMAH 
It is our congregation’s long-standing tradition to adorn the bimah  

with flowers for the Sabbath: 
in memory of          in honor of          in celebration of. 

Please call Sue King, evenings 607-734-8468, for cost, information, and to reserve a date. Thank  you. 

Class News 
Gan Yeladim (K) – Welcome back, 
Kindergarten students, to Jewish 
Community School 5780! It is going 
to be an exciting year. We have new 
curriculum which will focus on 
learning the Alef Bet and some basic 
Hebrew vocabulary. Our music in-
struction this year will be with Rab-
bi Steinitz and we will continue to 
share the time with Mrs. Miran’s 
class. And of course we will contin-
ue to learn more about the holidays 
and the celebrations for each one.   

Much of our curriculum this year 
is sequential and we have a lot to 
cover throughout the year. I would 
like to encourage students to attend 
each week as missing lessons will 
definitely impact learning.   

Kathy Rosenheck 
 

Kitah Bet (2) – Now that summer is 
coming to a close, we look forward 

to the new Jewish year. The Bet class 
will begin the year by celebrating 
and learning about Rosh Hashanah, 
Yom Kippur, Sukkot, and Simchat 
Torah. September is a busy month 
with so many holidays, planned pro-
jects, and stories. Wishing everyone 
a good year. 

Rivka Miran 
 

Kitah Dalet (4) – I am eagerly look-
ing forward to the start of a wonder-
ful new year with your chil-
dren!  Along with our regular curric-
ulum, we will be incorporating new 
and exciting electives this year.  I 
hope you have all had a safe and 
relaxing summer and are ready for 
the new school year!  See you soon.   

Donna Rothenberg  
 

Kitot Dalet, Vav, Hay (4, 6, 7) – Wel-
come back to the students and par-

ents as we begin another school 
year. I am excited about working 
with Mrs. Rothenberg and explore 
Judaism with some hands on expe-
rience and an in-depth look at Jew-
ish culture. What makes something 
Jewish? Is because it is used or 
made in Israel by other Jews? Is it 
because an object helps us connect 
to Hashem? If we put ten Jews to-
gether making a minyan would they 
all need to agree it is “Jewish”? An 
example being a white skullcap- if 
worn by the katan (groom) at his 
marriage, or by the Rabbi during 
High Holidays I think we would all 
agree that it’s Jewish. Now you see it 
on the pope? Still the same object 
but I would no longer call it ours.    

Amanda Sharp 



 
CONGREGATION KOL AMI 
2019 High Holy Days 5780 

 
  

 

ROSH HASHANNAH SERVICES 
Evening Service   Sunday, September 29    7:30 PM  
Morning Service  Monday, September 30    9:15 AM 

(Luncheon Reception at CKA and Tashlich at the Chemung River to follow) 
Morning Service  Tuesday, October 1    9:15 AM 
 

******************* 
 

SHABBAT SHUVAH 

The Shabbat between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur 
Shabbat Service  Friday, October 4     7:30 PM 
Shabbat Service  Saturday, October 5    10:00 AM 
Havdalah and S’lichot Saturday, October 5    7:30 PM 
 

*******************   
 

KEVER AVOT— CEMETERY SERVICE 
Join us to remember your beloved ones at our Cemetery— 

Meet at the Franklin Street Entrance 
Memorial Service Sunday, October 6 10:00 AM 
 

*******************  
 

YOM KIPPUR SERVICES 
Evening Service                Tuesday, October 8  7:30 PM 
Morning Service           Wednesday, October 9                   9:15 AM 
Yizkor Service                  Wednesday, October 9        no earlier than 12:00 Noon 
Afternoon Service  Wednesday, October 9            4:15 PM 
Break the Fast  Wednesday, October 9    6:51 PM 

 
Community Break the Fast sponsored by our Sisterhood. 

 

******************* 
Childcare for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur for children ages 2-6 years is available. 

PLEASE PHONE AHEAD AT (607) 732-7410 FOR RESERVATION 
 
 

 לשנה טובה תכתבו ותחתמו!
L’Shannah Tovah! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 Offices Closed 

 
 
 
 
 

Labor Day 

3 4 5  Community Kitchen 6 
CKA  
7:30 pm Shabbat Service 

7 
CKA 9:30 am  
Blake Solow Bar Mitzvah 

8 
JCS 9:30 am - 12:15 pm 
First Day 

9 10 
 
7:00 p.m. Art Spiegelman 
at CMOG 

11 
CKA 12 pm Book Club 
 

CKA  
6:00 pm Exec. Board  
7:00 pm Trustees Meet-
ing 

12 
Sisterhood 6:00 p.m. 
Opening Meeting 
 

13 
CKA  
6:00 pm Dish-to-Pass 
Dinner 
7:30 pm Nashira Shabbat 
Service 

14 
CKA  
8:30 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 
 

15 
JCS 9:30 am - 12:15 pm  
 

16 17 
JCF  
7:30 pm Board Meeting 

18 19 
JCF 7:00 p.m. Film 
The Cakemaker 

20 
CKA  
7:30 pm Shabbat Service 

21 
CKA  
8:30 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 

22 
JCS 9:30 am - 12:15 pm  
12:30 Apple Picking 
9:30 am Adult Hebrew 

23 24 25 26 27 
CKA  
7:30 pm Shabbat Service 
 
 
 
Challah Pick Up 

28 
CKA  
8:30 am Shabbat Service 
9:30 am Shabbat Service 
 

29 
JCS 9:30 am - 12:15 pm  
9:30 am Adult Hebrew 
 

CKA  
7:30 pm Rosh Hashanah 
Services with Oneg 

30 Offices Closed 
CKA  
9:15 am Rosh Hashanah 
Services, luncheon & 
Tashlich 

1 Offices Closed 
CKA  
9:15 am Rosh Hashanah 
Services 
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